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TO THE 


READERS 


Gentlemen, 


Ol are here preſented with the Life 

and Reign of 4 Prince au Misfor- 

tunes render his Story per 4 4s Re- 
markable as any i» owr Engliſh An- 

nals. Concerning which 1 ſhall only aſſure you, 
that the Compiler (for he as little affets, 
45 deſerves the Tirle of an Author) has made 
it his Buſineſs truly toſet down naked Matters 
of Fat as he finds them Related by the beſt 
Authors, without obtruding his own Fancies 
or Dreams wnder the Notion of Hiſtory, 
which that it may more evidently appear, he 
thinks fit togive you an Account of Two of the 
Authors whom be hath principally followed ; 
aſs One of then living in that very time, 
and the other either then, ar not long after, 
they may rationally be ſuppoſed to have the 
weſt certain knowledge of thoſe Tran(: 
actions, 
The firſt is Nenricus Knighton, whoſe 
work De Eventibus Angliz, z» Latin, *s 
Printed amongſt divers other ancient Hifto- 
ries 312 that large axd accurate ColleQion, in- 
A 2 tituled, 
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To the Readers. 

tituled, Hiſtorix Anglicane Scriptores De- 
cem : Firft brought into Publick Light from 
Authentick Manuſcripts, by thoſe two learn- 
ed Antiquaxies, Sir Roger Twyſden Kxight 
ana Baronet , and the Famous John Selden 
Eſquire, ( who both prefixt their Epiſtles 
therennto.) Nor was that Miraculous Trea- 
fury of all ſolid Learning, the moſt Reverend 
Uſher Primate of Axmaugh, wanting in 
Adviſing and Promoting that Edition, 
© The Grear Selden 7» hs Preface, Fol.46, 

zells ss, That thi; Knighton was « Canon 
of the Abbey of Leiceſter, 27d that he floy- 
riſht zz the time of this K:ng Richard the Se- 
cond, the moit part of whoſe Reign he wrote, de- 
ducirg his Aiſtory from TUilliam 7he Con- 
querour , until within Four years befure the 
Depoſition of the ſaid King R chard, viz, 
To the year 1395, At which time we may ſup- 
poſe that Aurhor was himſelf ſnatcht away by 
Death, or diſabled by ſome Dileale, for elſe 
he wonld not fo abruptly have diſconttaned hit 
Book. which Conjecture is confirmed by what 
Sir Roger Twylden 7z his Epiltic zells ws, 
That in the Manuſcript in the Rexowned 
Cotton's Library, (w»b:ch he concerves to be 
the very Autographon, or Original Hand- 
writing of the Author, and from which the 
ſame was exattly Printed ) there is in the 
firſt Page az Inſcription, riruled, Lamen: 
4 d.-.- + a FO tum 
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tum Compilatoris, The Compilers Com- 
plaint, beginning thus , 


Sum Czcus factus ſubita Caligine taGus, 
Blind 1 am grown, with ſudden darkweſs 

ſtruck, 

And thus concluding.: 

Me Deus allifit, cum v ult [anare , Va- 

lebir, 
In Domino ſemper ſtat. quod relovath 

tur Ager. 

Smitten ] am by God, who when he pleaſe 
Can help me, and alone cure each Diſeaſe, 
And ſo much for Knighton. 

The other is Thoinas Walfingham, | 
Benedictine Monk belonging to the ' Abbey, 
of S. Albans; who for ought appears might 
likewiſe live in King Richard's days, for he 
is ſaid to bave flouriſht, that zs, to be grown 
famous by his Labours, about the year 1440. 
And Leland grves this Charader of him, 
In Hiſtoriis Colligendis ſtudioſus atque di- 
ligens, 1hat he was a Perſon very ſtudious and 
ailigent in ColleFing or Compiling of Hiſto- 
ries, His Hiſtory (herein made uſe of ) begins, 
An. Dom. 1273, 4nd exas Anno 1422- 

To theſe cheifly is the preſent work Indeb- 
ted, andin moſt material paſſages, they are 
Cited, and their very words ſtrictly T ranſla- 
ted Jet fill not omitting to conſult other the 
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wot credible Hiſtorians that have wyote of 
thoſe times, 

And as for the Procels touching the Depo- 
ſition of King Richard, the Articles aga:nſt 
him, &c. The ſame are punitually Tranllated 
from the words of the Record, as the ſame 
(Examined and atteſted) are Printed in the 
ſaid Polumgalled, Hilt. Anglicane Scriptores 
decem, from Col. 2743. to Col. 2762, 

This ts all we have to Advertiſe you, beſides 
intreating the favour to Corrett 


The Errata of the Prefs: 


As particularly, p. 19. 1. 23. for ber. the, and 1. 25, of the 
fame page, for all whom, r. ali whicb ſeven laſt, for the Far] 
of Derby , though then in the Tewer, was not*ſ}Jain. The 
other Mif#kes arc lels material, and eaſily both diſcovered 
an1 amended. ; 
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THE 


Life and Reign 


KING RICHARD 
The Second. 


> Ing Richard the Second was born at 
Burdeaux in France, in the Year 
1366. His Father was that Re- 
> nowned Hero Edward, _ 
=& called The Black Prince, elde 
EZAREZD Son of the Great and Viaorious 
King, Edward the Third. His Mother Foen Daugh- 
ter of the Earl of Kent, for her exquiſite Beauty, 
ſtyled, The fair Maid of Kent. And if hewere ſo 
unhappy, as not altogether-to Inherit his Grand- 
fathers Pradence, and his Fathers Spirit and Con- 
dutt, yet it cannot be denied but he retained ſome- 
thing of his Mothers Handſommeſs , being: celeba- 
ted for the goodlieſt perſonage and moſt amiable 
Comtenance of any King that had been before him 


His 


'& Gnce the Conqueſt. 


2 The Life and Reign 


His Father, after he had filled both France and 
Spain with terrible Trophies of his Yaloxr, ( ha- 
ving taken the King of the former Priſoner, and 
in the /atter generouſly by his Arms reſtored Porer 
King of Caſtile and Leon, when injuriouſly dri- 
ven out of thoſe Realms by the Arragoniars and 
French) was in the Forty ſixth year of his Age, 
{inatcht away by death ( ſome ſay haſtned by Poy. 
ſon) during the life of his Father King Edward; 
who having then three other Sons ſtill ſurviving, 
viz. john ot Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter Edmund of 
Langley afterwards Earl of Cambridge, and Duke of 
York; and Thomas of Woodſtock afterwards Duke 
of Glouceſter : For preventing any Quarrels after 
his own deceaſe, and all Prerenſions which any of 
them might make to the Crown, to the prejudice 
of his Grandchild, ( this our Prince R:chard, to 
whom as Son of the eldeſt Brother it was adjudged 
to belong.) He reſolves to ſee his Right declared 
and ſettled in Parliament ;,, Creating likewiſe the 
faid Richard farſt Earl of Cheſter and Cormpall, and 
then Prince of Wales: and taking an- Oath of all 
the Lords 0 
King as his lawfull Heir, when ever himſelf ſhould 
Expire, 


Being thus put into the immediate Proſpe& of | 


a Crown, the over-burdenſom Glory came too faſt up- 
on his tender head, for Ring Edward having over- 
liv'd his Fortzne, and the better part of himſelf, 
his Conqueſts abroad being daily raviſht back, and 
Alice Price his Concubine ſhamefully ruling both 
Him and moſt Afﬀairs at home, oppreſfed with 
Grief and Ape, (though ſome ſay much more de- 
bilitated by the Careſles of that perulant Srrumpet ) 

: reſign'd 


the Realm to accept him for their * 
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of King Richard the Second. 3 
reſign'd his laſt Breath at Richmond, the One and 
twentieth of Fune, Anno Dom. 13773 in the Sixty 
fourth year of his Age, having Reigr'd Fifty 
Years, four Months and odd Days. | 

Upon the firſt notice of- his Death, the City of 
London tent Deputies to Prince Richard, ( who 
with the Princeſs his Mother lay then at K:ng- 
ſtone ) to acknowledge him their lawfull Sove- 
reign, and requeſt that he would pleafe to honour 
them with his Preſence. and nearer. Reſidence : 
Which Meſſage was kindly received, and the 
young King {oon after came to his Palace at Weſt- 
minſter, and on the Sixteenth day of Fuly was 10- 
lemnly Crowned; the Citizens {paring no Coſt to 
expreſs their Loyalty and zealous Aﬀettion to his 
Perſon, both in his Paſſage through the 1 own; 
and at his Coronation; As by ſeveral Triumphant 
Arches, Conduits running with Wzze, and all 0- 
ther Demonſtrations of a tranſporting Joy; Infſo- 
much that by ſome 'of the Nobility he was Ironi- 
cally called The Londoner”s King. | 

His tender Age (being at his  Grandfathers 
death but eleven years old ) required ſome Pro- 
tefor, or Chief Managers of Publick Affairs, but 
to whom to commit fo weighty a Truſt, is the Dit- 


'F ficulty : If to One, Ambition joyned with Power, 


may tempt to Vſurpation; Nor wanted they a Pre- 
cedent at home, whileſt they remembred how King 
Zohn juſtled out his Nephew Prince Arthur. 1 
to ſeveral; then it be might be feared, that diffe- 
rent private Intereſts; FaQions ; and By-ends, 
( from which ſcarce any of the Grandees were 
free ) might intangle or retard theit Proceedings 
lo as to obſtruct their a&ing unarimouſly aw 

Z encar- 
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chearfully for the Publick Weal : At laſt hoping 
topleaſe all'Preteriders, and conſidering that from 
2 hnultitude of Councellors moſt ſafery might be 
expected; They intruſted rſt the Rings three 
Upncles; but' Lancaſter , whether dilcontented to 
have any Partners, or that he cared notmuch to 
intermeddle, becaufe he had contrafted both the 
Enmity of the Clergy, and' the diſſatisfaction -of the 
Londoners : Or whether "having a pretence to 
the Crown of Caſtile, by the Marriage of Conſtance 
Diughter of the before-mentioned King Peter, 


that he might better purſue his Claim thereunto, - | 


warily withdrawing himſelf from that Charge ; ſfe- 
veral other 'Lords both: Spiritual and Temporal 
were added, till at laſt being found too many, the 
{ame was Conferr'd wholly -upon''the Earl of War- 
wick, who ditcharged the Office with good ſa- 
tisfaction. FH: G37 

'Fhe Scotch and French promiſing themſelves 


Advantages from the ap, trees :began to | 
erritories, almoſt 'be- | 


make Attempts upon his: 
fore he was in/poſſeſſion of the Crown. ' The firſt 


{trprized the Caſtle of Berwick, the ſecond the 0 
Iſle of Wight, and burnt-andpillag'd ſeveral Towns © 
and Villages on the Coaſts,” but were both quick- Þ 


ly repulsd and beaten out again. 

- About two Months after the Coronation, a 
Parliament 1s called, which fate from Afichaelmas 
to S. Andrew's Day , and Baniſhed Alice. Price, 
King Edward's Miſtreſs ; - for that whereas for- 
merly being complained .of as a'Grievance in Par- 
Himent, ſhe had ſworn never to come again into 
the Kings Court or Preſence , ( which the King 


had likewiſe confirmed with his Oath ): yet "_ 
tne 
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- of King Richard the Second. J 


the death of the Black, Privce, ſhe had returned 
and miſgovern'd the King, preſuming to fit in 
judicial Courts, and by her Preſence and Influ- 
ence to wreſt Fuſtice, and in his ſicknels flattered 
him with hopes of Life, ſo that he negle&ed ma- 
king Proviſion for his Soul, till he was quite ſpeech- 
leſs, whileſt ſhe in the mean time purloyned away 
the choiceſt things in_ the Palace, and ſtole even 
the very Rings off iis Fingers, and then (like a 
right Harlot ) left him gaſping for Life, and un- 
able to ſpeak one- word, in the Company only of 
one poor Prieſt, My Author, ſays, when ſhe 
came now to be queſtioned, ſhe had with Money 
corrupted many of the Lords, and all the Lawyers 


| of England, who did not only ſecretly but pub- 


lickly plead and uſe all their Intereſt in her behalf; 
yet ſhe was ſo vigorouſly proſecuted by the 
Knights in Parliament , that beins by her own 
Mouth ConviRed, ſhe was Baziſhe the Land, and 
all her Eftate moveable and immoveable, forfeited 
to the Exchequer , from whence by the late Kings 
Favour , or rather Dotage, it had unduly been 


There was alſo by this Parliament given to the 


, 1 King Two Tentbs of the Clergy , and Two Fif- 


teenths of the Temporalty, to be paid the ſame 
year ; but on this Condition, 2:z.. That the King 
for the future ſhould not burden them with more 
Requeſts of that kind, to draw ' away his SubjeRs 
Money , but would live on his Demeaſas, and 
continue his War; for that (as it was there an- 
lwerd )) His proper Royal Revenues were ſufficient 
both to maintain his Cowurr, and carry on his 
Wars, if the ſame were but manag'd by fir and 

3 truſty 
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truſty, Miniſters : And therefore it was agreed, 
that this Money 1o given, ſhould as it was raiſed, 
be Depofited in the Hands of Two Citizens of Lon- 
don, William Waller, and Fobn Philpot, who were 
to {ee it beſtow'd for the Defence of the Realm. 
C1378.] This Fohn Philpot was an Alderman of 
London, a Perſon of no leſs Conrage than Prudence, 
as appears by the following Exyloit : Sometime 
after the Parliament broke up, and the Money 
colleted ; the Duke of Lancaſter ( to whom no- 
thing almoſt could be denied ) was very Impor- 
tunate to have the ſame delivered to his Diſpoſe, 


promiſing therewith to free the Nation from all | 
Invaſions and Pyracies, wherewith it was lamenta- | 


bly infeſted, and to perform other very advanta- 
Seous Services for the Publick : Whereupon he 
obtained an Order for the ſame ; notwithſtanding 
the Proviſo in the Att, ſo impoſſible it is de fatto 


to bind up the Hands of Power : But though ſome Þ 
Naval Preparations were made, yet little was ef- | 
ſeed to repel or prevent thoſe Injuries and De- 
predations, which the Nation ſuffered by Sea from | 


the French onthe one ſide, and the Scottiſh Picka- 
roons on the other ; ſo that by the common neg- | 
lef of ſecuring the Coafts, and ſcouring the Seas, | 
our Merchants durſt not Traffick abroad for fear 
'of Pyrates, who hovered in every Corner, but ; 
eſpecially of one Mercer, a bold and potent Scot- * 
tiſh Rover, who having drawn together a conſider- | 
able Fleet of French, Scots, and Spaniards , daily 
committed inſufferable Qutrages, ſpoiling all they | 
met; hereupon the ſaid © Alderman Philpot firſt 
complained of theſe Grievances, to the Kings Coun- 
c:l, humbly Remonſtrating the Damages ei 
an 
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and imploring Redreſsz But receiving from them 
only fair Promiſes, and no Relief, full of grief and 
diſdain to ſee his Country.men thus deyoured by 
thoſe inſolent Water-vermin; He at length Pro- 
vided, Vidtualled, and Man'd forth at his own pro- 
per Coſts and Charges, a competent Fleet of tall 
Ships, himſelf zz perſon, putting forth with them 
to Sea, where he ſoon encountred the Pyrates, 
zook the ſaid Mercer, deſtroyed his Ships, and res 
coyered moſt of the Prizes formerly taken, with 
Fifteen Spaniſh Bottoms well fraught with Riches, 
beſides many French and Scottiſh Ships, and fo re- 
turn'd with Triumph and the general Acclamations 
of the People : But Envy is always the Attendant 
of extraordinary Yertue, inſtead of Thanks or Re- 
ward, ſeveral of the Vobles from whom he ſeemed 
to have ſnatcht by this his fortunate Attempt, the 
Glory of that Service, which their Country juſt- 
ly, though in vain expe&ed from them, paſſed 
harſh Cenſures on his forwardneſs; and particu- 
larly the Earl of 4 calld him in queſtion at 
the Council-T able, for preſuming (being but a 
privateman ) for to levy Arms, and equip a Fleet 
without Authority: But Philpot with a prudert 
Gallantry, compoſed of an undaunted Innocency, 
and an humbe Merit, gave ſuch a juſtifiable Ac- 
count of the AR, as ſatisfied the Board, or at leaſt 
filenc'd his Accuſers: For thus in particular to that 
lord, he is ſaid to have anſwered, I would have 
your Honour undoubtedly know, that I did not adven- 
ture my Money, my Perſon, and my Men to the dan- 
gers of the Sea, and hazards of War , with any 
aeſign to Rob your Lordſhip, and your Collegues, of the 
Glory of Chvalry, or Fame of Military Atcheive- 

4B 4 ments, 
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ments, and gain it tomyſelf. But condoling the loſſes 
of my fellow Citizens, and miſery of my Country 
which by yeur ſloth from a moſt noble Kingdome, giving 
Laws to all her Neighbours, « ſunk znto ſo deplored a 
ate as to ly open to the Tnſolencies and Pillagings of 

rhe vileft of Nations and men, whilſt yet not one of you | 
lent an hand to her defence, I freely expoſed my ſelf 
and mine for her deliverance, and the publick ſafety, | 
to which the Earl had nothing to reply. j 

About the ſame time, viz. in the Second Year | 
of the King, there happened a Fray which (not to 
much for the importance of the Quarrel, as a rare 
Example of Fidelity and honeſty attending it) |} 
I cannot but Relate; Though even the thing it {elf * 
in thoſe ignorantly zealous times , wanted not its 
ill Influence on the Publick, and the Monksſh Hiſto. 
rians cry out about it as Tragically, asif Heaven 
and Earth were ingagd, all Chriſtianity at Stake, 
and the Pillars of Religion in danger. The buſi- ? 
neſs thus ; Two valiant Squires, Robert Haule, and | 
Fohn Schakel, in the late Warrs in Spain under 
Prince Edward, chanc'd to take the Count de Dena, | 
a Spaniſh Don of great Quality and Eſtate, who |þ 
was fairly by the Law of Arms adjudg*d- their | 
Priſoner , and brought into England, where # 
he left his Eldeſt Son with thern' as a -Pledge, | 
whilſt he. went home to raiſe his ranſome , the 
Son ſwearing to. continue with them till it came; 
but the Father being got into Spain, never re- 
need to ſend the money , but in little time 
dies, whereby the Honour and Eſtate devol- 
ves to the' Toung Hoſtage ,; which being under- 
itood by King Edward, ( for in his daies hap- 
pened this fr part of the Story ) both and 
LOTS Ns rinec 
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Prince Edward his Son, were very importunate with 
theſe two Gentlemen, to releaſe the Spaniſh Cava- 
ler, which they defired either in favour to the 
Duke of Lancaſter, who thought by the help of 
this Nobleman to facilitate his pretentions to the 
Crown of Caſtile, or elſe with an intent to Match 
him to Mathilda Reliet of the Lord Corrtrey, the 
Kings Siſter; but no matter what their Deſign was, 
the Squires were ſo far from parting with him, that 
they would not diſcover where he was, and lo were 
ſend to the Tower, whence making their eſcape 
they took Santtuary in Weſtminſter Abbey, and 
there continued, till now the Duke of Lancaſter 
reſolved to ferret them out, to which purpole Fifty 
men at Arms were ſent thither, who entring the 
Sanituary , put a trick upon Fohn Schakel, and ſoon 
got him out and hurried him to the Tower; but as 
for Haule, he was more ſtrongly Enſconc'd in the 
Church amongſt the Monks, and at Maſe, how- 
ever thither they went, and after a little expoſtu- 
lation why he would fo refracorily diſobey the 
Kings Command, when even Majeſty had conde- 
icended to a requeſt? they tell him, he muſt go with 
them, which he peremptorily refuſes, and draws a 
ſhort Sword and makes at them; whereupon they 
reſolye to force him away, who ſtill making reliſt- 
ance, was at laſt knockt on the Head amongſt them, 
which our Author calls Crown'd with Martyr- 
dome : the Monks would fain have reſcued him, but 
durſt not, becanſe they ſaw the Souldiers roo ſtrong 
for them, however the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
preſently thundred out an Excommunication againſt 
theſe Violaters of the Sanituary and all their abet- 
ters, the King and his Mother, and his Unckle 
Lancaſter 
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Lancaſter only excepted; And the Biſhop of Lon- 
don did the like for {everal daies together, but a- 
bout a Year after by the mediation of divers Grave 
and Venerable Perlons, the matter was compoled 
on thele Terms : that the ſaid Schakel, who was fo 
ſent to the Tower, ſhould diſcover and deliver up 
the ſaid Count de Dena, and lo be let at liberty, 
upon conſideration, that the King ſhould ſettle up- 
on him Lands, to the value of an Hundred Afarks, 
per annum, and pay him down Five Hundred Marks 
ready Money, in lieu of the expected Ranſome, and 
alſo that his Majeſty for {atisfa&tion to the Church, 
ſhould at his proper Charges ere& a Coauntry of 
Five Prieſts for ever, to pray for the Soul of him 
whom his Officers had fo lain, © though one would , 
have thought dying, in their Opinion, a Martyr,he 
might have had no great zeed of ſuch everlaſting 
Oriſons, But ſtill the moſt ſurprizing Intrigue of _ 
the Tragedy is behind, when Schakel came to pro- 
duce his Captive, he ſhew'd them hs man that wai- | 
ted on him; for the brave Spamard had that re-_ | 
gard to his Word which he had paſſed, that he 
{corn'd to diſcover himſelf without his leave, but 
on the contrary had all along both in the Santnary, 
and in the Tower, faithfully and ſubmiſſively ſerv'd 
him in diſguiſe, negle&ing both his Quality and In- 
tereſt when they ſtood in competition with his Ho- 
nour ; a piece of Gallantry and generous Honeſty, 
ſcarc'd to be parallePd in Story. 

About the Feaſt of S. Zuke, a Parliamezt was 
held at Glecefter, with an intent as was thought to 
have Clipp*d the Wings of the Towering Church-men, 
but finding their Ifitereſt too ſtrong, nothing of 
that kind was offered, but for the Kings further 


lupply, 
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ſupply; it was granted, that he ſhould have of the 
Merchants for every Sack of Wool Exported a 
Mark, and for every 20 Shillings of Wares or Mer- 
chandizes whatſoever imported from beyond the 
Seas,Six pence, to be paid by the buyer. 

[1379.7] Ihe next year, another Parliament was 
called at London, where the Priviledges of the San- 
ftuary at Weſtminſter were regulated, for whereas 
before great numbers of Pertons when they were 
got in Debt, would ſhelter themſelves,and waſte in 
revelling and debauchery their Revenues, which 
could not be touched for their juſt Debts, to the 
grievous prejudice of their Creditors, it was now 
ordain'd, that if upon Proclamation made, they 
ſhould not ſurrender themſelves, then their Goods 
ſhould befſold and their Lands extended, where- 
ever found, till their Debts ſatisfied. There was 
alſs anew Taxgranted, but becauſe the Commons 
were already much impoveriſht, it was laid only 
on the Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy , by way of 
Poll, viz. Dukes, and Archbiſhops, Ten Marks a 
piece, every Earl, Biſhop, and Mitred Abbot, Six 
Marks, beſides each Abbot to pay Forty Pence per 
Head for all his Monks; and fo Fuftices, Sheriffs, 
Kmohts, Eſquires, Rettors, Vicars, and even down 
to ſimple Chaplains, every one his allotment. 

This ſummer there was a moſt dreadful Peſtilence 
10 Exgland, eſpicially in the Northern parts, inlo- 
much that whole Families were ſwept away. Nay 
Towns and Villages left without Inhabitants : du- 
ring the Heat of which Calamity, the Scots took 
their Advantage to enter the Land, and Commit- 
ted great ſpoils in ſmall parties, but durſt not ſtay 
for fear of the Infe@ion, and yet (as our Author 


relates) 


relates) they had got a wonderful Preſervative a- 
gainſt it : for asking ſome Engliſh, the reaſon of 1o 
great a Mortality amongſt them, and being told it 
came by the Grace of God, they therefore every 
Morning with great folemnity uſed this Charm, or 
ſif any Body will call it ſo) Prayer —Godand Saint 
Alango, Saint Roman, and Saint Andrew, fhield 
#s this day from God's Grace, and the foul Death 
that Engliſh men die upon. 

[1380.] The next Year in Far. the Parliament 
was again Aſſembled at L-»der, and continued till 
March, wherein to avoid unneceſſary Charge it 
was agreed, that the Tutelage of the King, ſhould 
be committed but to one, and by unanimous con- 
ſent, Thomas Beuchamp,Earl of Warwick,was pitch'd 
upon for the Man, an Honourable allowance being 
aſhgn'd to him out of the Royal Exchequer for his 
pains and care therein to be taken ; but the Young 
King though a Afnor as to the Publick Afﬀairs, 
thought himſelf of Age ſufficient at leaſt to con- 
dutt himſelf in his private and perſonal concerns; 
for though for want of ripenning experience, his 
Wiſdome had not time to Bud, yet his Will was 
grown to full Strength: being already Plunged in 
the Gulf of pleaſure, and Yanities of Youth, he 
ſet himſelf to Promote ſuch as moſt pleaſed him 
with Flatteries , rather than ſych as were truly 
qualified to ſerve him with ſolid Council and able 
condu; whence aroſe Three fatal miſchiefs : for 
Firſt, his Aﬀairs were indiſcreetly managed, and 
without ſucceſs, by reaſon unfit Miniſters were 
imploy*d abont them : Secondly, debauchery was 
increaſed, Firſt, in the Court, and next throughout 
the Kingdome, for many of the Toung Nobility ; 
: obſerving 
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obſerving the ſecret favours and diſtaſtes of the 
King, ſtudying in all things to gratife his pleaſure, 
cave up themielyes to diflolute and d:ſhonourable 
courſes ; which il precedents deicended like an In. 
fetion amongſt the Gentry and Commonalty ; for 
Vice alwaies finds too many followers, even when 
it hath no'incouragers,; but much more doth it in- 
creaſe, when fluſht with Great Examples, and made 
the Scale of preferment. And laſtly the King by 
thus miſplaceing his fayours impaired the Yenera- 
tion due to Majeſty, became Cheap in the Eyes of his 
SubjeRs, and leſs reſpetted, for it is almoſt as dan- 
Serous.to-a Prince to have evil and deſpiſed Favon- 
rites and Adherents; as to be evil or deſpicable him- 
ſelf. In this Parliament was granted a Tenth from 
the Clergy and a Fifteenth from the Lazery, but on 
condition, that from thence, which was Afarch 
1380, to Michaclmas 1381. there ſhould be no 
more Parliamets ; that is, no more Money rais'd. 

'This Summer the King and Council ſent a ſtrong 
Army to aſſiſt the Duke of Bretaigne,under the Com- 
mand of his Uncle Thomas of Woodſtock, Sir Tho- 
mas Perrcy, &c. who landing at Callice , forced 
their paſſage through the Body of France, leading 
their Troops to and fro, and laying the Countre 
waſte at their pleaſure , without any reſiſtance, till 
they came to the Borders of Breraign, where they 
were joyfully reccived, but the very Terror of their 
March, had diſpoſed the French to an accomodati 
on, {o that they made peace with the Duke of Bre- 
taren, whereupon. our Army ' without any other 
advantages, but thoſe 'of Renown and Glory return- 
cd home, - 

Notwithſtanding it was agreed in the laſt Parlia- 

| ment 
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ment to the contrary, yet by the too great preya- 
lency of tome Councellors, a Parliament againſt 
the will and conſent of almoſt all the Great Men of 
the Land, was this ſame Year about the feaſt of S. 
Martin; ( which is Novemb, 10th ) Conven'd at 
Northampton j a place moſt unfit for ſuch an Aſſem- 
bly, as well for that it was Winter, and ſcarce any 
fewel for Fireing there to be procured, as alſo be. 
cauſe it \forded not Lodgings enow to entertain 
thoſe that ſhould have reſorted thither : but per- 
haps fo much the more fit for the deſign of the ſmall 
Politicians; for here they got paſt a very ſevere 
Tax, or Poll-Bill, Whereby every Prieſt, Secu- 
lar, or Religious; was to pay a Noble, and every 
Nun as much, and every Man and Woman, Marry- 
ed or unmarryed, being of the Age of Sixteen 
Years, Twelve Pence, (Beggars only excepted) the 
paying whereof was eſteem'd very grievous by the 
People, eſpecially of the poorer fort. And that 
which aggravated their miſery was, that when it 
came into the Exchequer,it was ſo handled by thoſe 
imployed about it, that it amounted not to lomuch | 
as ſomie former Taxes, which were given in lefs | 
proportion : whereupon fome of the Kings Mini- | 
ſters complained that it had not been duly Col- | 
leacd; and one Fohn Legg, and three of his Al- 
ſociates, obtained a Commiſſion to InſpeR and re- 
view the Levy , bargaining to give the King a 
great Sum of Money for the fame ; but indeed on 
that pretence committing horrible Oppreſſions, Ex- 
altions, and Inſolencies in divers parts , eſpecially 
in Kent, Norfolk, and the adjacent Counties. 
Hence immediately after, viz. in the one of 
the year 1381. aroſe one of the moſt formi __ 
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and miſchievous I»ſurrettions that had been heard 
of almoſt in any Age; the old Zellwm ſervile of 
the Romans was ated in England, but with greater 
Impudence and milchict; the Slaves are in Arms, 
and the very Dregs of the people will be Lords 
and Maſters. The true Cau'es or Occaſions of this 
unexpeRed Confuſion are very differently related, 
{ome Monkiſh Hiſtorians ( followed blindfold by 
ſome later Authors) out of hatred to Wicklife 
and his Tenets, ( which now began to be much diſ- 
{eminated, and of which we ſhall by and by give a 
further. Account ) attributed it chiefly to his De- 
frine : for *tis an ordinary thing to proclaim all 
Evills, concurring with any Attempts of Reforma- 
tion in Religion, to be proper fruits thereof ; as 
the Heathens of old imputed all their Calamities 
to the then new and riſing Set of the Chriſtians : 
But as we find nothing in that good mans real Po- 
ſitions ( for ſeveral of his Works are yet extant ) 
to foment ſuch a lewd Rebellion ; ſo neither do 
the more Impartial Authors of that Age lay it 
at his Door : though *tis agreed, one Ball a fa- 
Rious Clergy-man was an Incendiary of that Com- 
buſtion, which ſeems in its Original aſcribable 
tothe natural defire of Z:berty, and pride of Hu- 
mane Nature, impatient of Superiority, fince the 
Villains or Bondmen were chief in the Tumult 
and partly to the heavy Taxes and Tyſolencies of 
the Colleftors, and eſpecially of theſe New Far- 
mers of the Subſidy, or Commiſhoners, which ex- 
alperated the common people into a Mutiny. But 
whatever were the Provocations, diſmall were the 
Effeits, and might have prov'd fatal to the utter 
ruine of the Kingdome, had not the Providence 
of God wonderfully prevented it, Nor 
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Nor is it leſs diſputable where the Uproar be- 
gan, ſome ſay in Efex, ſome in Kert; for the 
Flame was {o ſuddenly ſptead into divers places, 
that they could ſcarce tell where the Fire broke 
forth, and who firſt headed them, is alfo uncer- 
tain; ſome ſpeak of one Thomas a Baker of Fob- 
hyngges;, others of Walter Tyler at Deptford in 
Kent, to be the Ringleader : but the moſt recei- | 
ved Tradition is thus. 'I hat one of the ſaid Col- | 
le&ors of Poll-money, coming to the houſe of the | 
aid Tyler (ſocalled from his Trade ) and requti- 
ring of his Wife to pay for a Daughter of hers, 
whom ſhe affirmed was not of age to pay, the rude 
Fellow told her, he wpuld preſently ſee whether | 
ſhe were ſo or not, and forceably turn'd up her | 
Coats, whereupon the Mother made ſuch an 
Out-cry, that her Husband being at work hard 
by, keard her, and came running with his Lathing 
Staff in his hand, wherewith he beat out the Col- 
kectors Brains, and knowins that for the ſame he ? 
mult be hang'd, endeavoured to ſecure himſelf by ? 
greater Crimes , drawing together the Rabble, * 
and incenſing them, ( who of themſelves were * 


but too ready) unto a Rebellion + Thus Multitudes | 


flockt together, broke open the Gaol at Adazdſtone, 
where the before-mentioned Ball the Prieſt was 
then a Priſoner, who having gain'd his Liberty, 
march'd along with them ; And they growing ill 
more numerous, ( ſome write an ' Hundred thov- 
ſand ſtrong ) came to Blackheath, where he made 
a ſeditious Preachment to them, taking for his 
Texror Theme the old Proverb; 


When 
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When Adam Delv'd and Eve Span, 
Who was then a Gentleman ? 


From thence telling therii ; ** That by deſcent 
© from Adam , all men were of one Condition z 
© That the Laws of the Realm were injurious to 
«Chriſtian Liberty , and unjuſt by making ſuch 
« difference of mens Eſtates, preferring ſome to 
© be Peers and Potentates, with great Authority 
<« and large Poſſeſions; whereby they took advan- 
< tage of the humble pliable Condition of others, 
© to keep them in ſlavery; hardly affording them 
&« Suſtenance 3, whereas there ought to be af equal 

& ſharing of all things, and that in common; &e. 
This DoGtrine was extreamly pleaſing to theſe 
Raggamuſfine who animated thus with Multitudes, 
and holding Correſpondence with others as mad as 
themſelves in other Counties, they Arreſted all 
Strangers that they met with, making them {wear 
tobe trae to King Richard; and to the Commons, 
ard never to own any King that ſhould be called John : 
Which they did out of {pight to the Duke of Zan 
eafter, againſt whom they had an implacable Ma- 
lice. They likewife Beheaded all Lawyers they 
could catch, ſaying , Till they were rooted our , 
the Land would never injoy free Liberty. , 
At Black-heath they tent for the King to heat 
their Grievances, but the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury and the Lord T#eaſurer, diſſwaded him from 
venturing his Royal Perſon amongſt them, which 
being underſtood by the Commwons., they wete. 
heredpon mote etiraged againſt thofe two , cal- 
ing them Traytors x and to be revenged itome- 
Q *_ © diately 


LP 
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diately march towards London ; in Southwark they 


diſcharge all Priſoners, and when the Mayor of 
Loudon would have pulPd up- the Draw-bridge 


and ſhut the Gates againſt them, the Rabble of. 


the City would not tuffer him, 'fo that all that 


Night they came in and out at their pleaſure ; be-' 


ing the more favoured , becaufe hitherto they 
{ſpoiled no man, but honeſtly paid for all they had, 
ſaying, They came not as Robbers, but to bring 
Maleta&ors to juſtice : The King to prevent 
Miſchief, fent them word to meet him at file- 
End, where he would hear their Complaints, and 
part of them accordingly went thither, where the 
King gave them a Charter under the great Seal 
of En:zland, That thenceforth all the Men of Eng- 
{ind ſhould be free, and dilcharg'd from the Te- 
nure of Villenage, and all Bondage of that kind, 
The Tenour of which Charter of Manwmiſſion, as 
it was given to them, and within few days ſent 
into leyeral Counties, was as tollows. 


R' CHARD, By the Grace of God 
King of England, and France, and 
1.92 of Ircland, to all his Bayliftts and 
faithful Subjects to whom thele P2e- 
ſents (hall come , Greeting , Know ye, 
T:,at of our ſpecial Grace, we have Ma- 
Qumils'd, 02 ſer free all and ſingular our 


Liege Subjects, and other of the Coun- | 
ty of E. and thein and every of thim * 


ORR nn oe Pn 


from all Bondage Do- Keleaſe and Ac- | 


quit by (Yſe-Pzelents, Ind allo wor | 


. WA; 
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don to our ſaid Liege-men and Sub- 
jects, all manner of Felonies; Treaſons, 
Cranſgreſſtions, and Cxtoztions , by 
them oz any of them , in any manner 
whatſoever Done 02 committed; and al- 
ſo all and every Outlawzy 02 Dutlaw- 
ries, if any be oz Gall be Publiſhed a- 
gain(t them, o2 any of them, fo2 oz by oc- 
caſion of the Pzemiſles ; and Do thereof 
to them and every of them grant Our 
highelt Peace ; Jn witneſs whereof UWe 
have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be 
made Patent : Witneſs Our ſelf at Lon- 
don, the Fifteenth of June, in the Fourth 
Pear of Dur Reign, 


Upon this Conceſſion, moſt of the Eſſex-mer that 
met at Mile- End went home ; but while this was do- 
ing, others that ſtaid behind in London, enter*d the 
Tower,and dragg*d out thence Henry Earl of Derby, 
the Duke of Lancaſter's Son,and bur a Youth; Simon 
of Szdbury, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Chan- 
cellor of England; Robert Hales Prior of the Hos 
ſpital, an Treaſurer of Enzland ; he before-men- 
tioned Fcbz Legg, and one Fohn a Minorite, being 
a Crony of Lancaſter's; and three others, all whom 
they forthwith Beheaded, carrying their Heads 
on Poles, as in Triumph: And now being heated 
with both Wine and” Blood, they march to the 
Savoy, and burn the Duke of Lancaſter's ſtately 
Palace, ( the beſt Houſe in England ) with all its 
rich furniture to Aſhes, breaking in pieccs all his 

G2 Plate 
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Plate and Jewels of ineftimable value, and flinging 
them into the Thames, and when one of their 
Fellows was {py*d to thruft a piece of Plate into his 
Boſom, they preſently flung both zt and hm into the 
fire to be deſtroy'd together,laying, They came not 
like Thieves to inrich themſelves; but of Liquors 
they were not {o ſcrupulous; for two and thirty 
of them being got into the Dukes Wine-Cellar, 


Tippled fo long till the Rafters of the Houle on # 


fire fell down, and Ropt the Paſſage that they 
could not get out, but were heard to cry ſeven 
days after, and ſo periſhed. From the Savoy 
they came back to the Temple, and burnt the Law- 


yers Lodgings, Books,Papers, and all Records they | 


could meet with : The Houſe of S. Fohns by Smuth- 
field, they ſet fire to, 1o that it burnt ſeven days; 
Nor had they any regard to Churches , but forc'd 
out {uch as fled thither for Sanctuary , and Be- 


headed them, for they us'd no other manner of : 


Execution to high or low. 

That Night, wearied with ſpoil, and generally 
Drunk, they lay Sleeping like Swine in the open 
ſtreets, and under the walls: and the next day be- 
ing routed together again, the King with a ſmall 
Guard coming to Smithfield , offered a Pardon to 
all tuch as yet after all theſe Outrages would ceaſe 
from the like for the future, and go quietly home. 
Whereupon Wat Tyler declared, that he was for 
Peace very willingly, provided. it were on ſuch 
Termsas he ſhould approve of, therefore to under- 
ſtand what he wonld have, one Sir Fohn Newton, is 
tent to invite and defire (for fo they were glad in 
that Juh&ure of Afﬀairs to complement his Saw- 


cynels) Wat to come and Treat thereof with the | 


King 5 
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King; and when the Knight urg'd him to make 
haſte, he anſwered with ſome Indignation ; If thou 
art in. ſuch haſte, go back to thy Maſter the King ; 
Ile come when I ſee my own time. However he ſoon 
followed him on Horſe-back, but flowly for the 
Sreater State, and being come near the King, the 
lame Knight was Commanded to go to him, and re- 
ceive and bring back his propoſals. Tylar offen- 
ded, becauſe this meſſenger came to him mounted, 
told him it became him to alight from his Horſe in 
his Preſence; and therewith drew out his Dagger 
to ſtrike him: but the King to pacify him, made 
him alight : the Demands which Tylar made, be- 
ſides a General Enfranchiſement of the Bond-men, 
(which the King had already granted)'were, That 
all Warrens, Parks, and Chaſes, ſhould be made 
Common and Free toall, ſo that as well the Poor, 
as the Rich, ſhould have liberty to fiſh, foul, and 
hunt in all Places throughout the Kingdome ; with 
{everal other the like extravagant demands:in which 
Tylar behav*d himſelf fo in{olently , that the Kings 
attendants could not but repreſent to his Majeſty 
that it was inſuflerable, and the before celebrated 
john Philpot, according to his ulnal Courage told 
theKing z that if his Majeſty would but command 
his Lieutenant,v:z. the Mayor, to Arreſt the Tray- 
tor , he would loſe his life if it were not happily 
accompliſh*t ; whereupon the King was prevailed 
with to give ſuch a Command, or rather leave, to 
William Walworth, then Mayor of London; who 
waiting an opportunity , and oblerving T ylar to 
play with his Dagger , toffing it from hand ro hand, 
as if he. meant ſome miſchicf, and that at laſt (to 
what intend is pot known , whether out of rude- 

: C3 nels, 
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neſs, or deſign) he laid one of his hands npon the 
Kings Bridle, fearing the Ruihan might attempr his 
Royal perſon, inſtantly Executed his Arreſt, by 
giving him a Blow on his Head with a Dagger; 
which was ſeconded with Philpor*s Sword and ano- 
ther's in his Body, ſo that immediately hefell'down 
dead on the ground ; when the Rabble ſaw this, 
they began furiouſly to Cry out, O our Captain is 
Slain, our Captain 1s Murdered, Let's revenge the 
death of our Captain, &c, But the King, with a Cou- 
rage and Ingenuity beyond any thing could be ex- 
pected from his Years, (for he was not yet above 
Fifteen) Clapt Spurs to his Horſe and rod to the 
Head of them, crying aloud, What mean you my 
men? or what do you ao? Will you ſhoot your King, 
you ſhall have no cauſe to grieve for the death of that 
Traytor and Ribaull ; T that am the King, will be your 
Captain, and your Leader : Follow me into the Field, 
and you ſhall have whatever you will ? 

Upon which words, amaz'd, and not cer- 
tainly re{olv*d -either of one anothers minds, nor 
indeed cach man of his own, they followed a while, 
till Sir Richard Knolls, with a Thouſand armed men, 
raiſed in the mean time by the Mayor, came upon 
them out of the City , at whoſe approach (being 
now Head-lets, and all in confuſion) they were to 
terrifd, that they forthwith flung down what arms 
chey had , and begg'd for Mercy; which the King 
granted, and withal gave them a Charter of Free 
dome in form as before recited; but proclaim'd, 
thatno Citizen ſhould have any correſpondence 
with any of them, nor ſuffer them to come within 
the Liberties : And fo this dreadful rout, from the 
hcjght of Infolence was in a moment ſcattered and 


reduced 
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-reduced to the depth of miſery and fear, ſneaking 


back by ſtealth into the Country : many in their 
paſſage flain or periſhing for want, and multitudes 
of them foon after Executed. 

For this good ſervice, the King upon the place 
confer'd the Honour of Knight.-hood, upon the 
faid Fohn Walworth Mayor, and. Fohn Philpot, as 
likewiſe on MVicholas Brembre, Fob Land, and 
Nicholas Twyford , Citizens of London. And in 
memory of to Honourable an exploit, perform'd by 
the Mayor, the Dagger hath (*tis ſaid) ever ſince 
that time been added in the Citty Aarms; which 
before bore only the Crols. 

- But though things were thus appeas'd at Londop, 
there. was ſtill no: leſs Hurley-burley in feverpl 
Counties: At Saint Albans, they Committed many 
Out-rages, and Cancell'd the Antient Charter of 
the Abbot and "Monks.In Suffolk there'tvere fwarnd 
fogether Fifty thouſand Villains, under the Con- 
qutt of one 'Fohjn Straw, a lewd Prieſt, who 'be- 
headed Sir FobaiCavendiſh, Lord Chief Juſtice of 
Enjland, and {his Head gnthe Pillory in St. £4- 
munds Bury. 1 he;like commotipn* allo there were 
atthe ſame time.in Norfolke, Cambridge-ſhire, and 
the 7ſle of -Ely,,, at the Inſtigation- of one Ltre-. 
ſter, a Dyer, who:called himſelf King'of the Com- 
mohis.,, and forc'd Teveral Lords, and perfons' sf 
Quality to befworn'to them , andridealong With 
them to Countenance their proctedifgs ; but theſe: 
were for the moſtpart ſubdy?diand. dilpersd,cby 
theaGtive:'valogrot Hucb Spenſer, Pxhop gf {4ay- 
wich, who Sithering an Army, together Ict.upony 
the Rebels with incredible fury, purſting KAR 
trom place toplace, and givingno Quarter fo any* 
of them, | C 4 It 
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[t is to be noted, that theſe Rebels in ſeveral 
ſhires held Correſpondence, and their Leaders {ent 
abroad their Epiſtles of advice, and incourage- 
ment; ſome of which (as they were afterwards ta- 
ken and own'd) 1 ſhall inſert, for the Readers di. 
verſion ; that he may admire the ſtile of thele po- 
pular Orators, and obſerve what ſtrength of peri 
ſion there was in Non-ſenſe. 


ALETTER of Job Ball | 
to the COMMONS in ESSEX, 


Ohn Sheep ſometime D, Mary Prieſt of 
] York, and now of Colcheſter; Gaeet-= 
eth well fokn Nameleſs, and John ths 
iller, and John Carter , and biddeth 

them beware of Guil in Borough , and 
ſtand together in Gods Name, and btd- 
- Deth Piers Plowman go to his. werk, and 
Chaſtiſe well Hob the Robber, and take 
with you John'Trewmanyand all his 
Fellows. and no mo. 'John the Miller 
hath yg2ound ſmall, ſmall, ſmall ; The 
Kings Son of Yeven (hall pay for all, 
Beware, 02 ye be wo; know your Frende 
fro. your Fqe, have ynough and ſay Po, 
and do well and better, and flee.linne, and 
ſeo peace, and hold you therein; -Ind ſo 
biddeth John Trewman) ae all yis Fel- 


lows. 
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Another. 


John Ball gretyth you wele All, and 
doth you to underſtand, he hath run-= 
gen the Bell; Now ryght and myght, 
oil and Skyll, God ſpede every y dele, 
Now is time, Lady help to Jheſu tht 
Done, and thi Done to his Fadur, to 
make a gode end, in the name of the Tri. 
nity, of that is begun; Imen, Amen, 
pur Charite, Amen, 


Another. 


John Bell ©, Mary Paiſt gretes wele all 
manner men, and byddes then in the 
name of the Trinity Fadur and Son, 
and holy Ghoſt, ſtond manlyche togedyr 
in trevathe , and hHelpes trewthe, and 
be pthe all helpe yowe : Now regneth 
in ptiſe., and Covetous 1$ hold 
Due; ;. fab Lechery without en ſhame, 
= Glotony without en blaine. Envie 

ticth with" treſon, and flouthe is take 
cre! ſeſone. God Do bote, fo2 now ts 
X i Sl MTA Southfolc , and 


hfolc. 


Jack 
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Jack the Millers Epiſtle. 


Jamk Mylner a$Sket help to turne his | 
Mylne aright. Ye hath G2ounden 
ſmall,'ſmall; 'The Kings Son of Deven 
he hall pay foz all. 100k thy MylIne do Þ 
a right, with the foure @ailes, and the } 
Bolt ſtand in \ſtedfaſtneſſe. - UTtth right | 
and with inight , with $kzll and with 
will, lat might help right, and $kill*go 
befoze will, and right be! 02e might, than 
goeth our Mylne aright. And if might 
go befoze right, and will befoze Skill, 
than 1s our Yylne myſadyght. | 


Jack the Carter' S, 


Jak Catitr pires yow' all, that 72 
mak? 4 gbd? end of that ye have: be- | 
gunnen,, and doth wele,' atid ay' beffur 
and bettur,' foz at the even'mien heryth 
the day: foz if the eb e wele than 
all wele. Lat: Peres | e. lowman' mM 
Bother duele at ho ;"*gnd dyght 

Cozn, and J will go with 'yow; and hetp | 
that ye may ſo dyght your inete and 
D2ynk, that ye none fayle. Tokke that 
Habb Robbyoure be wele chaſtiſed fo 
teſing of your G2ace , foz ye have greee 
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nede to take God with yow tn all yow? 
dedes, foz now 1$ time to beware. 


Jack Trewmans Scrol, 


Akk Trewman Doth yow to under- 
ſtand, that falſneſs and gle havith 
regned to long, andtrewth hath been ſette 
unde2 a Lokke, and falſneth and gile reg- 
neth in everylk Flokke, No man may 
come tretwth to > bothe ſyng $1 dedero, 
Speke , ſpend, and ſpede quoth Jon of 
Bathon, and therefoze (inn fareth as wilde 
flode, trew love is a way that was lo 
gode, and Clerks fox twelth wozth hem 
v0. OCod do bote, foz2 nowge is time, 


The Storm being thus happilycover-blownz the 
Rebels ſuddenly maſter'd, and a competent” Force 
railed to tecure the Peace of the Kingdom, it; was 
quickly thought fit to revenge ſuch an- Aﬀront, and 
bring the Delinquents to. Juſtice : In order to 
which,the King as ſoon as he conld do it with fafe- 
ty to himſelf and the Publick, revokes his former 
Charters of Manumiſſhion and: ParCon, by a” Pro- 
elamation under his Great Seal, 'in' theſe Terms. 


ICHARD, by the. Grace of. God , 
King 'of England , and France, and 
Loraof Ireland ; To all to wham- theſe. Pre- 
ſents ſhall come, Greeting :+ Although in the 
late acteſtable Difturbance, borribly made by 
divers 
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divers of our Leige People and Subjetts riſing 
up againſt our Peace , certain Letters Patent 
of ours were made at the importunate Inſtance 
of the Rebels, containing, That we have 


ced all Our Liege People, Common Subjetts, q 


and others of the ſeveral Counties of Our Realm 
of England, axd them, and every of them aiſ- 
charged and acquitted from all Boxdage and 
Service. Andallo, That we have pardon'd 
them all manner of Inſurrettions by them a- 
gainſt Us made , ana all manner of Treaſons, 
Felonies , Tranſoreſſions, and Extortions, b 

them or any of them committed, _ JS allo, 
all Outlawries Publiſht againit them, or any 
of them, on thoſe Occaſions , Or that we have 
granted to them and every of them Our firm 
Peace : And that Our Will was, That Our ſaid 
Leige People and Subjetts ſhould be free to buy 


and Sell in all Cities, Burroughs, Towns, Mar- 


kets, and other Places withis the Kinzodom of | 


England ; and that wo Acre of Land which 
holas in Bondage or Villenage, ſhould be ac- 
counted higher than at Four Pence; And if 
any were before held for leſs, that it ſhould not 
be Raiſed for the future, Pet for that ſuch Our 
Letters did Iſſue without Mature Deliberati- 
0n,and unduly, We well weghing that the Grant 
of” the. ſaid Letters doth manifeſtly tend to 
the very great prejudice of Us and Our rang 
COS | an 
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and to the Dilinherilon as well of ws, and the 
Prelates and Nobility of Our ſaid Realm, as of 
the Holy Anglicane Church, ad alſo to 
the Damage and Incommodity of the Com- 
mon-wealth, Therefore by the Advice of 
Our Council, we have Revoked, made void, 
and do utterly annul rhe ſaid Letters, and 
whatever hath been done or folluw'd thereupon, 
willing that none of what ſtate or condition ſo- 
ever he be, ſhall any way have or reap, or en- 
joy any liberty or benefit whatſoever, of or by 
the ſaid Letters, For we will, and "tis our 
Intention, by the Advice of Onr ſound Coun- 
cil, for the future, to impart ſuch Grace and 
favour to all and ſingular , although they have 
grievoully forfeited their Allegiance » As ſball 
be well-pleaſing , and profitable to Our Realm, 
and with which our faithfull Subjefts may 
reaſonably hold themſelves contented. And this 
we do notifie to all perſons concern'd , by theſe 
Preſents, Commanding the ſame to be Pro- 
claimed in all Cities, Towns, Villages, &Cc. 
And further we ftrittly require and command, 
That all and ſingular as well Free as Bond-men, 
ſhall without any Contradittion, murmuting, re- 
fiſtaxce or difficulty , do and perform the works, 
Onitoms , and Services, which to Us or any 
other their Lords they ought to do, and which 
before the ſaid Difturbance were u1'd to be 

dope 
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done , without leſſening or delaying the ſame; 
And that they do not preſume to require, pre- 
tend toor claim any other Liberties or Privi« 
ledges, than what they reaſonably had before 
the ſaid Tumults, And that all ſuch as have 
any of Our ſaid Letters of Manumiſſun and 


Pardon in their Cuſtody , ſhall immediately | 
bring and reſtore the ſame toUs and Our Coun- | 
cil to be Cancelled, upon the Faith and Alle- | 


giance in which to Us they are bound, and up- 
on pain of forfeiting All that to Us they can 


forfeit for the future. In Teſtimony where- ? 


of, we have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be 


made Patent, Uitnels Dur Delf at 
Chelmsford, the Second Day of July, iz the 
Fifth Year of Our Reign, 


By this Revocation, all pretenſhons of pleading 


a Pardon being cut off, proccedings were ne&t made | 


againſt the principal offenders, ſeveral of them be- 


ing convicted before the Mayor, and beheaded, as Þ| 


Fack Straw , john Kirkby, Alane Tradder, and 
Fohn Sterling, which laſt boaſted that he was the 
man that Slew the Archbiſhop. Alſo Sir Robers 


Treſilian. Chief Juſtice , was impowr®d by ſpecial 


Commiſhon, to Judge others of the Rebels, beforc 
whom in ſundry « og above Fifteen Hundred 
were found Guilty, and put todeath ; and amongſt 
them the before mentioned Incendiary Ball, the 
Prieſt, who being taken at Coventry , was brought 
before the King at Saint Albans, and there draw®, 
hanp'd and Quartered. 

During 
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During theſe Uproars, the Duke: of Lancaſter 
(very happily for the prelervation of his Perfon, 
againſt whom- the Commons had fo great a ſpite) 
was gone into the North againſt. the Scors, but ha- 
ving Tydings of the Inſurreftion, thought fit to 
clap up a Truce for 'l wo years, which he got ra- 
tified upon. Oath ſome daies before the Scors had: 
any notice of the Troubles in England; but con- 
ceiving himſelf in danger, for the general (thongh 
falſe) report was;that the King to pacihie the Rebels 
had conſented to abandon him to their pleaſure, 
when ever they could ſeize him, and having re- 
ceived ſome Aﬀeronts in that diſtreſs from the Earl 
of Northumberland , he deſired of the Scors, a lafe 
Condu&, and to reſide for a time amongſt them, 
who hononrably entertain'd him,til] he was ſent for 
by the King, and then a new cauſe of grudge happe- 
ned between him, and the Earl of Northumberland, 
for in hisreturn, he was denied paſſage through the 
Town of Barw#ck by the Captain Sir Marthew Red- 
man, by vertue of a command from the laid Earl 
Lord Warden of the Marches, not to ſufter any 
from Scotland to enter the ſame, which indeed 
the King had ſpecially ordered, forgetting the 
Dukes being then in that Kingdome, However 
this bred ſuch an Animoſity in the Duke againſh 
the Earl, that being come home, he charged him 
with ſeveral things, which the Earl as ftoutly an- 
twered, and great nambers of armed men followed 
each of them, bur: the King taking their differen= 
ces into his own hands, work*t a Reconciliation. _ 
About Atlhallontide, began a Parliament, byt 
had not accompliſht any thing. of moment before 
they were adjourn'd” till afrer Chriſtmes, by reaſon 
Hp” 
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of the arrival of the new Queen, Siſter of Wyxceſlaus 
King of Bohemia, and eleted Emperour : an Alli. 
ance of ſome Honour, but little profit to the Realm, 
ſhe being followed with a multitude of #ſatiate 
Bohemians ; who by the Kings facility,drain'd abun- 
dance of wealth out of the Kingdome. It was ob- 
ſerved, that as ſoon as ever ſhe {et foot on ſhore at 
Dover , an horrible ſtorm aroſe at Sea, whichſ9 
tolſed the Ships, in the Harbour, that the ſame 
which her Majeſty came in, was immediately daſht 
to pieces ; which ſome then lookt upon as Ominous, 
preſaging Tempeſts of State to follow her. 
C1382.) The Nouptial folemnities, which 
were very ſplendid and coſtly, being over, the 
PARLIAMENT meets again, to begin the New 
Year, in which ſeveral wholeſome Laws were or- 
dain'd: as to adinit Merchant ſtrangers, freely to 
{ell their Merchandizes-here,to regulate Excefles in 
the apparel of infcrior People, to lettle the price of 


Wines , and many other matters. But what (faith Þ 


our Author, Thomas Walſizgham, condemning ſuch 


praQtices) ſignify Alts of Parliament, when after thry | 
are made, they take no effett, or are nothing regarded, ® 
for the King with his Privy Council , took upon them | 
ro alter or wholly ſet aſide all things, that by general | 


tonſent had in Parliament been eftabliſhed. 


Of the truth whereof, there were too many un- ' 
happy Inſtances,asamongſ{ the reſt,in this very Par- þ 


liament, upon the requeſt of the Lords and Com- 
mons,Sir R:.Scroop,was by the King appointed Lord 
Chancellor, as being a Perſon of known Judgement, 


Iparning, and inflexible integrity : but within few Þ 


Months, he was turn'd out of that Office, (which 


he had laudably and prudently-adminiftred) mer: ; 
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ly bgcauſe to do the King faithful Service he had 


i diſpleaſed ſome of his unworthy Afizors: the Re- 


; 

| 
% 
'} 
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lation of which, I ſhall ſet down. in' Walſinghams 
own Words. Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, 
and Teveral other Lords, being latelydead, certain 
greedy and ambitious Knights and Squires, and 
others of inferior Rank, that were Servants to the 
King; had begg'd of him Grants of divers Lands 
and Lordſhips, lately. belonging tothe deceaſed, 
that they might have'the profits thereof, for ſa 
long time as the King by the Cuſtome of the Realm, 
was to hold them in his Hands ; which the King, 
hot minding the value, nor conſidering any reaſon 
they had to deſire, or merit to deferve, ſuch Reve- 
nues, preſently conſents to, ordering them to the 
Chancellor to haye theirGrants confirmd under the 
great Seal ; but the prudent and honeſt Chancellor, 
who zealouſly deſired the proſperity of the King- 
dom, and juſt profit of the King, abſolutely re- 
iusdto doit; telling them, the King was much in 
Debt, and *twas moſt neceflary he ſhould reſerve 
tuch Contingencies to himlelf, therewith in part to 
latisfy his Creditors; and that ſince they well knew 


S ſuch the Kings urgent occaſions, they could be no 


Sood SubjeRs to his Majeſty, that conſulting their 
own advantages more than his ſervice, and prefet- 


| Tingprivate lucre before publick neceſſities, ſhould 


80 about to circumvent, and further impovyeriſh 
him, by fuch prejudicial Requeſts , from which 
they ſhould do well to deſiſt, and be content with 


| his Majeſtics former Largeſfes, which were fſuſfici- 
| ent for them. | 


Nettled with this repulſe, theſe Courtiers reſort 


| back ro the Kins, grieyiouſly complaining of the 
1 n 


Chari- 
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Chancellor's Obſtinacy, that he contemfied his Ma- 
jeſties Command, and that it concerned his Ma- | 
jeſty ſuddenly, and with due ſeverity, to Chaſtize 
ſuch an affronted diſobedience; for otherwiſe the 
Royal Authority would become contemptible to 
all his People , and his Command be accounted of *? 
no value, &c. The young King therefore more re- Þ 
garding the falſe ſuggeſtions of thele telf-deſigriing F 
fatterers, than the faithful allegations and advice | 
of his Chancellor, ſends in his fury meſſengers to * 
demand the Seal of him, but the Chancellor would 
deliver it to no hands but the Kings. To whom 
having ſurrendred it, he was pleated to retain it for 
many daies in his own Cuſtody, Sealing Grants 
therewith himſelf, &c. Till at length the keeping 
of it was conferr*d on Braibrook Biſhop of Lon- 
dog. 

To this laſt mentioned Parliament, Fohn Wick- 
if exhibited a certain Complaint , or Articles, 
chiefly againſt the Abuſes of Monks, Fryars, cc. © 
An Abſtract of the ſubſtance whereof is as fol- ” 
lows. £ 
1. Article, That all Perſons of what Kind, Or- © 
der, Set, or ſingular Religion ſoever, made or inſtitu- © 
red by men, may freely without any let or puniſhment, 
leave the ſame at their pleaſure, and are only bound Þ 
ſtably to hold the Rule of Feſus Chri#t, taken and 9i- 
ven by him and his Apoſtles, and far mere profitable | 
than ſuch new Religions founded by ſinful men. 2 

2. Art. That thoſe things which men have unrea- | 
ſonably and wrongfully Condemned; As , That the 
Ring carinot take away the Goods of Prelates, 
Monks, cc. misbehaving themſelyes, or the like; | 
may be vindicated and aſſerted , and the contrary. 
Errous 
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Errour condemning them E xpoſed : For that nothing 
ought to be condemned, unleſs it ſavour of Erroir or 
unrighteouſneſs againſt Gods Law. | 
3. Art. That both Tythes and Offerings be given, 
paid, and received, with and to the ſame intent only, 
as by Gods Law they ought ;, that is , that wbat. s 
mbre than ſufficient to ſerve the Prieſts, &c. with Ne- 
ceſſaries, be given to the Poor: And that if they be 
abuſed to litxury or covetouſneſs, thtn they may law- 
fully be taken away. = Ee OI ROPE 
4. Art. That Chriſts Doitrine , and the Belief 
touching the Sacrament plainly delivered by him and 
his Apoſtles, be openly taught in Churches, and the 
tontrary Teaching and falſe Belief, brought up by 
curſed Hypocrites and worldly Priefts, exploded. 


Wicklif's preferring thefe Articles ( which he 
at Iafge Confirm'd. both by Authorities and Rea- 
ſon) ſtirred up freſh hatred againſt him in the Fc- 
cleſtaſticks, and procured him much trouble. 

Wherefore becaule all Papiſts fo furiouſly con- 
demn him to this day as a wicked Hererick, and 
we juſtly own him as one of the firſt and moſt emi- 
nent Authoys of the Reformation in Dofrine, by 
his painful Writing and Preach. 
ing,, his Tenets being generally }. 2 oe ES 
the ſame * with thole profeſſed DE, NO 

oh: | | ; Oxford, b* Apole- 
i this day by the Pritelex Ord, be ha 
-burches, bating ſome few Er- 7,5; bu Confor- 
rowrs intermixt , which are as jy wich the now 
leſs material, ſo likewiſe more Church of. Eng- 
exculable; conſidering the [940- land, Printed Anno 


p j 


rance and Blindneſs of the Age 1608, 
he lived in, And ems Story, | 
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is one of the Remarkables of this King Richard's 
Reign, it will not be impertinent briefly to re- 
late the lame. 

Wicklifis faid to be deſcended of an ancient Fa- 
mily in the Nortr), but the cxact year of his Birth 
we do not find Recorded; he was Educated in 
Merton Colledge in Oxford, became firſt Divinity 
Reader in that Famous Univerlity, and afterwards 
Redtor of Lutterworth in Leiceſterſhire : 1 ouching 
his Parts, his Contemporary Henry de Knyghton, 
Canon of Leicefter, ( and by conſequence none of 
his Friends) docsyct give this Honourable Chara. 
cter, That he was the moſt eminent Doltor of Divi- 
rity of thoſe times, ſecond to none in Philoſophy, in- 
comparable for School-learming, and tranſcending moſt 
both in ſubtilty of Science, and profoundneſs of Wit, 
Thele great Abilities enabled him quickly to dil- 
cover the Falſity of the Dottrines, and the Chear of 
the Practiles then 1n vogue in the Church: For in 
his Studies, he had run through the whole Courle 
of the School-men ;, and amongſt them was a pro- 
fefled Follower of Occham, by reading whole 
Works, and others that lived abont the ſame 
time , or not long before, fuch as Bradwardine, 
Marſil:us, Gulielmus de Santto Amore, Abelardus, 
Armachanus, and the Learned Groſthead Biſhop of 
Linceln : God gave him Grace to ſee the Truth 
of his Goſpel, and by ſecing it, to oath Superſti- 
tion and Popery. By Occham and: Marſilius he 
was informed of the Popes Intruſions and Ulſur- 
pations upon Rings, . their Crowns and Dignitics, 
Of Gul. de S. Amore and Armachanus, he learned 
the ſundry Abuſes of the ſonks and Fryars in up- 
holding this Ulurped Power. By Abelard and 0- 
thersz 
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thers, he got a Proſpe& of the Riphe Faith touch- 
ing the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. By Brad- 
wardine he was inſtruted in the nature of a true 
Sole juſtifying Faith , againſt- Merit-mongeys, and 
Pardoners , Pelagians, &c. Finally by peruſing 
Groſthead's Works ( in which he ſeemed to be 
moſt Converſant ) he deſcryed the Pope to be 4: 
tichriſt, by hindring the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
and placing unfit men in the Church, only to 1up- 
port his own Tyamy. And being thus enlightned, 
his Zeal to Truth would not ſuffer him to Conceal 
his Candle under a Buſhel : And therefore thole 
that aſign'd his being depriv'd of a Bernefice in Ox- 
ford, to be the occaſion of firſt ſpreading his Opi- 
nions, and would attribute all to Keſcatment and 
Revenge, {peak either 7aſhly or malicionſly, no ſuch 
provocation being ſo much as mentioned by Ay- 
thors of beſt Credit, to occaſion his preaching a- 
Sainſt the Corruptions of the 1imes; nor is it 
likely that he would have ſo inveighed againſt 
Clergy-covetouſneſs and Pride, it they could have 
retorted on him any ſuch cauſe of his Ditcontent ; 
or how can we but imagine, that if he had affected 
any ſuch ſmall Buſineſs as the Headſhip of Canter- 
bury Colledge, the Duke of Lancaſter ( who was 
his Great Patroa) could have helpt him to it. 
For indeed the Fame of his Learning, his unwea- 
ried diligence in Preaching and Writing, toge- 
ther with his pious exemplary Life, procured him 


| © many Diſciples amongſt the People, and ſeveral 


Fayourers of the firſt Rank :; The rather, for that 
he juſtly oppoſed the Ambition and Avarice of 
the Clergy, a Theme no lels gratefull than ne- 
cefſary ; For the. Temporal States-men ' already 
1-3 found 


33 The Life and Retgv. 
found it to bean inſuffcrable Grievance, though 
they warited Skill or Courage to abate it. King 
Edward the Third ( though a great Doter on Ec: 
clefiafticks )' is ſuppoled not to” have been his E- 
nemy ;' and*tis certain the pious Duke of Lanca- 
fter, ( fo our Author Kiyghton'always calls him) 
and ſeyeral of the Nobles 'were much his Friends, 
and Protettors againſt the Rage of the Prelates ; 
for Wickliff' being in King Edward's days Cited t6 
Anſwer before the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
Biſhop of London, and' others in Pauls, the ſaid 
Duke, and Sir Henry Piercy Lord Marſhal, were 
pleaſed to attend him thither, and would needs 
have him ſ# in preſence of the Court, allcaging 
he had much to anlwer , and therefore needed 
convenient caſe ; which favour the Biſhop of Zox- 
gon refuſing to grant, hard words 'arole between 
the Temporal and Spiritual Lords; infomuch that 
the Duke threatned he would pull down the pride 
of all the Biſhops of England : And' by realon of 
their Conteſt, W:ckl:f for the preſent got' off, and 
little was dohe egainſt him. | 
But in the beginning of King Richards Reign, 
the Pope ſent a Bull to the 'Univerlity of O»ford, 
upbraiding them' with ſuffering and countenan- 
eing Wicklif and his Doctrine, and charging them 
on pain of beins deprived of all their Priviledze? 
and Jzdulgences , that they ſhould no longer tole- 
rate the ſame; But the Heads of the Univerſity 
were {o well ſatisfied with Wicklffe's Integrity, 
that they were at a ſtand whether they ſhould re- 
Ccive the ſaid Bull, or rejctt it with Contempt : 
However the Pope plyed both the King and the 
Archbiſhop , and Biſhop of Zojdon , with w_— 
EN ge ra 
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ral other Letters and Bulls to the ſame effet; So 
that at laſt, Wicklif was again Conven'd before 
them ; but on the Day aſſign'd for his Examinati- 
on, Sir Lew: Clifferd came into their Court, and 
in the Nameof the Princeſs Foan, the Kings Mo- 
ther, peremptorily Commanded them to procced 
nofurther in that Afﬀair ; with which being ter- 
ried, they deſiſted their proſecution, and ence 
morche got out pf their Clutches. 

But now by reaſon of the before-mentioned Ar- 
ticles offered to the King and Parliament , the 
Biſhops ſoon after ſummoned him again before 
them, but whether he appeared or not, is uncer- 
tain : However they proceeded againſt the Opi- 
nions and Concluſions following, as His, which 
as they are related by the Hiſtorians of thoſe 
Times, I ſhall Recite; ſome of them being Branded 
as Hereſies, others only as Errors; Viz. 


Hereſie 1. 
That the Subſtance of Bread or Wine remains 
after Conlſecration in the Sacrament of the Altar. 
Hereſie II. 
That Accidents do not remain without a Sub- 


jeR after Conlecration in the lame Sacrament. 


Hereſie III. 


That Chriſt is not in the Sacrament of the Al- 
tar Identically, truly and really in his proper Cor- 


L 


poral Perſon, 
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Hereſie IV. 


That if a Biſhop or Prieſt whileſt he is in mor. 
tal fin, ſhould Ordain, 'Conlecrate, or Baptize, it 
would be nothing available. 8 | 


[ Nate, tb us falſly charged, Wicklifte's words whence thy 
u wrefted, are in by Book, De Veritate Scripturarum, 
P. 138. Nift Chriſtianus, &c. Unleſs the Chriftian Priett 
be united unto Chriſt by Grace, Chriſt cannot be bus Savi- 
our, neither can he ſpeak the Sacramental werds without | 
lying; Licent profint capacibus,though yet they are pro» Þ 


fitable _ Receivers. Which lat Clauſe they ſpitefully 
omit. | 


Hereſfie V. 


That if a Man be duly Contrite, all outward 
Confeſſion is luperfluous and to him unprofitable. 


"Hereſts VE 


That he hath Obſtinately aſſerted, 'that it is not 


founded in the Goſpel, that Chriſt ordained the 
Mals. 


Hereſie VII. 


That God ought to obey the Devil. 


[ Th Poſetian the Devil bimſelf wonld ſcarce dare to utter, 
much leſs thu godly man, who on the quite contrary in bis Com- 
ment 0n the Plalms p. I 12. ſaith, the Devil is clepid God's An- 
gel: for he may do nothing but at Gods ſuffering, and ſex- 
veth God in tormenting ſinful men. ?*1is true in hs Book, 4- 
$ainft the Fryars, Cap. 28. be complains of their Blaſphemy, 
in accuſing the Holy Scriptures of Falſhoed, which, ſaies be, is 
zo put fallneſs upon God himlelf, who zs the Aurbor thereof, ard 
Jet they would have us beletve what they themſelves ſay 1s true. 
Ales (ſaith be) who may ſuffer this Blaſphemy, that Chriſt mn 

whom 
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whom is all Treaſure of Witt, Wiſdome, and Truth, could 
not, or would not ſay true Words, and fentence, but yet: 
ſinful fools have true manner of Speaking, contrary: to the 
ſpeech of our Lord Jefu Chrilt, for if this be, finful fools, 
yea Divelsof Hell, been wiſer and truer than Jeſt Ghrift. 
From theſe words , or ſome ſuch Argument ab Abſurdo, againſ# 
them, that which he proves 10 be their wicked Conlequence, they 
make bi Do&trine, ju as if one ſhould charge David with a{- 


ſerting, there is no God, Jeaving out, The Fool hath faid in his 
Heart, 


Herefie VIII. 


That if the Pope bea Wicked Man, and conſe- 
quently a member of the Dewsl, then he has no pow- 
cr given him over faithful Chriſtians by any, unleſs 
perhaps by Caſar. | 


Hereſie 1X. 


That after Urban the Sixth, [_ Pope at that time] 
none ought to be choſen Pope, but we ought to live 


after the manner of the Grecks, under our own 
Laws. | 


Errors, 


*1. Thatno Prelate ought to Excommunicate 
any, unleſs firſt he know ſuch perfon to be Excort- 
municated of God. 


[ * Thar is only for offences again(# God's Law. ] 


2, That if any ſhall otherwiſe Excommunicate, 
he thereby becomes an Heretick, or Excommuni- 
cated per{on himſelf. by=bi 

3. Thata Prelate Excommunicating a Clerk that 
| has appeaPd to the King and Council of the King- 

vom, is thereby a Traytor to God, the King, and 
Kingdom, 4. That 
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. That thoſe who forbear to Preach, or hear 
the Word of God, or the Goſpel, for the Excom. 
municition of men, are Excommunicated, and at 
the Yay of Judgement ſhall be accounted Traytors 
to God. 

* 5. That *tis contrary to the Scriptures , that 
perſons Eccleſiaſtical ſhould have Temporal po. 
{eſſions. 


* [This i wreſted to 4 worſe ſenſe than Wickliff intended, ] 


6. That *tis lawful to any Deacon, or Presbyter, 
— to Preach the Word of God, without Authority 
from the Pope, or any Catholick Biſhop. 
* 7. That none, whilſt in mortal fin, is to be ac- 
counted a Biſhop or Prelate. 
*['7b;c u the ſame Calumny with the Fourth ITereſre,] 


8. That Temporal Lords may at their pleaſure 
take away Temporal Goods from the Church ha- 
bitualy offending. 

9. That Tythes are pure Alms, and Pariſhioners 
may for the fins of their Curates detain the ſame, 
and confer them at their plcature upon others. 

10. That fpecial prayers applyed by Prelates or 
Religious perſons to one particular perſon, do npt 
more profit him, than general prayers, all things 
cle being equal. 

11. That any oneentring into any Private Reli- 
gion, is thereby rendred more unapt, and incapa- 
ble of obſerving the Commandements of God. 

12. That Holy Men, that inſtituted Private Or- 
ders of Religion, whether of 7endicants, or fuch 
as are indow?d with poſſefſions, did fin in ſo doing. 

- 13. That thoſe called Religious, living in pri- 
| | vate 
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rate Orders of Relipion, are not of the Chriſtian 
Religion. ye 

14. That Fryars AMendicant, are bound to live 
by the Labour of their Hands and not to get ther 
living by Begging. 

I5. That Fryars Begging after their Sermons, 

do thereby incurr the Crime of Simony, and all 
that beſtow Alms on them are Excommunicate, as 
well the giver as receiver. 
' About theſe Poſitions the Biſhops firſt met at Ox- 
ford, (where they had taken ſuch impreſhon, that 
Riggs the Vice-Chancellor, and many others had 
imbraced them) and after that at the Gray-Fryars 
London , on the Seventeenth of May, 1382. on 
which day after dinner, about 1 wo a Clock, juſt as 
they were going to proceed in this Buſineſs, hap- 
pened a Wonderful and Terrible Earthquake 
throughout all Exgland ; whereupon divers of the 
Suffragans being affrighted, would have diliſted, 
but the Archbiſhop otherwiſe interpreting the 
Omen, they went on, and at laſt ſolemnly Con- 
demned all the {aid Propoſitions, there being pre- 
lent Eight Biſhops, Nineteen /Monks and F: yars, 
Fourteen Dottors of Law, and Six Batchellors of 
Divinity. | 

However Mr. Wickl;ff himſelf ( whether bc- 
cauſe they could not find him : or that they were 
afraid to meddle with him) or rather becaule they 
were much diſtrated by reaſon of the Feuds be- 
tween two Popes then in being at once, eſcaped their 
malice; and in the Year 1335. dyed peaceably 
in his Bed, haveing been Do@or of Divinity a- 
bove T hirty Years, and of {uch induſtry and learn- 
ng, that te Tranſlated the whole Bible into Erg- 


gliſh ; 
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aliſh; one Copy whereof written with his- own 
Hand, lately was, and I ſuppoſe ſtill is extant 
in Saint Fohr's Colledge in Oxford : He lived in 
a'time , when the Fryars Orders by their mani. 
fold diſorders were become exceeding odious, 
and the Popes juriſdiction by proviſions, Releryati. 
ons, and Collations very intollerable, which made 
way for thole excellent ſtatute Laws about this time 
enacted, of Premunire, againſt Proviſors, and the 
abuſes of Begging Fryars; which 1o bridled and 
reſtrained the Popes Rampant Ulurpations, that. he 
could but little prevail here in England, during the 
Reign of King Edward the Third, and King R:- 
chard the Second : Towards making of which Laws, 


Wicklifs Dodtrine ſtruck a great ſtroak, he main- F 
taining very learnedly and ſtoutly, the Kings juriſ. þ 


dition , Crown, and Dignity, | againſt Papal and 
all kind of Encroachments, by the Laws, Civil, Ca 
yon, and Common, of which laſt eſpecially he made 
great uſe, and was well skill'd therein. But for full 
itatisfation concerning this famous Man, I ſhall 
here add, the Teſtimonial of the Univerſity given 
in his behalf, after his Death, as follaws, v:z. 


6 2 all and ſingular the Children of our holy Mother 
the Church, to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, the 
Vice Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford , with 
the whole Congregation of the Maſters, wiſh perpetual 
health inthe Lord: Foraſmuch as it 1s not commonly ſeen, 
that the Adts and (Monuments of valiant men, not 
the praiſe and merits of good men, ſhould be paſs d over 
and hidden with perpetual ſilence, but that trae report 
and fame ſhould continually ſpread abroad the ſame 11 


ftrange and far diſtant places; beth in Teſtimony there- 
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of, and for the example of others. Foraſmuch alſo as 
the provident diſctztion og, Mans nature” bath deviſed 
this defence againſs ſlang that when ever Witneſſes 
by Word of Mouth caiinet be prefent, the Pex by Wri- 
ting may ſupply the ſame. 

Therefore the ſpecial good will and care which wee 
bare unto John Wicklift, ſometime Child of this our 
Univerſity, and Profeſſor of Divinity, moving and 
exciting our minds ( a4 ys manners and- conditions re- 
quired no leſs) with one Mind, Voice, and Teſtimony, 
we do witneſs all bis conditions andi.doings throughout 
hrs whole life;to have been moſt ſincere and commenda- 
ble; whoſe honeſt manners,good diſpoſitiong profonndneſs 
of learning, and moſt redolent fame, we deſire the more 
earneſtly to be notified to, and celebrated by all the 


| faithful, for that we underſtand, the maturity and ripe- 


neſs of his Converſationyhis diligent Labours and Tra- 
vels tend much to the Praiſe of God, the help and ſafe- 
gnard of others, and the profit of truth, 

Wherefore we ſignify unto you by theſe preſents, that 
his Converſation (eveu from his youth upwards, unto 
the time of his death ) was ſo praiſe-worthy and honeſt, 
that never at any time was there any note or ſpot of ſuſ- 
picion noiſed of him, but in his anſwering, reading, 
preaching, and determining,he behaved himſelf lauda- 
bly, and as a ſtout Champion of the Faith, vanquiſhing 
by the force of the Scriptures, all ſuch who by their wil- 
full Beggary , Blaſphemed and flandered Chriſt's Re- 
legion : neither was this ſaid Doiter Convitt of any 
Herefie, or burned by our Prelates [| Note his Bones 
were not yet, but long after ordered to be taken 
up and burnt by the Council of Conſtance] after 
bis Burial : for God-forbid that our Prelates ſhould 
have condemned a man of ſuch heneſty for an erenets 

. who 
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who amongſt all the reſt of the Univerſity had Wrie. 
tes ia Logick, Philoſophy, Divinity, Morality, aid 
the Speculative Art Io the knowledge 
of all which thinzs we deſir# to teſtify, that the fame 
and renown of this ſaid Dottor may be more ori 


and had in repute among ft thoſe into whoſe hands theſe 
preſent Letters Teſtimonial ſhall come. 


In Witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our 
Letters Teſtimonial, to be Sealed with our 
Common Seal,dated at Oxford,in our Congre- 
gation Houſe, the Fifteenth of Oftober, in the 
Year of our Lord, 14c6. 


About the fame time, ſeveral of Wicklff s fol. 
lowers, as Nicholas of Hartford, Fobn Aſton, Fobn 
Purneyzand other Prieſts, were much troubled for 
the fame and the like Opinions; among the reſt 
our Author Henry de Xnyghton,tells us,that on Palm 
Sunday, he heard one at Leiceſter Preaching thele 
horrible Hereſfies and Errors ( in his Opinion) fol- 
lowing,v:z. 


That to Blabber with the Lipps, and multiply Words 
;m Prayer ſignified nothing. : 

That to give Money for Celebratifly of Maſſes 
world not avail any body, unleſs he led a goed Life. 

T hat Chriſt never Commanded any Body to Begg. 

That no Man is bound to give Almes to any that 
has better Cloathes and entward accomodations than 
hinfelf. , 

That none is truely a Prelate, rior capable of a Bi- 
ſhoprick.,, unteſs he be a Teacher and Preacher. . 
That 
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That Money got ty Confeſſions fs accurſed, ana As 


well the giver 4s Titeiver Excommunicate. 

That Preachers carrying about Baggs and Scripps, 
are falſe Teachers, ſinee Chriſt in his Goſpel Commands 
the contrary, and the true Diſciples of Chriſt never 
prattiſed it. 

That for thoſe to Begg, who are able to work 1s Con- 
demned by the Law Cwil, and 10 where approved by 
the Law Evangelical. 

That Chriſt Converted many of divers States and 
Conditions ts the Faith; but we doe not find in the 
Holy Scripture that ever he converted a Prieſt. 


Theſe Opinions ſpreading ſo faſt, and the Bi- 
ſhops perceiving that yet they had not ſufficient 
Authority by any Law, or Statute of this Realm, to 
proceed unto Death or Impriſonment, againſt any 
for matters of Religion , they therefore ſolicited 
the King for the power of the Temporal Sword, 
who overcome with their importunity, or perhaps 


41acited by hopes of ſome Subſidy to be given him 


by the Clergy was content to give his Aﬀent to 
an OrCinance, bearing the name of an Aft,made in 
the Parliament holden at Weſtminſter, Anno Quint. 
R. 2. Ca. 5. intheſe Words. 


Tem; foraſmuch as it (s openly known, 
that there be divers evil Perſons with- 
inthe Realm, going from Countyto Counz 
ty, and from Town to Town, in certain 
habits under diſſimulation of great Yolt- 
neſs; and without the Licenſe of the-Oz- 
dinaries of the places, o2 other ſufficient 
| Juthoaity; 
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Authozity, Preaching daily;-not only tn 
Churches and Church-yards , but alloin 
Warkets Fairs, and open Places, where 
a great Congregation of People 1s,divers 
Derlinons containing Yerelies, and noto- 
rious Errozs, to the great emblemilhing 
of Chailttafi faith, and Deftzuction of the 
Laws, and of the Eltate of Yoly Church, 
to the great pcril of the Souls of the peo- 
ple, and of all the Realm of England, as 
moze plainlyts found, and ſufficrently p2o- 
ved befoze the reverend Father in God the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Bi- 
Wops, and other Ozelates , Waſters of 
Divinity, and Doctozs of the Canon, and 
of Crvil Law, and a great part of the 
Clergy of the ſatd Realm, ſpectally aſſem- 
vled fo2 this great cauſe ; which Perſons 
Do Alſo Preach Divers matters of flaun- 
Der, to tnzendey, DiſcozD, and Diſſention 
vetwirt Divers Cllates of the (aid Realm, 
83 well Spiritual as Tempoza!, in erct- 


ting of the People to the great Pcril of ail | 
the Realm, which Preachers cited o2 ſum- | 
moned befoze theO2dinaries of the places; | 


there to anſwer to that whereof they be 
impzached, they will not obey their Dum- 
mons3 and Commands, noz care not foz 
their Bonitions, noz Cenſures of the Yoly 
Church, but exp2eſly deſpiſe them. Ind 


mozeover | 
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mozeover by their Dubtle and Jngentous 
UWozds, do draw the People to year their 
Decrmons, and do maintain them in tyerr 
erro2s by (trong hand, and by great routs. 


| Jt is 02dained and aſſented in this pze-= 
ſent Parliament, That the Kings Com- 
| miſſtons be madezand directed tothe Dhe- 


riffs; and other Winilters of our Dove- 
raign Load the King, or other ſufficient 
perſons learned,and accozding to the Cer- 
tifications of the Prelates thercof, to be. 
made in the Thancery from time torime; 
to Irreſt all ſuch Pzeachers,and allo their 
fautozs, maintainers and abetters, and 
to hold them in Arreſt, and ſtrong Pzilon, 
till they will juſtifie to thein accozding to 
the Law and reaſon of Yoly Church, And 
the King willeth and Commandeth that 
the Chancellor make ſuch Commiſſions at 
all times, that he by the Prelates; o2 any 
of them hall be Certified, and thereof re- 
quired as$ iS afozeſatd, 


This was the firſt pretence of Statute a- 
gainlt the true Profeſlors of Religion, and - 
indeed was no- Act of Parltament duly 
made, but only by the King and the Cler- 
py,for at Michaels, following, in the Sixth 
Year of the King, a Parliament betng al- 
ſmbled complain'd thereof, and having wo, 

ence 
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cited the ſame —Add—— The which wag 
never agreed no2 granted by the Coin- 
mons, but whatſoever was moved 
therein, was without their Allent, and 


therefoze P2zayen the Commons, that the | 
ſatd Statute be diſanulled, foz it is not | 


in any wiſe their meaning, tyat either 
themſelves oz ſuch as Wall ſucceed them, 
all be further jullyfied, o2 bound by the 
Ptelates, then were their Aunceſtozs in 
to2mer times ; whereunto it 1s anſwer- 
ed, 111 Plaiſt aa Roy, the King is pleaſed, 


Yet though the {uppoled Law of the Fifth were | 


hereby fo repealed, and the fraud thereof difcove- 
red, the Prelates ordered matters fo, that this A& 
of Repeal was never Publiſhed,nor ſince Printed in 
the Statute-book with the reſt of the As of that 
Parliament, as Mr. Fox in his As and Monuments 
well obſerves. 

The Year 1383, was famous for a Warlike Ex- 
pedition under-taken by the Engliſh Clergy, called a 
Croiſado, or going forth to fight the Lords Battels, 
(as they pretended ) under the Banner of the Croſs; 
the occaſion thus : 


After the death of Pope Gregory the Eleventh, 
which happened in the Year of our Lord 1375, 
one Bartholomew, Biſhop of Barri in Apulia, by the 
undue As hereafter mentioned got into the 
Chair , by the name of Urban the Sixth; who as 
he entred by force, fo he proceeded with. fo mucit 


pride and Inſolence, that moſt of the CHO on 
00k 
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| ſook him, and retiring to Avignion in Frajxe, choſe 


one Robert, Biſhop of Cibbo, in his ſtead, who took 
upon him the ſtile of Pope Clement. Now to deſtroy 
him, and all that own'd, and took part with him; 
was the meritorious deſign;and that theReader may 
the better perceive the Nature of the Quarrel, and 


| what mighty rcafon People had to venture theit 
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Lives, atid Murder their Neighbours , for this Ur- 
bars Intereſt, I ſhall inſert a Copy of the Cardinals 


| Letter to him, as Walſinghan: recites it: 


2% Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, by Divine 
Merit Cardinals, during the vacanty of the Apo- 
flolical See, to Bartholomew, late Archbiſhop of Bar- 
ri; wiſh the Spirit of flounder Counlel. The ſanttity 
and purity of the Catholith_ Faith, and the wholſom de. 
votion f Chriſtian People, the clear profeſſion of the 
whole Eccleſiaſtick State,and Salvation of all the faith- 
full, do require, That thoſe things which may occaſion a 
Scandal 4zto orr faith, the ſubverſion of the Worſhip- 
pers of Chriſt, the weakening of the State of the Charch,. 
and the evident danger of Souls , ſhould be openly no- 
tified to all, declared amongſt the People, and according 
to the Doltrine of the Gojpel, Preached upon the 
Houſe-tops, leſt by indiſcreet filence theſe be left in 
Error, who might be reclaimed, aid they to whoſe Of- 
fice it belongs ſhould lie under that reprehenſion of the 
Prophet, ſaying, Thy Prophets and Preachers ſhall 
prophecy unto thee, things falſe and fooliſh , and 
ſhall not lay open thine iniquity ,. that they might 
provoke thee to pennance. Whereas therefore the 
Apoſtolick Seat being empty, by the death of Pope 
Gregory Xl, of pious memory, who itt March laſt 
departed this Life; we for the EleQion of another 
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Pope, according to Law and Cuſtom, bad aſſembled 
our ſelves in the Conclave, for that purpoſe aſſigr'd, in 
the Apoſtelical Palace,the People of Rome gathered to- 
gether by the ſound of a Bell, and in hoſtil manner, ſur- 
rounding the place , almoſt filling the Palace both 
without and within, did with vehement Terror threa- 


ten, that unleſs without any delay, we choſe a Roman, | 
or Italian,they would preſently cut us into bits: And | 
fo there being 330 due ſpace ofurded, wherein we might | 
acliberate of a fit Perlon ; they againtt our will andin. | 
tention, luddenly and abruptly by violence and bodily 


tear, compelling us to chuſe an Italian, We thereupon 
meerly to avoid the otherwiſe inevitable Peril of 
Death, as at the ſame time we openly declared amongſt 
our ſelves, did think fit to nominate thee for Pope, not 
doubting but thou (to whom as well as to all the Clergy, 
and People, that accurſed violence was well known) 
hadſt had ſo much Conſcience, as in 19 ſort to accept 
'of the ſame. But thou forgetful of thine own Salvatt- 
on, laying aſide all pure Conſcience,and being otherwiſe 
ambitious, waſ# ſo fir inflamed with the ardor of 
Worlaly Honour, upon the preſentation of that Ele&tion 
(thourh extorted allo by fear, and avainſt the Canon 
cal Sanitions, from thoſe who carried it from us into 
the City) that thou to the greateſt Scandal of the Chri- 
ſtian Clergy, and People, and to the pernitions Exam- 
ple of others in ſach caſes, didſ# conſent to the ſaid 
Election, thouzh the ſame in Law were abſolutely null 


and void, and-alſo out of fear, ( as we well hope) didf | 


ſuffer thy ſelf ro. be inthron'd in the City, and Crown'd 
de fatto, and fahaſt taken upon thee the Name of Pope, 
who by the boly and wiſe Fathers, and by Right, and 
Law, art rather: and deſervedly to be called , An ac: 
curled Apoſtate, Antichriſt, and-the Invader, and 
Deſtroycr 
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Deſtroyer of all Chriſtianity. Since therefore ſuch 
thy wicked tmtruſuon into the Papacy 1s now aivulged 
throughout the World, grown notorious, and cannot any 
longer be hid, as being done juſt before Eaſter, when 
from all payts of Chriſtendom there were multitudes 
of People at Rome; and whereas many Errors have al- 
ready began to creep abroad, and the Conſciences 
of the faithful to be intangled, and that thou being long, 
expelted, and charitably admonijhed in ſecret yegardeſt 
net to amend thy folly , but rather doſt deſire to draw 
the whole Clergy and People into a precipice, and 
preferring the empty tranſitory Glory of the World, be- 
fore the Salvation of thine own, and other Chriſtians 
Souls , obſtinately endeavoureſt to hold the Popedom 
by Tyranny, into which thou didſt not enter by 
the door ; We therefore not being able with ſafe Con- 
ſciences any longer to diſſemble the Premiſjes, laying 
forth the ſame, and giving notice thereof to thee, and all 
faithful Chriſtzans,though the ſame be already notor 1115 
to thy ſelf,and almoſt all the Clergy & People, do pub- 
liſh and denounce thee accuried, and (as having in: 
truded into the Papacy without any Canonical Eleition ) 
an Invader of all Chriſtianity, ſince thou dreadeſt z:0t 
to Invage the very Head of Chriſtianity it ſelf, and 
ſuch a Deſtroyer, as ſeckeſt by thy tyrannical uſur patio 
on, to cauſe almoſt all the Sacraments to #211, and he 
wnverſal People of Chriſt to run aſtray on Precipices, 
4 wanting a true Shepherd ; Exhorting nevertheleſs, 
and treating by the Bowels of Mercy, of our Lord 
Jeſ:'s Chriſt, whoſe Spouſe the Church, thou haſt not 
bluſh't to Commit a Rape upon ;, that thou wouldeſt 
think of the end, to which fulneſs of daies ts haſtening 
thee ; that thou wouldeſt direit the Eyes of thy mind to 

God, and a pure Conſcience: and that thou woiddeſt 
E2 quit, 
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quit, and leave empty and free, that moſt Holy Seat | 


of S. Peter, which without Title cthox doſt Occupy ; 
and that thou wouldſt lay aſide the Papal Enſignes and 
Ornaments, and without delay abſtain from the Admi- 


niſtration of any the Spirituals , or Temporals, of * 
the Papacy, and Roman Church, and ſtudy to ſatisfy | 
God, and the Church,to thy utmoſt power , by the fryn; 

of true Repentance : Which if thou ſhalt perform, Þ 
thou mayeſt deſerve to obtain the Grace of God, and | 
the applauſes of the World, and the praiſes of the & 
Clergy, and People, and 4 Remiſſion of thoſe Sharp | 
Penalties, by the Canon Laws inflifted, and to be Þ 
withal diligence inflicted upon thee. But otherwiſe, 
art ſure deſervedly to Intnrry the Indignation of Al. F 
mighty God, and of 5. Pcter, and Paul, and all other F 
Saints; and we will Invoke Divine,and Humane Coun- 


ſel , with the Spouſe of Chriſ#, and of all Chriſtians, 
whoſe Mother without doubt 1s tn this behalf violated, 
and ſhall uſe all other remedies oranted by the Canoni- 
cal ſanttions hitherto, that before thou haſt ſo reſigned, 
thou mayeſt bave no bope of Mercy. | 


But Urbanns, (whom ſome that were fond ofa 
Quibble, were wont to call Turbanus, becauſe he 


was the diſturber of Chriſtendom ) would neither Þ 
be wheadled, nor hefor*d out of the Popedom, and | 
therefore he gets together the Biſhops that ill 


took his part, and makes divers of them Cardinals, 
who ſoon returned a thundering anſwer, to this Epi- 
ſtile of the ſchiſmatica] Cardinals and Biſhops (for 
ſo they called them that diſown'd Urban; ) which 
(to ſhew the meek ſpirits of the men, and how 
notably they argue) Iſhall preſume ſo farr on the 
Readers Patience, as here likewiſe to inſert. 


We | 
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! V E the univerſal Faithful of Chriſt, hononrd 


with this {acred CharaRter, founded ſo up- 
on the firm Rock, of truth, that the Lord upholding, 
and watering the root of our Holy Faith , by no whirl- 
winds of Heretical, or Schiſmatical perſuaſion, we car 
be extirpated, or overthrown; to John Biſbop of Pre- 
neſt, William, with the Title of S. Stephen, tn the 
Celian Mount, Cc. not (as you call your ſelves) Care 
dinals by Divine Mercy of the Holy Roman Church, 
but accurſed, and moſt ravenous Wolves, invaders of 
the whole Flock, of Chriſt, and moſt ſubtle Foxes, deſs- 
ring to lay waſte the Vineyard of the Lord ef Hoſts, 
ſend not Greeting, but Grief, ot Joy but Sorrow,and 
that you may be Cloathed with Contufion, as with a 
Garment. The mſipid Tenour of your Letters, which 
by the Devils inſtigation you raſhly have ſent through= 
out all the Provinces of Chriſtendom, bath wounded 
our Hearts , and all that is within us , not by ſtart- 
ling our Faith, but with a godly compaſſion for ſo 
horrid a Scandal as lately ts raiſed in the holy Church 
of God, but wo unto you by whom thele Scan4als 
come: For the Face of our Mother the Church :s 
made palc, pale with unſpeakable trouble , for the 
Erronr of your wickedneſs, (the like not heard of for 
many Ages) who would be eſteemd zealous of the 
Laws, when in truth you are Sacrilegious, though 
ſoon ſhe is rendred Ruddy again with modeſt Bluſhes, 
ſeeing by your ill deeds all the Borders of Chriſtianity 
to be inflamed. O deteſtable and unhappy Ambition 
of yours ! which endeavours to rend our Lord's {cam- 
lets Coat, and part that which ſuffers no Diviſion, 
but rather rejoyceth in Unity. Wicked Servants, out 
of your own Mouths you ſhall be judged , by you 


E 4 Letters, 


56 The Life and Reign. 


Letters, you have declared the manner of the Ele- 
ttion of the Pope by you lately celebrated, alledging 
that an unruly multitude of armed people beſet the 
Conclave , terribly and mortally threatning yeu , un- 
leſs you ſhould chuſe an Italian or Roman, but not li- 
miting any certain perlon whom they would 
force you to Elett. 
 *T therefore manifeſt, as to the Perſon , that 
you do grant he was freely, ard net by compulſion 
choſen, and ſo we firmly do and will hold, that the 
Eleion by you then made, was rightfully and ca. 
nonically Celebrated; and to him ſo eletted, In: 
thron'd, and Crown'd, as Head of the Holy Church, 
Peter's Succeſlor, and Vicar of Chriſt on Earth, 
we do faithfully adhere, and promiſe humbly to obey 
his Admonitions, Words, and Atdts, as becomes true 
and faithful Catholicks , not taking a damnable Ex- 
ample from your. pernicious Rebellion , ana Sacrile- 
gious and Heretical ſiubbornneſs. 
'' And furthermore we deteſt your Folly, and baſe- 
neſs of your Pretence;, for how ſhould Fear invaae 
you, who are placed ia thc Fore-front of the Churches 
Troops, as Champions and Defenders of the Or- 
thodox Faith, and wearing on your Heads the Red 
Caps, Frn/tns of Eccicliaftical Liberty, for 4a 
Token that 'you or9ht w1:dauntcaly to ſtrive for Righ- 
tcouſnels and Juſtice even to the Death. Nw I 
ſy, could the dread of Death make ou aepart from 
Righteouſneſs ? or how were you that call your 
ſelves Pillars of the Church , become ſe weak and 
feeble, as not to be able to uphold the Building frem 
tumbling on your Heads? Was there any Samplon 
there? No, alas, he diedlong ſince : But to excuſe 
your ſelves in your ſins, you will perhaj s Joy, The 
A | etcr 
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Peter the Rock of Faith, and after Chriſt the 
Prime Foundation of the Church, was ſo affrighted 
at the words of a poor Servant-maid, as to deny 
Chriſt himſelf, and that too with an Oath, of whoſe 
Infirmity you are Partakers and Followers; O ye Ge- 
neration of Vipers, ye crafty Serpents nouriſhed with 
poyſon, if ye taſt the bitter herb, aſt alſo that which 
1s {weet and whollom; and after this damnable de- 
nial of the Head, return with Peter to Confeſſion : 
Wetruly build upon the Rock,whileſi your abominable 
obſtinacy makes you Conlorts of a Traytor, whoſe 
Iniquity relies on Lead, Sands, and Rubbiſh. Nor ' 
let your fooliſh blindneſs ard blind fooliſhneſs ima- 
gine, that thoſe words in your Letters which ſeem to 
carry a ſhew of Piety and Zeal for the Houſe of 
God, ſha move us and perſwade xs 18 any thing to 
conſent with you, for we moſt evidently perceive, 
that thoſe words are full of the Leaven of the Phari. 
lees, of which Chriſt in the Goſpel admoniſhes his Diſ- 
ciples to beware. And by your | leaving Rome, and ] 
naming another place for perpretating your wicked 
Deſigns, you clearly ſhew us, that you have left 
the true Head of the Church, and are become Mem- 
bers of the Devil, and gone out znto the Deſart with 
Judas the T raytor, where fully with an Halter you 
may be ready to hang your ſelves; that that of the 
Prophet may be werified of you, — Let their Habi- 
tation be deſolate, and let none be left to dwell 
in their Tents. As alſo it i written ſurther of each 
of you, — Let his days be few, and his Biſhoprick 
let another take. Furthermore, you do but blacken 
the clear flame of the Count of Fundi [_a Town in 
Italy, whoſe Earl harbeur'd the Cardinals] when 
you ſo load him with your Commendations througheut 
Chri- 
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Chriſtendom ; ſince as the Poet ſaith, 1dem eſt lay- 
dari a Turpibus, & ob Turpia; To beprais'd by | 
bad men, 1s all one as to be praig'd for bad things, 
Conſider therefore O Count! that whereas herete- 
fore thou waſt unknown 27n divers Chriſtian Coun- | 
tries, which thou thoughtſt an unhappineſs, now thou | 
haſt pain'd not a Name but Shame throughout the | 
World, for inviting to thy ſelf the Enemies of Chriſt, 
the Breakers of the Churches Unity, and the Di- 
farbers of the Peace” and 1ranquility of all Chri- | 
ſtendom, and cheriſhing their deteftable perfidi- 
eufneſs, ſo that thou ſeemeſt to have built an Alylum 
againſt Chriſt and all Catholick people : Ariſe there- 
Fre O Count ! throw theſe Mice out of thy Budget, 
chace theſe Serpents from thy T abernacle, and ſhake | 
theſe Coals of Brimſtone out of thy Boſom, leſs they þ 
bring thee to everlaſting Burnings; ſo ſhalt how ob- 
tain the Grace of God, the Bleſſings of all Chriſti 
ans, and the Commendation of all the World, azd 
ſhalt merit to eſcape the Divine Vengeance. 
Dated at Rome, Cc. 


Both Parties being thus hot, and Chriſtendom 
divided between two Popes at once, each dam- 
ning the other for a Schiſmatick and Villain; France, 
Flanders , Scatland, and ſeveral other Countries 
joyn'd with Pope Clement. Infonuch that the 
French King proclain*d throughonr all his Realm, | 
That none ſhould own or obey Urban on pain of | 
being Beheaded, and all his Goods forfeited to the 
Kings uſe: But by means of Urbar's Comple- | 
mental Letters to King Richard and the Par: 
liament, and his honouring our Biſhop of Lo#- 


don with a Cardinals Cap, England was altogether | 
at | 
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at his Devotion ; for in the Second year of King 
Richard, an AQ was made, Declaring him to be 
lawful Pope, and that the Livings of atl Cardi. 
nals and others that were Rebels to him, ſhould 
be ſeized into the Kings hands, and the King to 
be an{wered of the Profits thereof ; and that who- 
ſoever within this Realm ſhould procure or ob- 
tain any Proviſion or other Inſtrument from an 
other Pope than the ſame Urbar, ſhould be out 
of the Kings Prote&tion. 

And this year 1382, the faid Urba: ſent over 
his Bull to Herry Spencer Biſhop of Norwich, ( 2 
young bold Prelate) to raiſe a Croiſado; that is, 
to levy Forces, who ſhould be all markt with the 
Crols, as ingag'd in an Holy War, to fight with 
and ſubdue his Enemy, the ſaid Clement, the Anti- 
Pope, and all his Followers and Favourers, whom 
thereby he did Excommunicate and Depoſe from 
all Honours, and forbid any Converſation with 
them living, and burial of their Bodics when dead, 
Cc. In which Bull were ( amongſt other things) 
granted the Powers and Priviledges following. 


1. That the ſaid Biſhop of Norwich may uſe 
the Sword againſt the Anti-Pope and all his Ad- 
herents, Favourers, and Councellors, and with 
violence put them to death. 

2. That he hath full Power to inquire of all 
and fingular ſuch: Schiſmaticks, and to put them 
mn Priſon, and to confilcate all their Goods move- 
able and immoveable. 

3. That he hath Power and Authority to oe 
prive all Lay-men that are ſuch Schiſmaticks , 
all manner of Secular Offices whatſocver, and : 


give. 


60 The Life and Reign, 


give their Offices to other fit and convenient Per. 
{ons. 

4. To deprive all ſuch Schiſmatick Clerks, and 
beſtow their Benefices either with or without 
Cure, their Dignities, Par{onages or Offices to 
other Perſons more meet for the ſame, having 
power over Lay-perſons that are exempt, Clerks, 
both Secular and Regular, yea though they be 
Fryars Mendicants. | 

5- Thathe may diſpenſe with any Dignified or 
Beneficed Clerks, 1o that they may be ablent from 
their Cures or Benefices, under the Standard of 
the Crols, without leave of any of their Prelates, 
and yet take and receive the entire Profits, as 
though perſonally reſident. 

6. There is granted to all that paſs the Seas in 
this Cauſe, either at their own Expences, or at 


the Expences of any others, Full Rcmiſſton of 


all thetr Dins, and belides as large Priviled- 
Secs as to any that pay their Money, or £0 to fight 
for the Holy Land. , 

7. That all fuch as ' ſhall with their proper 
Goods and Subſtance give {ifficient Stipend to 
able Souldiers at the difcretion: of the aforeſaid 
Biſhop muſtered, or by any other his Depury, al- 
though themſelves he not perſonally engaged, yet 
ſhall they have the like Remiſſon and Indulgence, 
as they which in perſon go the Expedition. 


3. That all theyſhall be Partakers of this Re- 


miſſion, who ſhall give any part of their Goods to 
the ſaid Biſhop, to fight againſt the faid Schit- 
maticks. _ 

9. That ifany ſhall chance to die in the Jour- 


ney, or be kill'd, that are Souldiers under the laid 
Standard 
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Standard of the Crofs, they ſhall fully and wholly 
receive the {aid Grace, and ſhall be Partakers of 
the aforcſaid Forgiveneſs and Indulgence. 

10. The ſaid Biſhop hath power to Excom- 
municate, Suſpend, and Interdict all perſons what- 
ſoever that ſhall be Rebellious, or Diſturbers of 
him in the execution of the Powers and Autho- 
rity hereby committed unto him, of whatſoevet 
Dignity or Condition they be, whether Kings, 
Queens, Emperors, or of any other, Quality Ec- 
cleſiaſtical or Temporal. 

Laſtly, That he may compel and inforce any 
Religious Perſons whatſoever, to go in this Ex- 
pedition, and fend them over Seca, if he think 
00d ſo to do,and this although they be Profeſſors 
of the Fryars Mendicants. 


Being thus furniſht, the Biſhop to ſpread his 
Authority, and the more efte&tually carry on the 
Work, publiſht the Ordinances following. 


1, T T « Ordained for the Honour, the Eſta- 

bliſhment of Holy Church, azd the Sal- 
vation of the Realm, that ſufficient Preachers 
be ſent into all the Country, to Declare and 
Publiſh the Croiſado, and the Right Eftate of 
Holy Church , and of our moit Holy Father 
Pope Urban, whom God (of his benten Grace) 
pity and redreſs, according to his good plea- 
ſare, | 
2. That to every ſuch Preacher or Confeſ- 
for throughout England, there ſhall be joyned 
4 Clerk 
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a Clerk , who ſhall receive and Regiſter the | 
Names of all ſuch as ſhall offer their perſons ts | 
this Holy War , and alſo all Money that ſhall 
be given, over whom the ſaid Confeſſors ſhalt | 
be Controllers, , 
3. That no woman ſhall preſume to go thi | 
Voyage without ſpecial Licenſe from the Biſhop | 
of Norwich »xder his Seal, 
4. That no man by the way ſhall rob, or by | 
any kind of Extortion take the Goods of any till 
they come upon the Enemies where they may | 
do it by Right of War , on pain of os all 
ſhare in the ſaid Pardop. 
5. That the ſzid Preachers ſhall preſs the 
People to ſay Prayers, and make Proceſſions ſor 
the ſafety of the Church, and the proſperity of 
#his Voyage. 
6. That all Cutates on pain of Excommunt- | 
cation ſhall encourage, and by all means they 
can ( eſpecially in Confeſſion ) preſs and en 
gage their Parifpioners, as well poor as rich, 
to come into and contribute to this pious Expe- 
dition, ſo much for the good of the Church, ans 


advantage of their own Souls. 


. That every one that will go in perſon for 
the Abſolution , (ball before ſuch Abſolution 
be given him, ſwear to come to the ſaid Bl- 
ſhop or his Deputy, and make his Indentures 
rowching the time that he purpoſes to ſerve M 
the Croilado. $. That 
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$. That tf any will find a man, that «, 
hire another to go in his Name, and upon his 
coſts and charges, then he muſt either provide 
an able ſufficient Souldier that ſhall not refuſe 
the Service, or elſe aliow ſo much for his Pay 
to the Biſhop, and let hin provide one him- 
ef. 
F 9. That every one that ſends ſuch a Soul- 
dier in his own (tead, ſhall Exroll in the Bi- 
ſhops Regiſtry both bis own and his Souldiers 
Name before he takes Abſolution , otherwiſe 
to loſe all benefit of the Paraon. 


The form of the Abſolution to be given to 
all that ſhould Serve in or Contribute 
to this Croilado. 


P Apoſtolical Juthozity to me in this 
beyalf committed, TWe do Abſolve 

thee from all thy ſins confeſſed vortth thy 
mouth, and fo2 which thou art contrite 
in heart, and of which thou wouldlt be 
confeſs'd, if they Did occur to thy memo- 
ry; anddo grant unto thee full fozgive- 
neſs of all thy ſins, and the Retribution 
of the Juft, and ve do pzonniſe thee an 
Increaſeof Eternal Life : And we do al- 
ſogrant to thee as many Pziviledges as 
are granted to thoſe that go to the Jid of 
the Yoly Land ; and furthermoze meds 

umnpar 
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impart to thee the Duffrages and Ad- 
vantages of the Pzayers and god UUozks 
of the whole Catholick Church. 


The Bufineſs being thus Publiſhed with all the 
Zeal and Art of the Clergy, the Biſhop there- 
upon colletted an innumerable and incredible 
Sum of Money, beſides abundance of Plate, both 
Gold and Silver, Fewels, Rings, Diſhes , Spoons, 
Bracelets , [They are all our Authors own words, | 
who lived at that time ] Necklaces, and other Or- 
naments, eſpecially of Ladies and others of the Fee 
male Sex : For *twas ſaid, one Lady gave an hun- 
dared pounds, and fo others, lome more, ſome lels, 
and many even beyond their ability, as was be- 
lieved, ſo fond were they to obtain the imaginary 
benefit of Abſolution for themſelves or their Friends : 
t. For by this they might not only ſave their own 
Souls, but free whom they pleas'd that were dead |} 
from the pains of Purgatory, or inſure the Salua- | 
tion of any Child or Relation living : | And to all 
the ſecret Treaſure of the Kingdom that was in the 
Cuſtody of thete fooliſh weaker Veſſels was indan- 
ger'd; for otherwife they were not to be ab- 
foly'd if they did not contribute to their power 
and ability. Many men went in perſon at their 
oiwn charge, others that were old or weak, 0r t1- 
mcrous, tent Souldiers and bore their Expences : 
For the Biſhop had got moſt admirable Indulgen- 
ces both for the Quick and Dead, and could. Ab- 
ſolve & 4 pena C+ 4 culps, as well from the guilt, 
or offence, as from all puniſhment due for ſin : and 
*twas ſaid, that ſome of his Commiſſioners mf af- 
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ſert, That at their comm inds Angels would deſcerid 
from Heaven, ana ſnatch Souls from out of the pains 
of Purgatory, and witbout delay carry them to rights 
into Heaven. | 

Whileſt the warlike Biſhop was making theſe 
Preparations, comes a Parliament,where it was De- 
bated, whether it were ſafe to hazard fo conſider- 
ablea ſtrength of the Kingdom, in ſuch an imper- 
tinent Quarrel, and under the Condutt of a raſh 
unexpericac'd Prieſt, Thole that were for it , be- 
ſides the Intereſt of Religion urg*d Reaſon of State, 
That now was the time for the King to recover his 
Right inFrance, and weaken the French King, when 
he lay under Pope Urban's Curſe, for ſiding with Pope 
Clement,- du717o which he conld expeth no Succeſs 
on his «Arms. Thus for ſome time very doubt- 
full it was which way the Parl:ament would in- 
cline; but at laſt upon hearing that Artiphone 
lung, —Ecce Crucem Domini, furite partes adverſe, 
— Behold the Croſs of our Lord, fly ye Adverſa- 
ries, they were as with a Charm brought over 
to Decree in favour of the Expedz:t:on , alſigning 
the Fifteenth given in the laſt Parliament, to be 
imployed herein. And now the Project went on 
more vigorouſly than ever, infomuch ſaith Wal- 
ſmgham, That in all this ſpacious Kingdom there was 
ſcarce one perſon to be found, that did not either offer 
his perſon, or beſtow part of his Goods for promoting 
the ſame. About the middle of ay, the Biſhop 
wasready to put to Sea with his Army, and lying 
in Kent waiting for a Wind, the King ( whether 
deſigning quite to forbid the Voyage, or think- 
ins the Biſhop had got too much Money, and wil- 
hingto ſhare with him, or for what other reaſon [ 
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know not ) ſent him a Writ to come back and 
ſpeak with his Majeſty and know his pleaſure ; but 
the proud Prelate miſtruſting the worſe, was lo in- 
tent upon the Afﬀair of his Lord and Maſter the 
Pope, that he had no leiſure to obey his King, and 
therefore to avoid any ſtops, pretently haſtened 
over to Calice, leaving his Army to follow him, 
which being arriv'd, he ſet up the Standard of 
the Croſs, and belieges Graveling, and takes it 
and ſeveral other places, uling great Cruelties, 
and deſtroying all they could maſter : For as the 
Epiſcopal General was a perſon raſh and daring, 
and inflam'd with mad Zeal, ſo his Souldiers con- 
fiding in their Abſolutions, adyentur'd upon the 
greateſt dangers without fear, eſteeming ſays 
Walſingham, it- Glory to overcome , but Gain to 
dic in this Cauſe, where they thought themlelyes 
lure to go diretly to Heaven, and to enjoy lo 
much the greater Bliſs the more they butcher'd of 
the Schiſmaticks : But theſe firſt Feryours were 
quickly cooPd by hard Service, and having in vain 
laid Siege to Tpres, they are at Jaſt forc'd to quit 
it, being all in Confuſion amongſt themlelyes, 
and in great want of Proviſions ; whence they come 
back to Graveliag, and therein are beliegd by 
the French King with a powerful Army; In 
which Diſtreſs our Biſhop wrote to King Richard, 
That if ever he intended to try his Fortune againſt 
the French King, now was the time, or at leaſt that 
he ſhould ſend ſome Forces to give him Battel,and 
force him to abandon the- Siege : King Richard 
was then at Daintry in Northamptonſhire, and on 
the receipt of this News being at Supper, inſtantly 
arole from Table, and in mighty rage and ory 
[80 
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teok, Horſe, riding Poſt with ſuch ſpeed, that he 

came to Saint Albans at Midnight, where having 

borrowed the Abbots Guelding ( which Walſmg- 

hama Monk of that Abbey complains -he never re- 

ſtor'd ) he haſten'd to Weſtminſter, making ſhew | 
as if he would never reſt till he had Routed the 

French King and all his Hoſt , but being {ome- 

what weary with Riding, at Weſtminſter he went 

to Bed, and having taken counſel of his Pillow, was 

nothing {o fierce next Morning, . but reſoly'd to 

lay aſide the thoughts of going himlelf,and to lend, 
{ome body elle : Yo which purpoſe; : the Duke of 
Lancaſter was nominated, but. ſo, tedious in ma- 

king Preparations, that the Biſhop in the mean 

time was glad to leave Graveling, having firſt dif- 

mantled and deſtroyed it, and ſo return'd home 

to England, after a vaſt Treaſure diſſipated; 

and many thouſand Lives loſt, and.more Souls. 
cheated, with as l:#tle Glory, as he ſet forth with 
mighty Expettation , the Succeſs of his Arms be- 

ing ſuitable to the ridiculous occaſion.of them. And 

what was yet worſe for the haughty Prelate, foort 
after his coming home in a Parliament held at Lon- 
don , about Alhallontide , all his. Temporalit:es 
were Seized into the Kings hands,for his Contempt 
in diſobeying the Kings Writ, when His Majeſty 
lent to him to come back juſt as he was putting to 
Sea, on this piece of Eccleſiaſtical Kmpht-Errats 
try, and he refuſed to come asaforelaid. 

In this Parliament allo was granted to the King 
half a Fifteenth by the Laity, and half a Tenth by 
the Clergy. | 

In the Year 1384 a Trute was made with 
France, and the Duke of Lancaſter and his Bro- 
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ther Thomas of Woodſtock, entred Scotland with a 
mighty Army, but the Scors wholly declining to 
fight, and many of the Erg/iſh being deſtroyed 
with Want and cold Weather, they return'd, mas 
king very ſmall Advantages by that expenſive Ex- 
pedition. 

Soon after which , an J1riſ} Carmelite Fryar 
made a diſcovery in Writing to the King of a 
Deſign the Duke of Lancaſter had to deſtroy His 


Majeſty and uſurp the Crown; but the King ad. | 


viſing about the ſame only with certain young Fa- 
vourites, the Duke obtained notice of the Charge, 
and cleared, or ſeemed to clear himſelf ſo much 
to the Kings fatisfattion, that the poor Fryar was 
committed to Cuſtody , and 'tis ſaid, on the Eve- 
ning before the Hearing ſhould have been, was 
moſt cruelly murdered, Whole Information, if 
real, ſhews what an Opportunity the King ſlipt of 
preventing his after misfortune, and that ſome- 
times it proves even more dangerous to diſcover 
Treaſons, than to af# them, which yet ſhould dil- 
courage no good Subjed from the diſcharge of his 
Duty. But poſhbly this whole Accuſation, or the 
Relation of ſuch a thing might be a Contrivance 
of the Duke's Enemies, to render him ſuſpe&ed 
to the King and - odiousto the People; For ?tis cer- 
tain they entred-not many Months after into a 
formal Deſipn againſt his Life : The occaſion where- 
of I do not find mentioned by Authors, but only 
that the King by the Inſtigation of his young Ca- 
bal. Council had- conceiv'd diſpleaſure againſt him 
and that they had conſpired to take away the 
ſaid Duke's Life. In order whercunto certain 
Crimes were ſuggeſted , Appellors prepared, and 
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'twas agreed that he ſhould be ſuddenly Arreſted, 
and brought before the Lord Chief Fuſtice Tryfi 
lian, who had boldly undertaken to pronounce Sen* 
tence upon him,according to the quality of the mat- 
ters to be objefted(though by Law he could not be 
tryed but by his Peers) and fo Execution ſhould 
immediately have followed. But the Duke be- 
ing fore-warn'd of theſe Contrivances , haſtned 
to his Caſtle of Powfret, and there ſtood upon his 
Guard : And the King's Mother conſidering the 
Dangers that would enfue ſuch a Kwprure, took 
great pains by riding ( notwithſtancing her age 
and corpulency) to and fro between the King 
and him, topacifie e2ch fide, and at laſt brought 
them to ſuch a Reconcilement, that all appearance 
of Diſpleaſure on the one part, and Di/trxſt on the 
other, was for that time removed. 

About the Feaſt of S. Martin was held a Parlia- 
ment at London, wherein the Earl of Northum- 
berland was Con:\emn*d for the lofs of the Caſtle 
of Barwick Surprized by the Scors , through the 
Treachery of one that he had put in there as his 
Deputy : But the King after Judgment was plea- 
led toparden him, who went forthwith down and 
retook the ſaid Caſtle. X 

In the Year 1385 the French made great Pre- 
parations for the Invading of England, and to fa- 
cilitate the Attempt by a Diverſion, fend the Ad- 
miral of France with a conſiderable Force into. 
Scotland; the common Back-door at- which they 
were wont to Infeſt us : Of which King Richard 
having notice, raiſes a mighty Army, and by 
Ipeedy Marches picrces into the Heart of Scorlana, 


end reduc'd their chief City Edenbargh into Aſhes 
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as a Bonfire, to give the whole Ringdom notice 
of his Arrival, and Challenge them to Battel ; But 
they declined it, and Victuals growing very {carce, 
the King thought fit to return homewards, the 
rather for that the Scots in the mean time had en. | 
tred Northumberland, and belieg'd Carlile; but | 
hearing of the Kings approach , fled back into 
Scotland. 

Duting. this Expedition, the Lord oh Hol. 
land the Kings Brother by the Mother-lide, near 
York, kild the eldeſt Son of the Earl of Stafford, 
for which he fled, and the King was to highly in- 
cenled, that he cauſed all his Goods to be Conhil- 
cated ; the Kings Mother interceded for him, but 
could not be heard, and reſented the denial {0 
heavily, that ſoon after ſhe dzed, 

Ata Parliament the latter end of this Year, the 
Laity granted the King one Fifteenth and an half, 
upon condition that the Clergy would give a 
Tenth and an half, who took this Articulating of 
the: Commons in SYICVOUS dudgeon, proteiting, 
that the Laity ſhould not Charye them; and the 
Archbiſhgp of Canterbury was ſo hot, as to declare, 
he would rather venture his Head in this Canſe, 
than that the Holy Church of England ſhould thus 
Truckle : Whereupon the Commons and many of 
the Temporal Lords began to bid Battel to the 
Clergies Temparalities , laying , they were grown 
to that exceſs of Pride, that it would be a Work 
of Piety and Charity, to clip their Wings, and re- 
duce them to an, Humility fuitable to their Pro- 
feſſion. The Clergy at this were not a little Alarm's, 
andto prevent the worſt, make a voluntary offcr 
of a Tenth to the King, and fo the Diſpute v5 
rockt to ſleep. | .:",> + ll 
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Alſo during this Parliament, the King Confer- 
red ſeveral Henours, Creating his Uncle Thomas 
of Woodſtoek, (who before was Earl of Bucking- 
ham ) Duke of Glouceſter , and his other Uncle 
Edmund of Langley ( before Earl of Cambridge ) 
Duke of Tork ;: With whom too he prefer'd his per- 
nicious Favourites, as Robert de Vere Earl of Ox- 
ford, to be Marqueſs of Dublin in Ireland , ( the 
firſt man within this Realm that was Enobled with 
that Title; ) and Sir ichael de 1a Pale ( the Son 
of a Merchant in London ) was made Earl of Sf. 
folk, and Lord Chancellor of England, But thete 
laſt grew in Hatred faſter than they did in Ho- 
nour; the Anciext Nobility difdainfully refenting 
their undeſerved (as they deemed ) Advance- 
ment. Nor were the people better fatisficd, but 
Srumbled heavily, for they durſt not ſpeak ont 
againſt theſe Court-Ear-wirgs, as Seducers of the 
King, and occaſion of all miſadminiftrations of. 
Aﬀairs. 

In this Parliament likewiſe, the Duke of La- 
caſter deſired Leave of the King, Lords and Com- 
mons, to $0 into Spain to recover that Kingdom 
belonging to him inthe Right of his Wife ; which 
was granted, and Forty thouſand Marks promifed 
him for his aid therein and accordingly on Eafter- 
Day he came to take his Leave of their Ma- 
jeſties : The Kings commanding that he ſhould be 
ſtyled King of Spain, preſented him with a Crown 
of Gold, as the Queen did another to her Siſter : 
A great number of the Youthful Nobiliry and Gen- 
try attended the Puke in this Yoyage , who ha- 
ving Matcht one of his Daughters to the King of 
Portugal, with joynt Forces Invaded Caſtitz, and 
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took many ſtrong Towns ; but at laſt on a Trea 
it was agreed, that the King of Spains Eldeſt Son 
ſhould marry Katherine another of the Dyke; 
Daughters, and the Duke receive Two hundred 
thouſand Nobles in hand, and the Sum of Tex thou- 
ſand Marks yearly, during the Lives of him and 
his Dutcheſs; ani in conſideration thereof all 
Claims ſhould ceaſe. Wa ſngham tells us the Duke 
had ſuch Favour from the Pope, as to be Arm'd for 
the Recovery of this Kingdom, with a Grant of Re- 
miſſion of Sins , tO all that ſhould adventure with 
him, or aid him with Money towards the Voyage: 
and had got as large {rdulgences as the Biſhop of 
Norwich lately had as aforetaid ; but he well ob- 
ſerves, That the frequency of granting ſuch Pardons 
and Relaxations, had now readred them wile and con- 
temptible to the People, 1o that there was ſcarce any 
body regarded them, or would give Two pence to 
this laſt Crorſado, though they were lo extrav?- 
gantly fond of the foriver': > Whence is taught this 
Leſſon, That a Cheat though never ſo reli 1 GIO, 15 708 
zo be plaid over twice in one A e. 

The Year 13%s6 filPd E nol, nd with great Con- 
Pernatiens and frequent Alarms, by means of an 
Invaſion tareatned by the French » Who had pre- 
pared above Twelve huadred Sail of Ships, and a 
mighty Army on that Delign, which lay hovering 
on the Coaſts, daily waiting an opportunity to 
pals the Channel; and the better to' ſecure ow 
men at their firſt Landing in England,” they had 
fram*d a woxderfull Wall of Wood, three Miles in 
length, of great thickneſs, and twenty Foot high, 
with which they would have incloſed their Camp. 
But it happened, that the Lord Beauchamp Cap- 

tain 
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tain of Calice, took three of their Ships laden with 
part of the ſaid Incloſure, which King Richard 
cauſed to be ſet up about Winchelſea, for ſecuring 
that Town; and alſo he took another Ship full of 
Guns, Gunpowder , and other Inſtruments of 
War: With which Loſles, and eſpecially by the 
adyerſneſs of the Winds, which from the begin- 
ning of Auguſt to Alhallontide, ſtood full in their 
Teeth, {o that their Ships could not come out ; 
and their Y;duals and Proviſions, by lying all that 
time, being ſpent, they were diſcouraged from - 
proſecuting the Enterprize, and nothing was ef- 
feed. 

And now King Richard every day more and 
more entring upon the Coxfines of his Deffiny, as 
if he had not done enough in making his Afnon 
Marqueſs of Dablin, Creates him Duke of Jre- 
land, 2nd would ( ſays Walſmgham ) had Fortune 
favour'd his Wiſhes, have gone on to make him a 
King; lo ſtrangely was he bewitch'd to him, and 
{o exceſſively he doted on him ; Non ſme nota ( ut 
fertw ) familiaritatis obſcene, which I forbear to 
engliſh out of Reſpe& to Royal Majeſty, as being 
willing to think it a fulſom Imagination of that 
Menk_ that writes it, rather than charge an Eng- 
liſh Prince with ſuch a deteſ#able ſuſpicion : But this 
wideſerved Honour, together with the Exorbitan- 
cies of Michael de Pole, and other Publick Miſcar- 
riaces had made no {mall Impreſſions on the Minds 
of many of the Peers of the Land, as well as the 
Commons. ; 

On Monday the morrow after the Feaſt of S. Fe- 
rom, the King held a Parliament at Weſtmiyſter, 
which ended on the Feaſt of S. Andrew; the Pro- 


ceedings 
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ceedings whereof Henry Knyghton. ( who lived at 
that very time) Relates as tollows : 

<P. 2680.7] The King (laith he) for the moſt 
© part ſtaid lingering at Eltham whileſt the Parlia. 
*mentſate; the Nobles therefore of the Realm, 
©and the Commons with joynt Aſent, ſent this 
© Meſſage to the King; That the Chancellour and 
© Treaſurer ought to be removed from their Offices, 
© becauſe they were not for the good of the King and 
© Kingdom, and becauſe alſo thcy had ſuch matters 
© ro treat of with Michael de Pole, as could not be 
© treated of whileſt he remain'd in the Office of Chan. 
© cellor. The King hereat incenſed, return'd his 
© Command, That they ſhould mention no more thoſe 
© things, but that they ſhould proceed to the Buſineſs 
© of Parliament, and haFten to a conclaſion;, adding, 
© That he would not for them, or at their inftance, re- 
© move the meaneſ} Scnllion- Boy in his Kitchin out of 
* bs place. For the Chancellor.in the Name of the 
© King, had deſired of the Commens Four Fifteenths 
© to be paid in one year, and as many I enths from 
* the Clergy ; alledging, that the King was 1s 
©much in debt, that he could not otherwiſe be 
© freed from his Debts and other Burdens lying 
© upon him, as well upon the account of War, as 
© of his Honſhold and other Charges; But they 
©by joynt Aſent of Lords and Commons, returned 
© this Anſwer to the King; That they neither could, 
© yor by any means would proceed in any Buſmeſs of 
* Parliament, nar diſpatch ſo much as the leaft Article, 
© till the King ſhould come and ſhew himſelf in his own 
© Perſon amon2/t them, and remove the ſaid Michael 
* de Pole from his Office. Upon which the King 


 *fent back this Command to them, That they 
© ſhould 


of King Richard the Decond, 75 
© ſhould order Forty Knights of the moſt ſubſtantial 


© and wiſeſt of the Commons tb come unto him, and 
© declare the Votes of all the reſt, But then were 
*they more afraid, every man for his own fafety : 
Fora ſecret Rumour had privately come to their 
©Fars, That the death of theſe Ferty was deſign'd 
©by Treachery. For it was ſaid, as appeared aftcy- 
* wards unto them, That as theſe ſhould be going 
©to ſpeak with the King, a multitude of Armed 
© Menſhould ſer upon and murther them : Or that 
© being invited to a Feaſt by the King, ſome Ar- 
*med Ruffians ſhould ruſh in upon them and kill 
*them, or that they ſhould be murther'd in an in- 
* ſtant in their Lodgings in London. But Nicholas 
*de Exon Mayor of that City refuſing, and by no 
* means conſenting to fo great a wickedneſs, the 
*Villany was deferr'd, and the curled Contri- 
* yance by degrees brought tolight. Making uſe 
* therefore of wholſom Advice, they by common 
© conient of the whole Parliament, ilent the Lord 
*Thomas of Woedflock , Duke of Gloceſter , and 
* Thomas de Arundel Biſhop of Ely, to the King at 
* Eltham, That they ſhould on the behalf of the 
*Lords and Commons of his Parliament , Salute 
* him, and deliver their Votes or defires to him, 
* under ſuch a Form or Senſe of Words. 


*SirKing! The Prelates, Lords, and whole Pes- 

* ple of the Commons in Parliament, with moſt humble 
' ſubmiſſion recommend themſelves to the moſt Ex- 
* cellent [_ the Word is wanting in 
*our Author 7] of your Royal Dignity, wiſhing you 
* a ſucceſsful Courſe of Honour , and invincible a- 
* gainſt the power of yuur Enemies, and the moſt firm 
* Band 
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* Band of Peace and hearty Love towards "your 
© Subjects, as well fdr the increaſe of your own goed 
© and advantage, in reſpect of God and the Salvation 


* of your Soul, as for the unſpeakable comfort of all 


© the People which you govern. On whioſe behalf we 
* z3ntimate theſe things unto you. | 

© That we have ut |[_ Settled, Granted, or Con- 
© firmed 7] by anciext Conſtitution, by a Cuſtom lay- 
© dable and approved, and which none can gain-ſay or 
& contradict, That the King can Aſſemble the Lords, 
© Nobles, and Commons of the Kingdom once a yeav 
© unto his Parliament, as the higheſt Court f the 
© Realm, in which all Equity ought to ſhine bright 
© wethout any ſcruple or ſpot, clear as the Sun when 
© aſcending to the Meridian ; where as well Poor as 
© Rich may find a never-failing Shelter for their Re- 
© freſhment, by reſtoring Tranquility and Peace, and 
© removing all kind of Injuries, where publick Grie- 
© varices or Errors are to be redreſs d; where,with the 


* moſt prudent Courcil, the State and Government of 


© the Kingdom 15 to be treated of : That the King and 
© Nations Foes within, and their Enemies abroad, may 
f be diſcovered, and repulſed by ſuch means as moſt 
* conveniently and honourably it may be - done;, and 
© alſo with wholſom deliberation therein to fore ſee and 
* order how the neceſſary Burdens of tne King and 
© Kingdom may with moſs eaſe ( the publick Want 
&onfidered”) be ſupplied : And they conceive alſo,that 
* ſince they are to ſupport publick Charges incumbent, 
© they ſhould have the Superviſaltoo how and by whom 
© their Goods and Fortunes are expended, They ſay 
© moreover, that this is their Priviledge by ancient 
© Conſtitution , that zf the King wilfully eſtrange him- 
<ſelf from bis Parliament , wo Infirmity or ned? 

OT * Cane 
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«Cauſe diſabling him, but obſtinately by his ungovern- 
© able Will, ſhall witharaw himſelf, and be abſent 
© from them the time of Forty days, as not regarding 
© the vexation of his People, nor their orievous Ex- 
epences 5 That then from that time it ſhall be or is 
© lawfall for all and every of them, without any da- 
© mage from the King, to go home, and every one re- 
© turn into his own Country. And now, Tox for a 
© longer time have abſented Your Self, and for what 


| *Cauſe they know not, have refus'd to come amongſt 
; 
them. 


% 


To this , the King. 


. Ns” do We plainlydiſcover,that our 
c People and the Commons intend t6d 
Creſiſt, and are endeavouring to make In- 
© (urrections againſt us; and in ſuch caſe 
| nothing ſeems better to us, than to [call 
©1n}] our Kinſman the King of Fraxce,and 
*from him ro ask Advice and Aid, nay 
*even to ſubmit Our Self to him, rather 
| *than to Truckle to our own Subjects, 


To which they anſwered thus : 


**T" His Counſel is not ſafe for Tow, but rather 

? tends to inevitable deſtruttion ; For the King 
*of France ts your Capital Enemy , and the much 
"greateſt Adverſary to your Kingdom , and if be 
| © ſheuld 
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© ſhould once get footing on your Land, would ſoonty 
* endeavour to diſpoil you of it, to invade your King- 
© dom , and to drive you from your Throne , than 
© in the leaſt to lend you his aſſiſting hand, if at any 
© zime (which God forbid) you ſhould ſtand in need 
© thereof : Rather therefore recall to your Memor 
© how your Grandfather King Edward the Third, 
© and in like manner your Father, a Prince of the 
© [ame Name and Renown, with Sweat and Haz ard! 
© daring their whole Lives, through innumerable La- 
© bour's indefatigably contended for the Conqueſt of the 
©Kingdom of France, which by hereditary Right ap- 
© pertained to them, and after them to yout by Succef. 
* fron. Remember how many of the Nobles, what 
© :nnumerable Troops of the Commons of England, as 
© well as thoſe of France loſt their Lives, and under- 
* went the peril of death in that Quarrel : Remem- 
© ber the ineſtimable Treaſures the People of England 
© freely parted with for the maintenance of that War, 
© And yet what ts more to be lamented, they have 


© 71 your time ſuſtained ſo many | axes for the ſupport 


* of your Wars, as that now they are reduced to ſuch 
© zncredible Poverty, that they can neither pay their 
*Rents for the:x Livings, nor affiſt their King, nor 
© afford themſelves even the Neceſſaries of Life. Thus 
* the Royal Power 7s impoveriſhed, and an unhappy 
© condition brought upon all the Great Men and Nobles 
* of the Kingdom, as well as the Commons weakened and 
* undone; For a King cannot be poor that has arich 
© People, nor that King be rich whoſe SubjeRts are 
* poor. Nor do theſe Tlls redound alone to the King,but 
© ro all the Nobility and Great Men, every one mm hi 
* Rank, and 'Degree. And all this is brought 10 paſs by 
* che evil Miniſters of che King,who have ill. governed 


© both 
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© both King and Ringdom to this day 5, and unleſs we 
© do quickly ſet our helping hands to the Work, and raiſe 
© the healing Prop, the Kingdom of England, will #7 
© leſs time than we think of, be miſerably ſubverted. 
© But- there 15 yet one part more of our 
© Meſſage remaining on the behalf of your 
«People to be imparted to you, That we 
have an ancient Conſtitution, and it was 
*not many Ages ſince experimented, it 
*Orjieves us that we muſt mention it, That 
*if the King through any evil Council 
© whatever, or through a weak Obſtinacy 
© or Contempt of his People, a perverſe fro- 
*ward Will or irregular Courſe, ſhall alie- 
© nate himſelf from his People, and refule to 
* Govern by the Laws and Statutes of the 
*Realm, by the laudable Ordinances and 
*and faithful Advice,If he ſhall chrow him- 
F{elf headlong into wild Defigns,and ſtub- 
*boraly exercile his own {ingular Arbitra- 
*ry Will; That from that time it ſhall be 
lawful for his People by their full and 
*free Aſſent and Conſent, to Depoſe that 
*King from his Throne, and to eſtablith 
{ſome other of rhe Royal Srock upon the 
{ſame in his ſtead. Which grievous and 
* unhappy Diſſention, That it may never 
*(p:ing up amongſt your People 3 That 
© your People by no ſuch lamentable Divi- 
* tons (pleaſing only to your Enemies) may 
* ever through your evil Counſellors he hay 
vered, 
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© yverted. That this Kingdom fo honours: 
ble, and above all the Nations in the 
«World, from your Fathers days hitherto, 
*moſt famous in War, may not now in 
© your time ( through the Diſtractions of 
© j]l Government ) be miſerably laid waſte; 
© That the Title and Inſcription of theſe 
© Miſeries may never beplaced as a [canda- 
<lous Mark upon your Reign and this un- 
© happy Age. Recal we beleech you, your 
©Royal Mind from ſuch fooliſh and perni- 
© cious Councels; and wholoever they are 
« that ſuggeſt ſuch matters to you, do not 
© only not hearken to them, but totally re- 
© move them from you : For 1a a time of 
* danger it will be found, that they can no 
< ways effectually ſerve you, cc. 

By theſe and fuch kind of Speeches, the King 
laying aſide his Anger , was reduced to a better 


Temper, and being pacified, promited, That after 
Three Days he would come to the Parliament, and 


with atrre Advice willingly Acquielce to their. 


Petitions. I he King then came as he had promi- 
ſed, and Fohn de Fortham Biſhop of Durham was 


removed from the Office of Treaſurer, and the Bi- F 


ſhop of Hereford made Treaſurer : The Lord 14: 
chael de | Pole Earl of Suffolk was with much diſgrace 
turn*d out of the Office of Chancellor, and Thomas 
de Arwidel Biſhop of Ely by Conſent of Parliament 
put in his ſtead. 

And ſometime afterward the ſaid Afichael de 
Pole was Impeached of ſeveral High Crimes and 
Moſdemeanoys by the Commons, as follows. The 
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The Impeachment or Articles made by the 
Commons i full Parliament a- 
gamſt Michael de Pole Earl of Suf- 
folk , late Chancellor of England , 
in the Term of S. Michael in the 
Tenth Near of the King, and the 
Judgment upon them, follownig 
from Point to Point. 


* T Mprimiss, That the ſaid Earl being 

: Chancellor, ahd Sworn to Ac fot the 

*juſt Profit of the Kizg, hath Purchaſed of 

* our Lord the King, Lands, Tenements, 

*and Rents to a great Value, as appears 

* by the Record-Rolls of the Chantery : And 

* againſt his Oath, not regarding the great 

* Neceſſity of the Kizg and Realm, being 

© Chancellor at the time of ſuch Purchaſe 

* made, did caule the faid Lands and Te- 

F *nements to be Extended at a much ſmaller 

| *valuethan really they were worth by the 
| * year, and thereby aece:v'd the King, 

* And for that he parchaſed the ſaid Lands 

* when he was Chancellor, againit his 

* Oath, the King ſhall have the faid 

* Lands again intirely ; and the faid 

© © Farl 
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© Earl ſhall make Fine and Ranſom #o 
* the King, with all Profits received ſince 
© the Purchaſe; 


2, © Item, Whereas Nine Lords were Af. | 


*figned by the laſt Parliament, to View 
© and Examine the Eſtate of the King and 
Realm, and to deliver their Advice how 
* the ſame might be Improved, Amended, 
"and put into better Order and Cover- 
* ance, and thereupon fuch Examination 
*to be delivered to the King as well by 
*Word of Mouth, as in Writing : The 
* ſaid late Chancellor did ſay in full Parlia- 
* ment, That the ſaid Advice and Ordi- 
*nance ſhould be put im due Executions 
* which yet was not done, and that by 


*the default of him who was the princt- 


* pal Officer, 
© To this Article and the Third, and the 
* Seventh, the ſaid Earl ſhall anſwer, if 


*he have any thing to ſay again(t the 
ſame 17 ſpecial, 


3. © Item, Whereas a Tax was granted 
© by the Commons in the laſt Parliament, 
© to be laid out in a certain Form demanded 
*by the Commons, and aflſented to by the 
*K:ing and Lords, and not otherwiſe; yet 


© the Moneys thence ariſing, were moon: 
* de 
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Jed in another manner: ſo that the Sea 
© was not Guarded as it was ordertd:to' 
© have been ; whence many Miſchiefs a 
© ready have happen'd, and more are like. 
*to inſue to the-Realm; and all this by the 
© default of the ſaid late Chancellor, 


4. *Item, Whereas the Tydemian of Limh- 
*bergh, having tohim and his Heirs of the 
©Gitt of the Kings Grandfather Fifty 
*pounds per az#1, out of the Cuſtoms of 
* Kinzffone upon Hull, which the ſaid Tyde- 
*man forfeited to the King, and allo. the 
* payment of the ſaid Fifty pounds per an- 
© zum, was diſcontinued for Five and thir- 
*ty years 4nd upwards: The ſaid Chan- 
*cellor knowing, the Premifſes purchaſed 
*to: him and his Heirs of the faid Tydewan; 
* the laid Fifty pounds per 4ynumh; and pre- 
*vailed with the King to confirm the faid 
* Purchaſe, whereas the King ought to 
* have had the whole Profit. 

© For this Purthaſe the ſaid Earl was 4a- 

* judged to Fixe and Ranſon, and the ſaid 
© Fifty ponnnds to go to the King and his 
* Hetrs, with the Mannor of Flaxflete, 
* and Ten Marks of Rent whith were ex- 


* chang'd, &6, with the ſues, &c. 
G 2 5. © Whereas 


| 
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{5,1 Whereas the high Maſter of S. 44. 
c tony Us a-Schiſmatick, and for that Cauſe 
' £the King ought to have the Profits which 
*appertain tohimin Exgland ; the (aid late 
*Chancellot: 'who ought to advance and 
* procure the Profit of the King , took to 
<Farm the faid Profits of the King at 
*Twenty Marks per a»num, and fo got-to 


* his own. uſe above a Thouſand. Marks, 


eAnd afterwards when the ſaid Maſter in 
England which now 1s. ought to have had 
© the Poſſeſſion and Livery of the faid Pro- 
© fits, he could not obtain the ſame} till he 
*andtwo'/perſons with him. became bound 
<by Recognrzance in Chancery,:of Three 
«thouſand. pounds, to. pay yearly to 
©rhe' ſaid; Chancellor, and his Son Joh», 
One hundred pounds for: the tearm of 
«their two Lives. 
* For which it is adjudged, That the King 
<ſball have all the Profits belonging to 
* the ſaid S, Anthony's, at the time of 
* the Purchaſe 5 and that for the Recig- 
© nizance ſomade , the ſaid Earl ſhall be 
© Awaraea to Priſon, aud Fined, and 
* Ranſowwd at the pleaſure of the King. 


6. © tem, That in the time of the late 
© Chancellor there were granted and made 


* divers Charters and Patents of Perm 
| *fOF 


_— Pa PF RR A ant aa 


SI..e,,0,”, % = = > =y 


of KingRichard theSecond, &g 
for Murders Treaſons, Felgnies, gc. a+ 
Foainſt the Laws ; and before the Com- 
*mencement of this preſent Parliament, 
©there was made and ſealed a Charter of 
(certain Franchiſes granted to the Caſtle 
f of Dover in Diſinheriſon of the Crown, 
*and to the ſubverſion of the Pleas and 
f Courts of the King, and of his Laws. 

© The King Awards that - thoſe Charters 
© be Repealed, Sk 


7. © Whereas by an Ordinance made in the. 
laſt Parliament, that Ten thouſand Marks 
* ſhould be raiſed for the Relief of the City 
' of Gaunt, by the default of the faid late 
*Chancellor , the ſaid City of Garnt was 
*lolt, and alſo a Thouſand Marks of the 
{ſaid Money. 

* Upon all which Articles the Commons de- 
« mand the Fudgment of Parliament. 


V V Alſingham tells us, That all theſe 4rricles 
were {o fully proved, that de Pole could 

not deny them, infomuch that when he ſtood upon 
his Antiwer, and had nothing to ſay for himfelf, 
the King Bluſhing for him, ſhook his Head, and 
laid, 41a ! alas Michael, ſee what thou haſ# done : 
And when the Kings deſired a Supply, the Com- 
mons aniwered, That he did not need the Tallage 
of his Subjeits, who might ſo eaſily furniſh himſelf of 
ſo great a Sum of Money, from him who was his juſt 
7 G 3 Debtor. 
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Debtor But 8t laſt, upon hjs Majeſties yielding to 
have him ty10'd out of the Chanceforſhip, and ad, 
mitting. the. Articles, (which he was very unwil. 
ling to Tuffer) they freely gave him half a Tenth, 
and half a Fifteenfh;, only providing,that it might 
be neceflarily Expended ; To which purpoſe it 
was to be depoſited in the hands .of the Earl of A: 
rundel, who: was then going to Sea with a Fleet, 
to ſecure thei Coaſts. 
 Theylikewile. gave the King on every Pipe of 
Wine Imported or Exported Three ſhillings; and 
on every Twenty ſhillings worth of all ſorts of 
Merchandize Foreign or Domeſtick, brought in 
or carried out, one ſhilling ; Wool, Hides, and 
Pelts, onely excepted. And allo at the King's In- 
ſtance granted, that the Heirs of Charles de Bloy: 
ſhould for Thirty thouſund Marks be permitted to 
ſell Bretaigne in France to the French, and' that 
Robert de Vere the new Duke of Ireland, the Kings 
mol} dangerous Faverrite , ſhould have the {aid 
Thirty thouſand Airks, (a prodigious Sum of Mo- 
ney in thole days) wholly to his own ule ; pro- 
vided he would be gone before next Eaſter into 
Ireland, and there make ule of it to recover the 
Dominions that the Xizg hath given him in that 
Kingdom ; ſo paſſionately did both Lords and 
Commons defire his Abſence, that they would ra- 
ther want ſo much Treaſure, than have him here 
ro Seduce and Infatuate the King. As for + 
chal Pole, he was committed to Windſor Caftle. 
Furthermore, the Parliament oblerving , that 
by the Covetoulheſs of the King's Afiniſfters, the 
publik Revenue was vainly conſumed, the King 
in{ufferably defrauded and abuſed, the Comenen 
| | cople 
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People of the Realm by continual and grievous 
Burdens miſerably impoyeriſhed, the Rents and 
Profits of the Nobles and Great Men much im- 
paired, and their poor Tenants in many places 
forc'd to abandon their Husbandry, and leave their 
Farms empty and deſolate : And yet till by all 
theſe things the Kings Ofhcers only becoming un- 
meaſurably Rich; 1hey therefore choſe Four- 
teen Lords of the Realm, and gave them leave 
and power to Inquire into, Treat of, and Deter- 
mine all Aﬀairs, Cauſes, and Complaints ariſing 
from the Death of King Edward the Third, ta 
thatpreſent time: As allo of the King's Expences 
and his Miniſters, and all other Matters whatſo- 
ever happening within the time to them Aſſigned ; 
and caufed the faid Lords ſo choſen to be fivorn 
on the Holy Evangeliſts, well and truly to regulate 
all Burdens and other Afﬀairs incumbent on the 
King and Kingdom , and to do Fuſtice to every 
one requiring the fame, according to the Grace 
and Underſtanding given them by God. And 
alſo the King took an Oath to ſtand to their Ord. 
nation, and to encourage them in their Actings, 
and not to revoke any Article of their Power, but to 
Confirm and] hold good and ſtable whatſoever the 
{aid Councellors ſhould do or order during ſuch 
time z of whom Six, with the Three Officers of 
the King, appointed by Content of Parliament, viz. 
The Chancellor , the Treaſurer, and the Lord 
Privy Seal, ſhould at any time make a Quorum, 
And it was allo Ordained by Att of Parliament, 
That if any One ſhould Adviſe the King to make 
any Revocation of their Power, though the King 
ſhould not Repoke it , yet the Perlon probably 

G 4 Convicted 
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ConviRted only of ſuch ill Counſel, ſhould for the 
{ame forfeit all his Lands and Goods; and if he 


attempt it a ſecond time, be drawn and hang'd 
as a I raytor. 


Whereupon the King Iſſued forth his Commiſ. 
ſfon under the Great Seal of England, Confirmin 
the ſaid Lords in ſuch power in the words follow. 
ing, Tranſlated from the Orzginal French. 


Ichard, Xing, &c. To all thoſe to whow 
theſe Letters ſhall come to be ſeen or 
heard, Greeting, we being duly Conſcious of 
the grievous Complaints of the Lords and Com- 
mons of our Realm in thi preſent Parliament 
Aſſembled, That our Profits and Rents , and 
the Revenues of our Realm, by private and in- 
ſufficient Council , and the 1l!-governance as 
well of certain our late Great Officers, as of 
arvers other perſons being near Our Perſon, 
are ſo mucy conſumed, waſted, embezil:d, gi- 
ven away, granted, and alicened, acſtroged, 
and evilly diſpoſed of and expended ; That 
we are ſo much impoveriſued and ſlrijt of 
Treaſure and Means, and the Subſtance of Our 
Crown ſo diminiſhed and deſtroyed, that we 
are neither able to Suſtain Honourably as We 
ought the State of Our Houſhold, wor main- 
tain and manage thoſe Wars wherewith Our 
Realm its Environ'd, without vreat and out- 
ragious Oppreſſions and Charges on Our People 
greater than they can bear ; Agyd alſo that &c 
208 
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good Laws, Statutes, and Cuſtoms of Our 
ſaid Realm, to which we are bound by Oath, 
and obliged to maintain, are not , nor have 
been duly obſerved wor executed, nor full Ju- 
{tice or Right done to Our ſaid People ; But 
many Dilinheriſons and other 21051 great 
Miſchiefs and Damages have happencd, as well 
tolls, as to Our People and whole Realm, 


Now We for the Hononr of God, and for the 
good of is and Our Realm, and for the quiet 
and relief of Our People, willing againſt the 
ſaid Miſchief to eſtabliſh a good and meet Re- 
medy, as we have already of Our free will, 
at the Requeſt of the Lords and Commons, Or- 
dained and Aſſigned ſuch Perſons for Our great 
Officers ; that us to ſay, Our Chancellor, Trea- 
ſurer, and Keeper of Our Privy Scal, as We 
eſteem good, faithful , and ſufficient, for the 
Honour and Profit of ts and Our ſaid Realm 
ſo alſo of Our real Authority , certain know- 
leagey good pleaſure » and free will , and by 
the Advice and Aſſent of the Prelates, Lords, 
aud Commons 2x full Parliament , iz Aid 
of the good Governance of Our Realm, and the 
well and due execution of Our Laws,and for the 
Relief in time of that miſerable Condition un- 
aer which both we and Our Subjetts have long 
labour d;having full Confidence in the good Ad- 
Vice, Senſe, and Diſcretion of the moit Hor: 
ave 
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able Fathers in God, William Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury,Alexander Archbiſhop of York ; 
Our moit dear Uncles, Edmund , Duke of 
York, az4 Thomas Duke of Glouceſter, 
the Honour able Fathers in God, William Bzr- 
ſbop of Wincheſter, Thomas Biſhop of Exe- 
ter, a4zd4 Nicholas Abbot of Waltham) 
Our beloved and faithful! Richard Earl of | 
Arundel, John Lord Cobham, Richard | 
le Scroop, and John Devereux, Yave Or- 
dained, Aſſigned, and Deputed , and do Or- 
dain, Afſien, and Depute them to be of Our 
Great and Continual Council, for One | 
whole Year next after the Date hereof, to Sur. 
vey and Examin, together with Our ſaid Great 
Officers, as well the Eſtate, Condition, and 
Government, of Our whole Realm, and of all 
Our Officers ana Minifters of what ever E- 


=o 


take Informaoton.by all ſuch ways as they ſhall 
think meet, of all Rents, Revenues, and Pro- 
fits belonging to us, or which are due and 
ought to appertain to us, either within the 
Realm or without : CAndof all Gifts, Grants, 
Alienations , and Confirmations by Us made, 
of any Lanas, Tenements, Rents, Annuities, 
Profits, Revenues, Wards, Marriages , E(- 
cheats , Forfeitures, Franchiſes, Liberties, 
Potaances of CArchbiſhopricks , © Biſhopricks, 
Abbeys, 
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Abbeys , Priories, Farms of Houſes, Poſſeſe 
ſons of Aliens, &C. Ana alſo of all Reve. 
myes and Profits, as well of Our ſaid Realm, 
as of Our Lands, Lordſhips , Cities, Willa- 
ges, and other Poſſeſſions beyond the Seas 
and of the Benefices and Poſſeſſions, and other 
Revenues of all that are iu Rebellion againſt 
the Pope : And of the carrying Moneys out of 
the Realm by the Collettors of the Pope, or the 
Procurators of Cardinals, Lumbaras, or othey 
perſons ; And likewiſe of the Profits of Our 
Cuſtoms , and all Subſidies granted to Us by 
the Clergy and Laity, ſince the Day of our 
Coronation , to that time: And of all Fees, 
Wages, and Rewards of Our Officers and Mi- 
niſters great and ſmall, and of Annuities 
and other Rewards granted , and Gifts made 
to any perſons in Fee or for term of Life, or in 
any other manper : And of Lands, Teacments, 
Rents, Revenues, and Forfeitures, bargained 
or ſold to the prejudice and damage of Our 
Crown : Ard alſo touching the Fewels and 
Goods which were Our* Grazafathers at the 
time of his Death, and of Charters and Ge- 
neral Pardons, and how General Payments 
have been levied and expenaed , how Gar- 
rilons ad Forts have beer maintained: And 
of all Defaults and Miſpriſfions as well in 
Our Houſhold, as in Onur Courts, and all other 
places of Our Realm: Ana by what perſons Our 
Revenues 
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Revenues and the Sibſtance of Our Crown have 
been withdrawn or deminiſhed.; or the Com- 
mon Law interrupted or delayed, or any 
þ other Damage that hath happened to Us, 
Giving, 4nd by theſe Preſents Granting, of 
Our Authority, and by the Advice 4a Af 
ſent of Our ſaid Subjedts, unto Or ſaid Coun: 
ſellors, or any Six of them, and to Our Great 
Officer s aforeſ wud, full Power and Authority, 
General aa "Special, te enter Onur Palace and 
Heuſhold, and to call before them all Our Of- 
fieers, and to Commun all Rolls, Records, and 
ether Minuments and Eviaences, and all 
Defaults, Waſts, ang Exceſſes found in Our 

a:d4 Houlhold, and in other Courts aud ' Places ; 
and all Deceits, Extortions, Oppreſſons, Da- 
mages, and Grievances whatſoever, that are 
fo the prejudice, damage, and diſtreſs of Us 
and Onr Crown, and the Eſlate of Our ſata 
| Realm in general, (though not herein parti- 
eularly expreſſed or ſpecified ) To Amend, Cor- 
rect, Repatr, Reareſs, Reform, and put into 
good "ad due Oraer and F Pabliſhment : And 
alſo to hear and receive the Complaints of a'l 
Onr Liege People , as well for Us and them- 
ſelves, againſt Our ſaid Officers and Counſel- 
tors : Ana all Oppreſſions , Wrougs, and In- 
Juries, which cannot (0 well be amended and 
determined in the Courts of the Commoa 
Law : Ana to diſcuſs and finally aetermine 
alt 
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all the Matter s aforeſaid, and full Execution 
thereof to Award; as to them ſhall ſeem moſt 
meet, for the Hoponr and Profits of Us and Our 
Eftate, and the” Redintegration of the Rights 
ana Prefit's of Our C romn, and the better Go- 
vernance of the Peace and Laws. of Our King- 
aom, and rhe Relief of Onur ſaid People, 1n 
mhich, Proceedings, if difference of Opinion 
happen zmongft. Our ſaid Counſellors , the ſame. 
ſhath'.be: concluded by Majority of Votes : And 
We Command and Charge all Prelates, Dues, 
Eirls , Barons, Sheriffs, th: T reaſurer, and 
Contro!ler, and all other Officers of Our Houſ- 
hols, Tuftices de Banco, and other Officers, 
Miniſters , and Liege Subjetts whatſoever :. 
That to, Our ſaid Counſellors and Officers in 
manner aforeſaid, they be Oheatent, Aiaing, 
and Aſfiſting. Jn Witneſs whereof, &c. 
Given under Our''Great Seal the 19/5 Day 
of Novemper,. Wt 

uT notwithſtanding all theſe Proviſions, no 

| ſooner, was the Parliament, Diſſoly'd, but the 
King look*d upon-+all they had done to be Dsſſo/- 
ved likewiſe ; or at leaſt Defaito, he eſteem'd as 
nothing , all their Complaints againſe de Pole, the 
Duke of Ireland, the Archbiſhop of York, and. 
the reſt; for he {oon received them into greater 
Favorr and Confidence (if it might be ) than eyer 
before : Who being full of Revenge themicives, 


were not wanting to blow their Poyſon into by 
R9ya 
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Royal Breaſt ; For thus their fatal Whiſpers and 
Suggeſtions are expreſt by Tr#ſſel, in his Continua- 
tion of Daniel's Hiſtory of England, - Fol. g.— 
Theſe Trinmwvirs ( {aith he) incenſed the King a- 
gainſt the Nobles that were beſt deſerying, partly up. 
on Diſcraces deſertfully done unto them; partly upon 
malicious Emulation to ſee others ſo generally Belov'd, 
(except of the King) and themſelves ſo Contemptible. 
And that their private Spleen might Carry ſome ſhew 
of Publich, Keſpett, they ſuggeſted to the King, be 
was but half, yea not half a King : For ( laid they) 


If we reſpett matters of State, Tow bear the Sword, . 


but They Sway #t; You have the Shew, but They 
have the Authority of a Prince, #ſing your Name. as 
a colourable Pretext to their Proceedings ;, and yaur. 
Perſon as a Cypher to make their Number the grea- 
ter by the Addition thereof, without which they could 
be noting ;, neither are you any thing more by being 
ſo placed. Look to the Duty of your Subjeds; 


and you ſball fiad it ts at Their. Devotion : For you 


cannot Command yor Demand, but with ſuch Lt- 
mitations and Exceptions, as They pleaſe to propoſe. 
And for your private Altions, your Bounty ( the 
moſt to be Celebrated Vertue in a Prince.) is re- 
ftrained, your Expences meaſiired , and yotr Aﬀe: 
Hons confined; to *Frown or Favour; as they ſhall 
pleaſe to preſcribe you. What Ward! is ſo much tn- 
der Government of his Guardian ? Wherein will, or 
can they more abridge you, except they ſhould take 
from you the Place, as they have dove the Power of 
a Prince ? &c. 


Thus theſe Sycophanrs whiſper'd their weromont 
Suggeſtions to exaſperate the King againſt his. beſt 
J&bjects, 
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SubjeAs, whole Touth and Weakneſs rendred him 
too much difpoted for fuch Impreſſions, and fra- 
med his con{cious Mind to a full but zeedleſs fear. 
He was much incenled at the Removal of his Char 
cellor and Treaſurer out of their Offices; and that 
the Duke of 7reland ( rather than part with whom 
he would hazard All ) muſt go out of the Realm; 
ſuppoling it a Reſtraint to his Regal Authority, not 
to have Abſolute Power in all things, to give and 
forgive at his pleaſure. 

Now when theſe private Incendiaries perceived 
the King's Humour once ſharpned, they to ply'd 
him with plauſible perſwaſions ; that ( though 
naturally he was not of any cruel Diſpoſition) yet 
they drew him into many vzolext and indirect cour- 
ſes, partly through zegligence to ſearch 'out the 
Truth, partly through delight to be flattered, 
and a vain reſolute humour to-fupport thoſe be- 
yond Reaſor, whom he had Adyanced without 
Merit, 

In the beginning of March, 1387. The Earls of 
Arundel and Nottengham ( purluant to the Order 
ofthe late Parliament ) put to Sea_ with a Fleet, 
which they managd with tuch Courage and Con- 
dutt, that before 2:idjummer-Day, ( beſides other 
famous Exploits) they had taken about One hun- 
dred and ſixty French Ships richly laden : But the 
Court-Ear-wigs, the Duke of Ireland, and the reſt, 
enviouſly miſrepreſented all their Services unto the 
King, whiſpering, That they had only undone a 
few Merchants, which it would have been more 
for our Honour and Intereſt to have let alone; 1o 
that at their Return inſtead of Reſpett and Thanks, 
the King ( whoſe equal unhappineſs it was to grace 


des 
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wdeſerving men, and diſgrace the deſerving) lookt 
upori them but i//, and the Duke of relarid would 
not look upon themat all: Whereupon the Earls 
in diſcontent retir'd from Conrt'to their own Coun. 
try Houles. | 

And till more to exaſperate both Nobles and 
People , the faid Duke of Jreland would now 
needs be divorced from his Wife Phzlipp4 (Grand- 
daughter to King Edwara the Third, by his 
Daughter Jſabe/{ and the Arch-Duke of Auſtria) 
a Lady of ſufficient Beauty, and irreproachable 
Vertue; and in her ſtead preferred to his Bed one 
Lancerona, a mean Bohemian, that waited on the 
Queen, Daughter - fome ſay of a Yintxer, or as 
others will have it of a Foyner. I he King took no 
notice of this Afront offered to his Coſin-German; 
but the -Dyuke of Glonceſter her Uncle, relented it 
highly,and waited-for an opportunity to Revenge 
it; which the other well perceiv'd, and was re- 
lolv'd to ftrike firſk. Eaſter was now come and 
paſt,.the time limited by Parliament for the Duke 
of Ireland's being gone; but he ( though ſo large- 
ly hired to it as- aforelaid ) cared not for that 
Foya:e;, Only to wheadle the People, the King 
went down with him into Wales, on pretence of 
{ceing him take Shipping, but in truth; that be- 
ing there remote, they might more ſecurely con- 
{ult how to circumvent and deſtroy the Duke of 
Glouceſter, the Earls of Arundel, Warwick, Derby; 
Nottingham, and other faithful Subje&s of the 
Kingdom : For there were with the King Xichael 
de !a Pole, Treſilian the Chief Juſtice , and many 
others that were conſcious of their own Delerts, 
and feared to be brought ro Juſtice, 25 well as Fes 
alc 
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{aid Duke of /rclana, and therefore readily con- 
ſpire; with him againft the Lords. Having thus 
laid their Plot, and agreed the manner of. put- 
ting it in execution ; back comes the King to NVor- 
tingham, and as if Ireland's Voyage had been quite 
forgot, brings him and the reſt of the Cabal with 
him. 1hither they ſummon divers Ciiizers of 
Londos, tne Sheriffs of the ſeveral Counties, and 
all the 7udges of England : The Londoners becauſe 
{everal of them having lately confeſſed themſelves 
guilty of Treaſon, had been pardoned by the 
King, vere. calld ; that, in return of that Fayour, 
they might accxſe the Lords of ſuch Crimes as the 
King with his Councellors in Wales had contrived 
againſt them: Ihe Sheriffs were advited with, 
what Forces they could raite for the Kings Ser- 
vice againſt the Barons ; and allo commanded, that 
they ſhould not permit any to be. returned as 
Knights of the Shire, or Burgeſſes for the next Par- 
liament, but ſuch as the Kins and his Conncil ſhould 
are, or nominate. 10 which the Sherifts re- 
plyd, That the Commons generally favoured the 
laid Lords, {9 that it was not in their power to 
rate an Army in this Cauſe; and as for Parlia- 
ment men , the people wonld hold their ancient Cu- 
ffoms, which require that they be freely choſen Ly 
the Cemmers; Nor cculd the {ame be hindred. 
Theſe Anſwers were not very agreeable to the 
Court Deſigns : But the Frdges were more com- 
pliant, for not only Trefilian the Chief Fuftice, 
had about the fame time 7d:ided two thouſand per- 
ſons at Coventry, and he and fobn Blake an Ap- 
prentice of the Law, peruſed and approved under 
their Seals, the Indictments againſt the Lords 3 o, 
H allo 
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alſo the better to colour Proceedings with a Form 
of Law , ſeveral Qwzeſizons were propounded to 
them touching the late eAt of Par/irament, giving 
the tourteen Lords power to inlpe& and puniſh 

miſcarriages of the Kings Miniſters 
+ Sir. CB, as aforeſaid: Totheend (as a * mo- 
Þ. 247, dern Author obſerves) That what 

the Duke of lreland and the reſt thought 
fit, might paſs for Law out of the Fudges months, the 
©ucſtions being ſo fram'd and propos d, as it was ea- 
fier to underſtand what the King would have to be 
Law, than what in truth wes ſo. For it leems they 
proceeded againſt their Conſciences , in that le. 
veralof them, and particularly Belkrapp Chief Ju- 
ſtice of the Common Pleas, did ( as Knyphton, 
Col. 2694, aſſures us) very earneſtly refule to 
ſign the Reſolrtions, till Ireland and de Pole forced 
himto it, by threatning him zo kill him if he refu- 
ſed; Whereupon having put to his Seal, he burſt 
forth into theſe words before them, —Mow want 
T nothing but 4 Ship, or a nimble Horſe, or an Halter 
to brins me to that death I deſerve : If Thad not done 
this, T ſhould have been kill”d by your hands, andnow 


[ have gratified the Kings pleaſure and yours in doing . 


it, I have well deſerv'd to die, for Treaſon againſt the 
Novles of the Land, — Which laſt words were like 
to have prov'd fatally Prophetick, for not long at- 
ter in the next Parl:ament ne was indeed condem- 
ned to die, though not executed for the fame. 
Some Authors fay, That a# the Judges of England, 
( except William Skipwith abſent by reaſon of fick- 
neſs) joyn'd in anſwering theſe Queſtions, which 
tecins probable, becauſe they were afterwards all 
queſtion'd and puniſh'd for the ſame; yet in the 

Record 
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Record there are but Five named ; poſſibly +he os 
thers might conſent, though only thefe ſet their 
Seals to 1f. 


The Queſtions ſo propoſed to the 
Judges, and their Anſwers were 
as follows : 


E it remembred, That on the 25th day of Au- 
LY guſt, 7 the 11th year of the Reign of King 
Richard the Second, at the Caſtle of Nottingham, 
before our ſaid Lord the King, Robert Trelylian 
Chief Fuftice of England, and Robert Belknappe 
Chief Fuſtice of the Common Bench of our ſaid 
Lord the Kins, John Holt, Roger Fulthorp , and 
William de Burgh, Knights, Fuſtices, and Aſſociates 
of the ſaid Rob. Belknappe, and John de Lokton the 
Kings Serjeant at Law, 2x: the preſence of the Loyas 
and other Witneſſes tender written, were perſonally 
required by our ſaid Lord the King, on the Faith and 
Allegiance wherein to him the ſaid King they are 
bound, to anſwer faithfally unto certain Queſtions 
here-under ſpccified, and to them then and there truly 
recited, and upon the fame to declare the Law ac- 
coraing to their diſcretion; Vit, 


I. Imprimis, Jt was demanded of them, Whether 
that new Statute a4 Ordination, and Commiſhon, 
made and publiſhed in the laſt Parliament held at 
Weſtminſter, be ot derogatory to the Royalty and 
Preropative of ozr jaia Lord the King ? 

To which they unanimonſly anſwered, Te Y 
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ſame are derogatory thereunto, eſpecially be- 
cauſe they were againſt bu will. 


2. Query of them, How thoſe are to be puniſhed, 
who procured that Statute and Commiſſion, - 
To which they unanimoiſly anſwered, That they 
were to be puniſhed with Death, except the 
King would pardon them. 


3. Quary of them, How thoſe are to bepumſhed 
ſaid Statute. 


Whereunto they anſwered with one accord, That + 


they onght to loſe their Lives, . unleſs his Ma- 
Jeſty would pardon them. 


4. It was askt them, What pumſhment they deſer- 
ved who compellPd, ſtreightned, or neceſſitated the 
King to conſent tothe making of the ſaid Statute axd 
Commiſſion. | 

To which they all anſwered, That they ounht to 

ſuſfer as Traytors. 

5. Query of them, !/ow thoſe are to be puniſhed who 
hindred the King from exerciſtg thoſe things which 
appertain to his Royalty and Prerogative. 

To which Queſtion they unanmou/y anſwered, 

That they are to be puniſhed as Traytors. 


6. Quary of them, Whether afiey in a Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, the Affairs of the Kinedom , and 
the cauſe of calling that Parliament, are by the Kings 
Commarns declared, and certain Articles limited by 
the K ng y HpOR which the Lords and Commons un 
that Parliameint ought to proceed; if yet * fat 
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Lords and Commons will proceed altogether #pon other 
Articles and Afﬀairs, and not at all upon thoſe l:mi. 
ted and propoſed to them Ly the King, witil the King 
ſhall have firſt anſwered them upon the Articles and 
Matters ſo by them ſtartea and expreſs'd, although 
the Kings Command be to the contrary ; whether z7 
ſuch caſe the King ought net to have the Governance 
of the Parliament , and tffeitually oyer-rule chem, 
ſo as that they ought to preceed fiſt on the Matters 
propoſed by the King, or whether on the contrary, the 
Lords and Commons ought firſt to have the Kings An- 
ſwer «pon their Propoſals before they procecded fur- 
there 
To which Queſtion they anſwered unanimouſly, 
That the King in that behalf has the Gover- 
nance, and may appoint what ſhall be firſt hand- 
led , and ſo gradually what next in all Matters 
to be treated of in Parliament, even to the end 
of the Parliament: And if any att contrary 
to the Kings pleaſure made known therein, ' they 
are tobe puniſhed as Traytors. 


7. Quzry of them, Whether the King when ever he 
pleaſes can Dillolve the Parliament, and command 
the Lords and Cummons to depart from therice , or 
z0t. 

To which they unanimouſly anſwered, That hs can, 
and if any one ſhall then proceed i tartianment 
againſt the Kings will, he is to be piſht as 4 
Traytor. 


S, Query of them, Since the RK 19g C172 rhe ey 
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the Lorawand Commons can without the will of the 
King Impeach i Parliament ary of the ſaid Judges 
or Officers for any of their Offences, 
To which they unanimouſly anſwered, That they 
cannot, and if any one ſhould do ſo, be is to be 
puniſht as a lraytor. 


9. Query of them, How he is to be puniſht who 
moved in Parliament, that the Statute ſhauld be ſent 
for, whereby Edward the Second ( the Kings great 
Grandfather) was proceeded againſt and depoſed in 
Parliament ; by means of ſending for and impoſing 
which Statute, the ſaid late Statute, OQrdination, 
and Commiſſion, were devilted and brought forth in 
Parliament. 

To which they anſwered, That as well be that fo 
moved, as he who by pretcace of that Motion 
carried the ſaid Statute to the Parliament, are 
Traytors and*Criminals to be puniſhed with 
. Death. | 


10. It was demanded of them, Whether the TJudg.- 
ment g:venn the laſt Parliament held at Weſtmia 
ſter, againſt Michael de Pole, Earl of Suſtolk, was 
Erroneous and Revocable, or nor. 

To which Queſtion they unanimonſly anſwered, 
That if that Judgment were now to be given, 
the would not gre of 5 vecaiſe it ſeems to them, 
that the ſaid Judgment # Revocable, as being 
Erroneous 7 every part of ze. 


Ts Teftimony of all which, the Fudges and Ser- 
yeant aforeſaid, to theſe Preſents have put their Seals, 
2 the preſence of the Reverend Lords, Alexander 


Arch 
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Archbiſhop of York, Robert Archbiſhop of Dublin, 
+ John Biſhop of Durham, Thomas ZB:ſhop of Chiche- 
ſter, and John Biſhop of Bangor, Robert Duke of 
Ireland, Michael Earl of Suffolk , John Rypon 
Clerk,, and John Blake Eſquire: Given the 


Place, Pay » Fonth , and Pear afo2e- 
[ad, 


But though they had thus refolv'd the Zaw to 
their Minds, there was a greater Diſtculty, how 
to arm themſelyes with Power enough for Exccu- 
tion; In order to which , they privately ſent a- 
broad to Levy Mer, but found them come in very 
ſlowly, becaule the Lords were generally beloved; 
and theſe Favourites of the King equally hated. 
Nor could they manage their Deligns with ſuch ſe- 
crecy, but the Lords had notice, whereupon to 
take off all il Impreſſions made againſt them in the 
Kings Mind; His Uncle the Duke of Glouceſter 
( chief of the Lords, againſt whom the Courtiers 
had combin'd ) voluntarily before tne Biſhop of 
London, and many Nobles of the Realm', did make 
Oath, That he had never imagined any thing to the 
prejudice of the King, but had ſtudied and performed 
to bis power, what tended to the Kings Honour and 
Advantage, aud what alſo was well-pleaſing to him ; 
except only that he could not kindly regard the Duke 
of Ireland, whom the King immoderately lowd, and 
who had diſhonoured one that was not only a near Re- 
lation of him the ſaid Duke of Glouceſter, but alſs 
of the Kings; which it was fit ſhould be reveng'd, &c. 

With the Contents of which Oath, the Biſhop 
acquainted the King, who ſcem'd inclinable to 
| A credit 
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credit the ſame; till char! de Pole began to 
exaſperate him againſt the Dake: To whom the 
Biſhop ſmartly reply 'd, —Be ſilent, Sir, it becomes 
not you to talk, who ſt, oy condemned in Parliament, 
and are now alive only by the Kings Grace and Fa- 
wour. Which fo offtended the King,that he comman- 
ded the Biſhop out of his Pretence, biddins him 
begon home to his Church; who at his return in- 
forn'd the Duke what had pals'd, and how much 
the King was ſway'd by thole wicked Coyncellors : 
So that it was high time for him to pro ovide for his 
own ſafety, and obviate that Ceſtruction which 
was prepared for him. 

' Hereupon the Duke of Glouceſter with the Earls 
of Arundel, Warwick, and Derby, ( who were all 
deſigned to the lame Condemriatien, if not. pre- 
vented ) acviling together, refolve' to ſtand upon 
their Guard, and Treat with the King concerning 
the Premiſſes , and that Fayour w hich he afforded 
to them, who were T7aytsrs both to Him and the 
Publick, and the imminent hazard of the Kingdom 
thence ariſin Ss. The Kins endeavoured to have 
{turprized them /7;z2/y before hey had united thetr 
Retinues, but failed therein; fo that with a very 
conſiderable Force they aſſembled together at Ha- 
+ yngey- -Park Ihe King was juſt then Preparing 
( as it was {aid ) for a Journey t to Canterbury , 
pay as was pretended his Devotions at the Shrine 
of S. Thomas Becket , but indeed from thence to 
have palsd into France, 2nd delivered up to tlic 
French King Calice, and leveral other umportant 
Places, which by the 7::al Counſel of his pernicious 
Flatterers, he had ſold unto that Kins. Bur” this 
News of the Lords being in Arms, diverted that 
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Voyages and put Ring Richard into great Confu- 
fon, not knowing what meatures to take : Some 
of thoſe about im were for reconciling the 
Lords with fair Promiſes; others were for raiſing 
the Lowdoners , and what other Forces could be 
procured , and {122ring them; of which opinion 
eſpecially was the Biſhop of York: But this the 
more prudent «:ſapproved, alledging the Diſho- 
nour and Dam-ge would accrue to the King it 
worſted. 

W hileſt thele wiſe men could not agree what 
courle to take, there was a Fool ſtumbled on an 
Expreſſion, which it duly confidered, might have 
done the Ring more Service than all their De- 
bates: 1 his was a certain Knight called Hugh dz 
Lyme, who had been bred in the Wars, but by 
an accident loft his Underſtandins, and now as a 
Natural was maintained by the Charity of ſeveral 
of the Nobles and Retainers to the Court; The King 
meeting him during thete Conſultations, and be- 
ing willing to divert himſelf by hearing his fooliſh 
diſcourſe, askt him jocularly, What he ſhould do 
with the Lords that were Ajſembled together in the 
before mentioned Park, To which the ſaid Fu ;h 
very melancholly an{wered, —- March forth, Sir! 
and let ws fall upon them, and kill every Mothers Son 
of them, which being done, by God's Eye, you will gal- 
Lintly have deſtroyed all the faithful Subjetts you have 
2m your Kingdom. 

In the mean time Mediators for Peace poſting 
to and fro hetween the Kings and the Lords; it 
was at laſt by their Interceſſion concluded, that 
the Lords ſhould come before the King at Weſt- 
miſter, and receive the Kings Anſwer to bony 
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Grievances: The Biſhop of Ely and divers other 
Perſons of Honour and Credit, giving their Oaths 
on the Kings behalf, T hat ns Treachery or ll pras 
flice ſhould be uſed, but that they might come and go 
with ſafety, and if any were acfigned, that they 
would admoniſh them of it, A Caurion that in the 
Event proved not wneceſſary : For on the day they 
ſhould appear, they had Intelligence, that there 
was an Ambuſcade laid for them about the Mews, 
whereupon they delay'd their coming, and the 
King (who had waited an hour or two for them 
beyond the time appointed) enquiring the rea. 
ſon, was told by the {aid Biſhop of Ely, that it 
was becauſe he did not keep his word, for there 
was lecretly planted above a thouſand Armed 
Men to cat thew off in their Paſſage : The King 
ſeemed much offended at this Treachery , and 
{wore that he was notprivy to it, and therefore 
commanded the Sheriffs of Lozdoz to learch the 
Mews, and if they found any perſons aſſembled 
there for {uch a purpole, to k:i// them. But in 
truth, the Contrivance was not there , but 1n a 
place at Weſtmiz/fer, where Sir Thomas Tr:vyet and 
Sir Nicholas Bramber had to this intent got toge- 
ther great numbers of their Faction in Arms, 
whom upon this diſcovery they dilmiſt, and reti. 
red into London, And now the King promilins 
again ſafe Conduct to the Lords, they toon after 
Arrived in his Royal Preſence, whom they found 
in Weſtmizſter-Hail in his Robes of State, and with 
his Crown on his Head, and Scepter in his hand ; 
To whom they preſented themſelves on their 
Kees: and the Biſhop of Ely Lord Chancellor on 
the Kings behalf made a Speech, blaming them 3p 

their 
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their raiſing Forces, and demanding the Cauſe, 
withal recommending the Kings Goodneſs, who 
choſe thus graciouſly to Ireat with them , ra- 
ther than to Chaſtiſe them by Arms, which he 
told them his Majeſty wanted not power calily to 
have done. 

To this the Lords anſwered, That they had AC. 
{embled together for the good of the King and Kings 
dom, and to remove Traytors from the King : Na 
ming particularly Robert de Vere Duke of ireland, 
Alexander Nevil Archbiſhop of York, Michael 
de Pole Earl of Suffolk, Robert Treſylian the falſe 
Chief Juſtice,and Nicholas Bramber the falle Knight 
of Lendon, whom they averrd to be Traytors, and 
(flinging down their Gloves } that they were 
ready to prove them tobe ſuch by Battel; |_ a man- 
ner of Tryal not unuſual in thoſe times. }] To 
which the King himſelt anſwered, That i ſhall not 
be determiaxed in that manner, but in the next Pare 
liament; which we appoint to be the Morrow 
after the Purification of the Bleſſed Virgin next, 
where both Parties coming ſhould have Ju- 
ſtice done according to Law: And in the mean 
time all of them to be in the Kings Protc&tion 
without injuring one another. —— And 1o aſter 
lome friendly Diſcourle, and Drizking with the 
King, they departed thence. And two days aft- 
ter the Kins ( the more to' appeaſe the Lords, 
and fatisfie the People ) cauſed Proclamation to 
be made in Loxden, ſeemins in Excule of the 
Duke of Glouceſter and his Aſſociates; but indeed 
to amuſe them, and preſerve his dear Favourites 
from threatned Y rolence 3 the 'Tenour whereof 
Was t0 this effect z 


Richard 
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> rv make Known'tlu lt Os 47 eae 
a and faithſul Subjects throu hou; Oar 
whole Kino avin of England ) hat ivhereas 
Thomas Due  Gloweelter Rachrird tarl 
of Arundel, Thomas / Earl of Warwick have 
been by certain Pc 'r 01 nN' ho Hittite unac' itood 
the Truth « F Aﬀeirs, D-famed as Tray tors to 
Us and Our Kinzdom ; we thereſore hav; 'ng 
#5 becomes Us with the high-fl Del:/ EV At in 
and greateſt Diligence weigh'd the Cauſe of ſuch 
Scandal, and mojl diligent! 'y to Our utmoit 
Power ſe arching Fo the bottom for the T, 4th, 
with the All! ance of Our Conneil, do not find 
any thing done ar achcd by them worthy of the 
Blot of Suſpicion , much leſs any ſeruple of 
Evidence of their beino Guilty ; whereupon 
We have Decreed , to I Declare the ſata Defa- 
mation to be falſe, unjuit, wicked, and whol- 
ly void ef all Truth :. And we do teſtifie the 
ſaid Duke and Earls to be worthy of good 
Fame, amd Innocent, ana nit fo much as (ul. 
pected of any Crime - and as much as in ls 
lies, and as we are able We will approve and 
maintain them ſo to be, and ao take them 
hence-forwards into Our Special Protection. 
Furthermore, We are willizo to make known io 
all Perſons by theſe Preſents, who are their 


Defamers; Yiz, Alexander Archbiſvep of 
York, 
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York, Robert Duke of Ireland, Michael Earf 
of Suftolk, Robert Treiylyen Orr Chief Ju- 


ftice, and Nicholas Brembre of London; 


Knight, whoz alſo we take into Our Prote(ti- 
on, that they may Anſwe7 whatever ſhall be 
opjectes aoailt them in Our next Parizament. 
Commanding that none on any Pretence what< 
ſoever , {oall etther to Them, or the fore- 
named Lords openly or ſecretly, offer azy kind 
of Diſturbance, GrieVazce, or Ubeatence, till 
ſuch prefit time of Our Parliament, 


But for ail theſe fair words, the Popular Lords 
knowing the Kings Autability, and as well the 
Influence thole his 11! Counce!lors had over him, as 
their malice and perhdioutnels, thought it the fa- 
feſt courfe not to ſcparate themlielves, but with a 
victlant Eye to ob:crye the Motions of Aﬀairs. 

' The Duke of 1-cl19d and the reſt accuſed, did 
not appear with the King at this Meeting, and 
*twas their wilcſt courle to be ablent; for *tis be- 
liey'd the Kings Pretence would ſcarce have been 
able to prote&t them: Nor had they any mind to 
hazard themſelves on the Juſtice of the next Par- 
liament , But rather refolv'd if they could to ſe- 
cure themſelves by Arms. To which purpole the 
Dake of Treland was all this while raiſing of Men 
in Cheſhire and Wales, either by the Kings Com- 
miſſion, or Conmvarice, and that it was more than 
the /-"'- | may juſtly be ſuſpected ; becanfe when 
he wade conſiderable Levies, the Kings com- 
manacd Thomas Molingax, a man of great LOAN 

anc 
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and Condutt , Conſtable of the Caſtle of Cheſter; 
to accompany and ſafe-condutt the {aid Duke with 
all che Forces he could make, to his Majeſties Pre. 
ſence, |1he Adverle Lords being. Advertiz'd of 
theſe Preparations, and that they were upon their 
March, beſet the' Ways by which the Duke 
ſhould paſs to London, reſolving to Encounter 
him before he ſhould have encreas'd his Power, 
and conntenanc'd his Actions with the Name and 
Preſence of the King. 

Accordingly Henry Earl of Derby, Son of the 
Duke of Lancaſter met them at a Place called Bah. 
belahe near Burford in Oxfordfhire , whom the 
Duke no ſooner faw, but contrary to the Refo- 
lution of moſt of thole that were with him, he pre- 
pared for flight ; however olinenx prevailed with 
him to joyn Battel, but ſcarce t82 Ounces of Blood 
was loſt on both ſides, before the Duke (who 
had been ſo gaod at raiſng Qrarrels, ſhew'd him- 
{elfas bad at {#:7tizs them) and ſet Spurs to his 
Horle, and forſook the Field, whereby all his Men 
being diheartned, and Sir Thomas Molinewnx ain, 
the Earl of Derby obtain'd a cheap, but tire Vi- 
Gtory, allay'd with nothing but the eſcape of Ire- 
| laid; who having mounted a fleet Nag, and be- 
ings to paſs a River, caſt away both Gauntlet and 
Sword to be the lighter, and fo ſwam over, and 
ot firſt into Holland; where finding but cold 
Entertainment, he went to Utrecht, and after 
two or three years rambling up and down as a 
Fugitive, died at Lovain in Brabant, Though his 
War-horſe and Armory being found on the Brink of 
tne River, raiſed a general Report that he was 
Drowi'd ; which probably might facilitate his 

| eſcape. 
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eſcape. Amongſt his Baggage was taken a very 
conſiderable Sum of Gold,and (what was of greater 
Value) the Kings Letters, ordering his preſent 
Repair to London, and promiling to live and die 
with him againſt all Oppolers. 

But this Diſaſter Thunder-ſtruck the whole Ca- 
bal ; The Earl of Sfolk.in diſguiſe flies to Calice, 
where his own Brother being Governour of the 
Caftle refuſed to harbour him without the Conſent 
of the Lord William Beauchamp Governour of the 
Town, who return'd him back as a Priſoner into 
England to the King : But the King not only let 
him go at /arge, but ſent for over, and for fome- 
time Committed the laid Beauchamp for tluch his 
honeſt diligence: The rather *tis ſuppoled be- 
cauſe he had formerly for the Kings 1atereſt thwar- 
ted his pleaſure ; For on the late Bargains and prz- 
vate Intrigues with France, King Richard having 
as aforeſaid, fold Calice to the French 
King, ſent a Knight with Letters un- A212%0r, 
der his Privy-Sienet , Commandin 56eY toe 

'Y 5 J 5 

Beauchamp to deliver up the lown to him, and 
one Sir foha Golofre with other Letters to the 
French King > but he knowing the vaſt [mportance 
of the Place, and believing the Ring Impoſed up- 
on by wicked Councel, rctolutely an{wered, That 
tne Cuſtody and Government of the Town was con 
mitted to him in the Preſence and by the Authority of 
the King and the Nobles of the Realm openly and 
publickly, and he would not ſurrender it in Hugger- 
mug ger, nor part with his Command but in their pre- 
fence. And alfo he took Gelofre's Letters to the 
French King from him, and priyately tranſmitted 
them to the Duke of Glexce/?*r : For wich Af- 
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fronts the King. waited an opportunity to be ye? 
veng'd, and had proceeded *tis thought more ſe. 
verely, but that the ſaid Beauchamp was a perſon 
extreamly beloyed, and the King was not at pre. 
ſent ina condition to ule rigours, and ſo by the 
Mediation of Friends he was quickly diſcharg'd. 

The reſt of the hated Fattion, as the Archbiſhop 
of York, Juſtice Treſy/ran, and others, ran cvery 
man like Coneys to their Covert, and viere not to 
be heard of : Nay the Kg betook himlelf to the 
Tower of London, and there made Proviſion for 
his Winter Quarters; all his Deſigns being fru. 
trated, firſt by Raſhneſs in taking Arms, and af- 
terwards by Cowardiſe in uſing them. And to 
add to his Confuſron, about the lame time. an En- 
voy from the Freach King was taken with Letters, 
whereby the French King Licens'd Kins Richard; 
the Duke of Ireland, and fome others, with Atten- 
dants to fuch a Number, to come into Beloign, 
where he would be ready to receive them with 
great Pomp, and from them receive the Poſſeſſion 
of Calice, ad other ſtrons Holds; for which he 
had ( fays Walſmgham, fol. 332.) already paid 
Kins Richard. 

The Lords therefore perceiving*ſuch confider- 
able Territories ready to be loft abroad, as well 
as Extravagancies practiſed at home, haſten'd their 
March firſt to S. Albans, and next to Londen, where 
with an Army of Forty thouſand men, they Arri- 
ved on S. Stephen's Day 3 the Citizens furniſhing 
them with Vitualsz and whether more out of 
Fear or Love, I cannot fay, offered to let them 1n- 
to the City ; but they choſe rather to Quarter in 


the Suburbs, proteſting not to depart without 
| perſonal 
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perſonal Conference: with the King , which at [aſt he 
granted ; permitting them firſt to ſearch the Tower, 
ro prevent any Surpize :. 1 he Dukeand Earls then 
waited upon him; and after a tew cold Complements 
laid before him ,- the. Contederacy againſt their 
Lives at Nuttineham, his Letters to the Duke. of 
Irdland , contrary. to. his Royal Word, together 
with his d:{0yourable Treaty to deliver up Calice 
t1o.the Freneh Ring, &c; 1he King heard them 
at firſt with /ilerce and patience, and afterwards 
with-a dejected Countenance, and not without 
ſome Tears, lecmed to.acknowledge that he could 
neither. deny, or-1uftifie what they complain'd of; 
and certainly; the, Stomachs of the -Lords muſt 
needs more Relent'to thoſe /ake-warm drops, than 
they would to his greateſt violence. - '50 agreed it 
was;, that he would- meet them next day at 
Weſtminſter, there to treat of theſe and other ne- 
celary'A tiairs of-the-Realm. But no ſooner were 
they. gonez. but \tomei Abulers of the Royal Ear 
liggeſted, that his..gping thither would be nei- 
ther Honourablenor late, but bring both his Per- 
lon int0 preſent darper and; contempt,.and occaſion 
+ future. Abricgment; of his Authority : Where- 
upon-the Kings Mind -tyrned and began to Rerract 
his Promile-z. Fhis Theated the Lords 1{o much; 
that being f&ſbt with, Opportunity and Power, 
they fent him-peremptory word ,.. That if he did 
thus fautter with then, and would not appear to Cou- 
Jult the:good of the Realm, they wonld take other mea- 
ſares,:\ Intimating. ng le(s;than the Bletdiow of an- 
other, This ſo work'd upon the King, that ke was 


pleated ro meet. them, ..and -to conlent ( though 


not without ſome Rejucancy,) that, ſeveral of 
br | 1 | 18 


114 The Life and Keign 
his Minions ſhould be baniſht the Court ;, as Ne 
vil Archbiſhop of Tork,, the Biſhop of Durban, 
Fryar Ruſhok the Kings Confeſſor, and Biſhop of 
Chicheſter , ( but both he and York, had already 
ſhewed them a fair pair of Heels : ) The Lords 
Seuch, Harmyworth , Burnel , ana Beamont ;, and 
leveral Knights, as Sir Alberick Vere, Sir Bal. 
wy: Bereford, Six Fehn Worth, Sir Thomas Clif- 
ford, Sir Fohn Lovel, &'s. Together with certain 
Ladies, Qus nontantum inutiles, ſed infames ;, Who 
were ( ſaith Waiſsngham ) not only unneceſſary, uſe- 
leſs, and unprofitable at Court, but likewiſe Fands 
lows ani infamous : And thele were the Lad 
Mowen , the Lady de Molyng, and the Lady Po- 
yngs, Wife to the ſaid Sir Fohn Worth ; who all 
were obliged to appear next Parliament. There 
were likewiſe aftually taken into Cuſtody Sir S:- 
mon Burley, Sir Thomas T rivet, Sit Nicholas Brem- 
ber, and divers other Knights ; Clifford, Lincoln, 
and Motford, Clerks; John Beauchamp de Holt the | 
Kings Steward , or Privy-Purſe, Nicholas Lake | 
Dean of the Chappel; and Fohn Blake Barriſter at 
Law; who were all diſpoſed in ſeveral Caſtles. 
After Candlemas, 1588, the Parliament began 
at Londoa, ( though the King ufed many means 
to daſh or defer the ſame:) The Lords came at- 
tended with ſufficient Strength to ſuppreſs any 
Rebellion, or Tumult that might happen 3 and con- 
tinued their Sitting till Whirſuntide, to the great. 
Fear of ſome, Hope of others, and Expettation of 
all : Part of theit firf Work was for ſeveral days 
to Summon the Duke of Ireland, the Archbiſhop 
of Tork, Michael de Pole Earl of Swffolk, Treſy- | 
tian the Chief Juſtice, and Sir Nisholas Brember Ci- 
$12en 
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tizen of London, to an{wer to the Treaſons where- 
with they ſtood charged, but none of them appear- 
ing, they were all Out-law'd, and their Lands and 
Goods forfeited and ſeized into the Kings, hands, 
with a proviſion by common conſent in Patliament 
that they ſhould never be pardon'dor petmitted to 
appear again in England, 


The Appeal -» Charge exhibited againſt them 

in Parliament thi long, # yet remarkable z 
and not being extant in Engliſh, 1 ball ſo 
far preſume on the Reader's Patience,as toin- 
ſert it, Tranſlated from the Original, as we 
findit in Knyghton de Eventibus Angliz, 
Col, 2713. 4s follows, viz. 


© JO our Moſt excellent and redoubted Lord 
* LJ. the Kine, and his Council, in this preſent 
* Parliament, do ſhew Tho. Duke of Gloceſter, Con- 
* ſtable of England, Henry Earl of Derby, Richard 
* Earlof Arundel and Surry, Thomas Earl of War- 
*wick, and Tho, Earl Marſhal ; That whereas they 
* the {aid Duke and Earls, as Loyal SubjeQs of our 
*Lord the King, for the profit of the King and 
*Realm, on the Fourteenth day of November laſt 
*paſt, at Waltham-Croſs in the County of Hertford, 
*did before the moſt reverend Fathers in God W:il- 
*liam Biſhop of Wincheſter, Thomas Biſhop of Ely, 
* late Chancellourof England, Fohn Waltham, then 
* Lord Privy Scaf, Fobn Lord Cobham, the Lords 
* Richard le Scrope, and. John Denroſs, then Com- 
* m/oners of our Lord the King, Qrdain'd and 
* made in the lat Parliament, Appeal [ Accuſe of 

I 2 * Charge 7 
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« Charge ] Alexander, Archbiſhop of York, - Re- 
*bertide Vere; Duke of Ireland, Michiel de la Pole, 
© Earl of Saffolk , Robert Treſylian, the falſe Juſtice, 
* and Nicholas Brember the falle Knight of London, 
© of ſeveral High Treaſons by them committed a- 
©sainſt the King and his Realm, and Jid offer to 
*proſecute and maintain the lame, and ſufficient 
© Suxeties to find, praying the laid Lords to certifie 
© the ſame to their laid Soverazgn Lord; which the 
© ſame day the ſaid Commiſſioners did accordingly 
f certifie to the King at Weſtminſter, where moſt of 
© the ſaid perlons ſo Appealed, being preſent, were 
© fully informed and certified of ſuch Appeal. 
© And whereas ſhortly after, by the Aſent of 
* the Xing arid his Cozncil, the faid Thomas Duke of 
© Gloceſter, cc. coming to Weſtminſter , in Preſence 
© of the King, and of his Council there, for the pro- 
© fit of the [King and his Realm, did again Appeal 
© the faid Arch-biſhop of York, and other falle Thay. 
© tors, his Companions, appealed of high 'I reatons 
* by them-committed againſt 'the King and his 
© Realm, as Traytors and Enemies to the Ring and 
*Realin, in. afhrmance of their former. Appeal, of- 
© fering to purſue and maintain it as aforeſaid. -| 
<£ Which:iAppealour Lord the King did accept, and 
© thereupon aſſigned a day - ta, the. faid Parties at 
© his firſt Parliament which ſhould be holden on the 
© Morrow after Candlemajs,next inſuing, then to 
© haveand receive fl! 7#ſtice upon the 1{aid: Appeal, 
*and in the 'mean time took into his ſafe and-moſt 
© ſpecial prgretion the ſaid Parties, with all their 
* People Goods and Chattels, .and cauſed the ſame 
<to be then proclaimed and publiſhed. 
* And'whereas allo on Hdarnday next after the Ny 
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© of the Nativity of our Lord Chriſtnext after, the 
© {aid Duke of Gloceſter, &c. in the preſence of the 
* King in the Tower of Londoy, as Loyal Subjets of 
* the King and his Realm,did Appeal the faid Arch- 
* biſhop of Tork, &c. as falle Iraytors, ©&c. 
©Whereupon the King aſſ1gn'd them a day in the 
©next Parliament to purſue and declare their Ap- 
© peal, and by the advice of his Council did cauſe 
© Proclamation to be made in all the Countics of 
© England by Writs under his great Scal, That 2/l 
* the ſaid perſons, ſo Appealed, ſhould be at the ſaid 
© Parliament to anſwer thereunto. Which Appeal 
*the faid Duke of Gloceſter,Cc. the Appealors, are 
©now ready to purſue, maintain, and declare, and 
©do by thele Preſents as Loyal ſubjeRts of our Lord 
©the King, for the profit of the Ring and Realm, 
* Appealthe ſaid Archbiſhop, &c. of High Treaſons 
© by them committed againſt our Lord the King, 
*and his Realm, as Traytors and Enemies of both 
* King and Kingdom ; which Treaſons are decla- 
fred, and fully ſpecified in certain Schedules here- 
*unto annexed : And they do pray, that the faid 
© perſons Appealed may be called, and right and 7u- 
*/tice done mn this preſent Parliament. 
© Imprimis, Thomas Duke of Gloceſter, Conſtable 
* of England, Henry Earl of Derby, &c. do Appeal 
* and fay, that Alexander Archbiſhop of York, Ro- 
*vert de Vere Duke of Ireland, and Michael de la 
* Pole Earl of Suffolk, falſe Traytors to the King 
*and Realm,ſfceing the-texder Age of our ſaid Lord 
*the King, and the Innocency ot his Royal Perſon, 
* ave by many falſe Contrivances, by. them with- 
* out Loyalty or Good Faith imagined and lugge- 
* ſed, endeayoured wholly to Inerofs his Majeſties 
in © Aﬀe. 
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© AﬀeQion, and to make him intirely give Faith 
* and Credence to what they ſhould ſay, though ne. 
© ver ſo pernicious to himſelf and his Realm,and to 
© hate his Loyal Lords and Peqgple, by whom he 
© would more faithfully have been ſerved; Encroa- 
© ching and affuming to themſelves a power to the 
* endefranchiſing our Lord the King of his Sove. 
© Veraignty, and impairing his Royal Prerogative 
© and Dignity, making him fo far obey them, that 
© he hath been ſworn to be Govern'd and Counſel'd only 
* by them ; by means of which Oath, and the power 
* they have fo trayterouſly uſurped, great incon- 
* venjences, miſcheifs, and deſtruQtions, have happe- 
© ned, as by the ſubſequent Articles will appear. 
2,6 Item, Whereas the King is not bound to make 
© any Oath to any of his fubje&ts, but on the day of 
© his Coronation, or for the Common profit of him and 
© his Realm, the ſaid Biſhop, Duke, and Earl, falſe 
© Traytors to the King and Realm, have made him 
© ſwear and aſſent to them, that he will maintain and 
© defend them, and live and dye with them. And to 
© whereas the King ought to be of a free condition 
© above any other in his Realm, they have brought 
© him more into ſervitude and Bondage, againit his 
* Honour, Eſtate, and Royalty, contrary to their 
c Allegiance and as Traytors unto him. 

3 © Item, The ſaid Traytors by the Afent and 
© Council of R»bere Treſylian the falſe Juſtice, and 
© Nicholas Brember the falſe Knight of London, by 
© their falſe Covin would not at all ſuffer the great 
« Perſons of the Realm, nor the good Subjects of 
© the Ring, toſpeah to, or approach the King, to 

* 2ive him wholſome advice, nor the King to ſpeak 


:b0 them, unleſs in the preſence an] hearing of oe 
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© the ſaid Duke of Ireland, &c. or two of them, 
© at their will and pleaſure, or about ſuch things as 
© they thought fit, tothe great diſprace of the No- 
© blesand good Councellors of the King, and to the 
© preventing of their good will, and ſervice towards 
© the King, thereby Encroaching to themlelves the 
© Royal powet, and a Lordſhip, and Soveraighty o- 
«ver the perſon of the King, to the great d;(honowr 
* and peril of the King, his Crown and Realm. 

4. © Item, The faid Archbiſhop,&c. by ſuch their 
* falſe devices and pernicious Courcels,have diverted 
* the King from ſhewing due countenance to his great 


©*Lords and Leige People, ſo that they could not 


© be anſwered in their Suits and Rights,without the 
© leave of them the ſaid Archbiſhop, &c. Thereby 
© putting the Ring belides his Deworr, contrary to 
© his Oath, contriving to alzenate the Heart of our 
©Lord the King from his People, that they might 
*engrols amongſt themſelves only the Government 
© of the Realm; whereby they have cauſed our 
fLord the King, without the Aſent of the Realm, 
©or any deſert in them, to have given away by their 
£ Abetment many Lordſhips, Caſtles, Towns, 
©:nd Mannors, as well annexed to his Crown, as 
© others; As particularly the Land of Ireland and 
© Okam, with the Foreſt and Lands which did be- 
© long to the Lord Dardelegh, and great quanti- 
© ties of other Lands to the faid Duke. of Ireland, 
© and diyers others, whereby they unworthily arc 
© vaſtly inriched, but the King rendred poor, and 
* unable to ſuſtain and defray the Charges of the Go- 
* vernmens, unlels by Impeſitions , heavy Taxes 
*and Tributes laid upon his People, to the difin- 
© heri{on of his Crown, and the deſtri&tion of the 
*Realm. Il 4 5. Items 
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Item , By ſuch Encroachment of the ſaid 
: Archbiſhop, &c.'and by the Connſel of that falſe 
< Juſkticer Treſylian and PBrember the falle Knight 
© of Londoz , they have cauſed our Lord the King 
© to have given away divers Mannors, Lands "fe. 
©nements, Offices;-and Bailywicks, to c1vers other 
< perſons their Creatures, an fir as they could 
© confide in, and to' others 'of 'wiom they have ta- 
© ken great Gifts by way of Brokave for that ptr- 
© pole, and to ſtand by them in their falſe $:zrs 
© and ill purpoles, to the great prejudice «cf the 
*Kins and Realm, lnch as Gir Robert 7Aanſel Clers., 
© Fobn Blike, Themas Vsk, and divers others. 


6. © Item, Thefaid Duke, cc. Encroacking to 
©themlelves the Royal Power > have caiiſed_ thi 


C 


4 - King r0 SIVeC very great Gifts of Gold as. a Silver, 
*as well of his proper Goods and Fewels, as of thy 
© Gooas and Treaſure of the Realm; as Texths, Fif- 
| Feep 's, and other Taxes, granted by divers Pat l:4- 
mezts, to be expended f for the Jeſcnce and ſafe. 
card of the Kingdom, WhICY yet to the value 
* of One powen;! 210 6 = AMz:hi hive been lav:(lt 
away upon the {aid Duke of Treland , and others. 
© And though many good Ordizances and Laws 
have been made in Parl:ament, as well for main- 
*taming and carrying on of Wars, as for the dc- 
* fence of the Realm; yet they have been by them 
«© diſturbed and defeated, to the great diſhonour ang 
© damage of the King and Realm. 


© Item , By ſuch Encroachment , and Zn 
ahh Gifts wes Br "ORAPES taken by the laid | 
* of Ireland,C&c. it came to paſs that divers unf Nr 
f ;2ſufic:ent perions were preferred to,and inroger 
wit 
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e with the Keeping and Government of diversGari- 
C ſons,Caſtles, and Countries involved in War, as in 
© Guyen and elſewhere , both beyond and on this 
«(ide the Sea,whereby the 1aid Srrong-holds. have 
<heen loſt, the Countries waſted, and the People, 
« fzithful Subjects to the King,deftroyed, and great 
© 6640107485 newly rendred into the hands and 
c poſſeſſions of Enemes, without the Aſſent of the 
© Realm , as the £ Marches of Scotland, Cc. to the 
© Diſinheriſon of the Kings Crown, and the great 
© loſs of the Kingdom, as in Harpeden and Crad- 
© dock , and divers others. 

8. © By the fame means, the ſaid Archbiſhop and 
© his Fellow-Traytors, have cauſed divers people to 
he diſturbed and deprived of Rzght, and the 
© Commen Law of E;:qland, and put to intollerable 
© delays, loſſes and coſts, and the Statutes and Fudg- 
mts which righttully for neceſſary Cauſes have 
*been made and given in Parlamext, have been 
teverſed and annutPd by the procurement of the 
© faid Aalefaitors and T raytors 5, and all this be- 
©caule of the great Gifts and Brokages by them re- 
* ceived of Parties, to the grand milchief of the 
*Kins and Realm. 

9. © Item, The {aid Archbiſhop and other Tray- 
* tors have cauſedand connſelled our Lord the King, 
* to grant Charters of Pardin of horrible Felonies 
* and Treaſons, as wellagainſt the State of the Kipp, 
*as of the Perton injured and prolecuting ; which 
* thing is againſt the King, and the Oath of the 
* King. 

10. *Ttem, Whereas the ſaid Seignories of the 
© I and of Jrelawd are, and time out of mind have 
* been parcel of the Crown of England, and the 


© Peopte 


72x: TheLifeandReign 
* People of Ireland, Leige Subjefts to our Lord the 
*King, and his Royal Progenitors Kings of Eng. 
© land, who in all their Charters, Writs, Letter, 
* Patents, and in their Seals, have for the Aug. 
< mentation of their Renown and Royalty been ln. 
© tituled Lords of Ireland; yet the faid Archbi. 
* ſhop, &c. as falſe Traytors, by their {aid En. 
© croachment, have cauſed and counſelled our Lord 
©the King as much as in him lies, to have granted 
* and fully afſepted and accorded , that the ſaid Re. 
© bert de Vere Duke of Ireland, ſhould be made 
* King of Ireland : And jo compleat ſuch their ill 
* purpole, have adviſed and excited our faid Lord 
*the King to ſend his Letters to our Holy Father 
© the Pope, to grant, ratifie, and confirm this their 
* rrayterous Deſign, without the pravity, or aſſent 
© of His Realmof England, and of the faid Land of 
© Treland, to the dividing the Leigiance of the 
* King between His Realm of Englana, and the 
* faid Land of Irelana;, in diminution of bis AMaje- 
* fties honourable Stile, and open diſinheriſon of. the 
© Crown of England, and full deſtruttion of the law. 
* ful Letge Subjects of our Lord the King, and of the 
© ſaid Land of Ireland. & 

11. © rem, Whereas by the Gzegt Charter, 
© and other good Laws and Cſages of the Realm of 
© England, No man 1s to be taken, nor any. Pri- 
© ſoner put to death with: ut the due proceſs of Law ; 
© The faid Nicholas Brember the falſe Knight of 
© London, did take by Night, certain Prilongrs, to 
*the number of 22, out of the Gaol of New- 
© 9ate, ſome of them being [ndilted and Appealed 
© of Felony, and ſome eApprovers in caſes of Felony, 
* and {ome on ſuſpicion of Felony, and carried them 
© out. 
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#out of London into Kent, to a place called Foul- 
© boke;, and there encroaching on the Royal Power, 
© and in defiance of the ſaid Laws,as a Traytor to the 
* Kine, did without any Proceſs of Law cauſe them 
© all to be Beheaded, except one who was Appealed 
* of Felony, by an Approver, whom he let at large 
*the ſame time, 

' 12. * ltem, The aforeſaid Archbiſhop and other 
©Traytors have in ſmall Cauſes taken great Gifts in 
©the Name of the King, of divers Parties, to main- 
© tai and aber them in their Suits and Yuarrels, 
© and ſometimes have play'd the Ambo-dexters, and 
*taken Money of both ſides. 

13. * tem, Whereas divers of the great Lords, 
© Loyal Subjetts to the King, in divers Parliaments, 
*{eeing the dangers , and apprehending the de- 
* fruftjon threatning the King and Realm, by 
* means of the Miſchiefs of theſe MaletaQors, have 
© moved to have good Governance under the King, 
*toavoid the ſaid Perils: The forenamed Arch- 
* biſhop and other Traytors by their Encroach- 
*ment and fatal Influences have ſo ordered Mat- 
* ters, that the King has not only been deaf to 
*to all ſuch Perſwaſions, but allo has Commanded 
* ſome gf thoſe that moved it, to depart from his Coun- 
*cil, and to ſpeak, no more of ſuch Matters; Nor 
"reaching the good Governance of the King and King- 
* dom, on pain of Death, to the great prejudice of 
"the King and Kingdom. 

14. © Item, Whereas in the laft Parliament, all 
* the Lords and other Sages there Aſſembled, ſee- 
*ing the loſs and deſtyuttzon of the King and Reaby, 
*and the persls and miſchiefs aforeſaid : and that 
*the K:ng was departed from the Conncil of the Tees 

| | * an 
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* and wholly 2handon'd himſelf ro the Counſels of the 
* ſaizd Malefattors and Traytors : By means where. 
* of the French King had Ships, and a Royal Power 
* on the Sea, ready to have arrived in England; 
*and the ſaid Realm, and the very Lanzarze of 
© England to deſtroy : And yet no Proviſion was 
© made, or goo] Governance taken for the ſafery 
* of the King, nor of the Realm. Finding no other 
© Remedy, did Remonſtrate to the King very fully, 
© how he was Jll-adviſed; and Afﬀairs moſt pernict. 
© ouſly manag'd by the atorelaid Traytors and Male. 
* factors, declaring to him their wicked Conditions ; 
< and moſt humbly beſeeching him tor the ſafety of 
© himfelf,and of all his Realin, and avoiding the ſaid 
© impending d 17ers, to forſake and turn thele Tray. 
© tors from his Preſence an! Company, and no lon- 
© 5er to conduct himlelti atter their evzl Counſel; but 
© to hearken to the ſage loyal and diſcreet perſons of 
© his Realm: Whereupon the ſaid Arckbiſhoy and 
© other Traytors,to deteat this wholtom Advice of 
© the Parliament, by their falle Connſel did then 
*cauſe the King to Command the 4ayor of Lon- 
* don ſuddenly to levy a great Power of the People 
© of that City, to attaque and put to death all the fail 
* Lords and Commons, except fuch as were of their 
* Cabal: At the Exccution of which Villany, the 
© ſaid great Mialefactors and Traytors ſhould be pre- 
C ſent and Parties, to the ſcandal and great diſſer- 
* vice of the Kin? and his Reabn, 
15. © Trem, When the ſaid Archbiſhopand other 
©Traytors perceived that the ſaid Jfayor and good 
© People of London, had openly refuled in the pre- 
© ſence of the Kino, to accompliſh fuch their Trea- 
* chery and lewd purpoſes, touching the Murder 4 
cnc 
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«the {aid Lords and Commons : T hey then by ſuch 
« their traytcrous Encroachment falſly Adviſed the 
© King , and {o far prevailed, that our Lord the 
© King did abſent himſelf trom his Parliament for ma- 
© ny days,and did certifie them,T hat he would never 
© Approach the ſaid Parliament nor Commune with the 
' ſaid Lords and Commens touching the Aﬀairs of the 
; Realm, for any danger, loſs, or miſchief that might 
© happen to him or his Realm,unleſs he were firſt aſſured 
* by the ſaid Lords and Commons , that they would 
* not ſay nor att any thing in that Parliament, againſs 
any of the ſad MMalefattors, ſaveonly in the Proceſs 
© which was began against Michael de la Pole : All 
*which was to the great diſſervice of the King 
* and of his Realm, and contrary to the. Ancient 


« Ozdinance- and Liberties of Pazliaz 
c ment, 


16. *Ttem, The ſa1d Lords and Commons of the 
© Realm, after they found the Kings Will by the 
* malignant Conr;ſel, and Excitement ot the laid Arch- 
* Biſhop and other Traytors to be ſuch, that he 
* would not ſuffer .any thing to be commenced, 
© profecuted, or done againſt the ſaid Malefattors, 
* and Traytors;, were pleated to Acquielce, and 
* not proceed therein any further againſt his plea- 
Cfure. And afterwards in the ſaid Parliament, ta- 
© king the Advice and Counſel of all the Lords, 
* Fudzes, and other ſage Commons of the laid Parlza- 
* ment, how,the-Eſtate of the King and his Royal- 
*:y, might beſt be preſerved from the Perils and 
* Miſchiefs aforeſaid, could not find any apter Ex- 
* peazent, than to ordain, that Twelve of rhe Loyal 
* and ſage Lords of the Land, ſhould be of Council 

*£0 


226 The Life and Reign 

©to the King for one year then next enſuing : And 
* that there ſhould be made during that time, a 
* Statute and Commiſſion, whereby they ſhould 
* have full and ſufficient Power to order Matters 
« for the Government of the King atid of the Reabs, 
*and what appertained to the King, as well on 
* this ſide as beyond the Seas; And to repel, re- 
© pair , and redreſs what ever ſhould have been 
« 1 done againſt the Eſtate, Honour, and Profit of 
© the King and Kinzdom, and to do divers other 
© things neceſſary for the King and Realm, as in 
© the Commiſſion thereupon iſſued, and remaining 
* of Record in Chancery, is contained. And that 
* no perſon ſhould prelume to Counſel the King, or 
© any way move him againſt the ſaid Ordinarce and 
* Statute, on pain of forfeiting for the firſ# Offence, 
© all their Goods and Chartelt, and pain of Death 
* for the ſecond : ſuch Expeazent and Ordinance to 
© be made, sf it would ſo pleaſe the King, and not 
* otherwiſe. To which Ordinance of Statute, all 
© the F#dges of the Lard agreed,and gave their Con- 
* fent unto, and Advice for the ſame, as well in 
© preſence of the King, as of the Lords. And allo, our 
* Lord the King did fully give his Afſent to the ſame; 
* and thereupon the ET Ordinance, Statute , and 
* Commiſſion, were made and accorded unto by the 
© Aſſent of the King, and of the faid Lords ajid 
© Fudges, and other Sages and Commons Aſſembled 
* in that Parliamet, for the Safety of the King, bis 
© Royalty and Realm. And yet after the end of the 
* ſaid Parliament, the aforeſaid Traytors and Ma 
 lefattors. by fuch their evil Encroachments , falſly 


*and trayteroully did inform the King, That the 


"ſaid Ordination, Statute, and Commiſſion "—y 
C 
mad: 
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6 made in Derogation of his Royalty, and that all 
© thofe who procured or adviſed the making thereof, or 
© connſelled the King to aſſent thereunto, were wor 
*rby of Death as Traytors to the King. 

17. © Item, That atter this the faid Traytors, 
© the Archbiſhop, &c. cauſed the King to'Aﬀem- 
<hle a Comncit of certain of the Lord-ſuſtices and 
© others, without the Afﬀent or Preſence of the 
$ {aid Lords of the great Council, to whom they 
© made many Demands, and very much ſuſpicious, 
* touching civers Matters, whereby the King. the 
* Lords, an'l the Common-people have been involved 
*in moſt grievous rrowble , the whole Realm diſ- 
© quizted, and the Hearts of many withdrawn from 
* the Kino, ſaving their Allegiance. 

18. */tem, To accompliſh their faid High-Trea- 
© ons, the ſaid Traytors, the Archbiſhop, &c. cau- 
* fed the King to go with ſome of them through- 
© out the midſt of his Realm, and to make the 
' Lords, Kmphts, Eſquires, and other good people, 
*as well in Cities and Boronghs, as 1n other Pla- 
f ces, to come before him, and there to become 
' bound, ſome. by Obligations, others by their Oaths, 
© to our faid Lord the King, to be with him a- 
© Sainſt all people, and to accompliſh the purpoſe 
* of the King, which at that time was to ens» 
* the will and purpoſes of the ſaid Malefaltors and 
* Traytors, drawn in thereunto by their falſe Corn- 
© trivances , Flatteries , and Deceits : Which Se- 
*curities and Oaths were made againſt the good 
* Laws and Uſages of the Land, and contrary "to 
* the Oath of che King, to the great diſhonour of 
"the King and Kingdom; By means of which Oaths 
: lo inforced, the whole Realm was Embroil'd in 
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* great Murmurs and trouble by thelaid 7rayzors; 
*and in danger- to have tuffered divers importani 
* Miſchief. 

19. *Ttem, 1 o inforce their Purpoſes, the {aid 
© Traytors cauled the Ring to abſent hmſelf in the 
< furtheſt parts of this Realm, to the intent that 
© the Lords appointed by the faid'. Oradination, Sta- 
* 1#te, and Conmmeſſior: might not Confer 'and Adviſe 
*with Him touching the Afazrrs of the Realm : 
© To the interruption and hindrance of the pur- 
* port and efte& of the {aid Srarruterand Commſſiar, 
© and great prejudice of the King 'and Realm. 

© 20. *Item, 1 he faid Malefattorsand Traytors, 
© after they had Eſtranzed both the Perſon and good 
*w:ll of the King, from the faid Lords to Commul- 
© floned, and that he efteem'd them Traytors and 
* Enemies; and that they had obtain'd'the Opinions 
* of the F#dpes tuited to their wicked prrpoſes, did 
© agree and delign, I hat ſ{everab oftthe ſaid Lords, 
* and al{o divers Loyal Commons, (hould be firſt Ar- 
© reſted and then Indicted in Londbn and wn 11:ddle- 
* ſex, and. by: falſe Inqueſts _Attawited. of certain 
< Treaſon falſly imagined againſitheni,and ſa put 10 
* ſhameful. Death : To' which purpoſe they had 
* procured an evil and falſe Perton. of their Conſpi- 
$. racy, called Thomas Vsk .to be Under-Sheriff, by 
* whole means the ſaid falſe: Ingurſtx were: to be 
*taken, and the wicked: Deſign:accompliſhed by 
*colour of Law. :: And for themar& compleat ef- 
*feing thereof, they caufed rhe:King to lend his 
© Letters of Credenge by Fobn' Rypon'\a' talle-Cletk, 
* and one of theirCrew, directed*. to the Aſuyor of 
* London, That the ſhould\ſeize.the-ſaid Duke of 


* Glouceſter, and others therein namet], to be - 
* difte 
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£ dicted for certain Treaſons, in ſuch manner as the 
© {1id Nicholas Brember the falſe Knight, and Fohn 
* Blake, who were thereot fully i»fo*med, ſhould 
© direct : By vertue of which Lerters «of Credence, 
© Brember and Blake carried to the Mayor the ſaid 
c falſe Indictment , Commanding him on behalf of 
* the King, that to his power he ſhould promote 
(the ſame : And allo they ordered, that a ſtrong 
©Warch ſhould be ſet, to ſezze my Lord Duke of 
© Lancaſter upon his firſt Arrival. | 
21. © ſtem, The {aid T raytors having trayterouſly 
informed the King, that he ſhould believe that 
the ſaid Ordination, Statute and Commiſſion, were 
*made in derogation of his Royalty and Prerozative z 
* did further perſwave him , that the ſame was 
© made with an intention to degrade, and finally to 
* depoſe our Lord the King : And percciving that 
*thereby he lookt upon his Loyal Lords as Tray- 
© rorsand Enemes;, They yet further advited Him, 
*that by all means poſſible, as well by the power of 
| ©his own Leige people, as by the force of his Ene- 
, | *mes, the French and others, he ſhould deſtroy 
, | *andputto death the {aid Zoras and others, that 
* aſſented to the making of the {aid Ordinance, and 
*that the ſame might be done ſo privily that none 
7 | ſhouldknowofit till it was Cone. | 
» | . 22. *Ttem, In order to theſe Treaſons, by their 
TH Connſels they cauſed the King to ſend Lerters to his 
& | *Enemy the French King, tome by Nicholas Scath; 
« | *well Groom of his Chamber, and others, by other 
* perlons of baſe condition, as well Aliens as Dei- 
f | ,=9n5,, requiring and praying the ſaid Freach King, 
f | fhathe would with all his Power and Conrnſel, Ard 
z | 14H Aft olir Lord the Kind, by celtroy and put 
f | . 
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©to Death the ſaid Lords and others, whom they 
© had ſo falſly repreſented as T: raytors, to the 
© sreat Diſturbance of the whole Realm. 

2 3. © liem,, That uſurping to themſelves Royal 
© Power , they cauled the King to promiſe the 
© French King by his Letters Patents and Meſſages, 
© for ſuch his Aſſiſtance, to accompliſh the {aid 
© Treaſon and Murder, to grve and ſurrender to the 
© faid French King, the Town and Caſtle of Calice, 
© and divers other Forts and Places ; as Breſt, Chiy- 
©burgh, and others, Cc. to the great diſhonour, 
© zrouble, and prejudice of the Realm, 

24. © Item, That after this trayterous Contrivance, 
© it was agreed between our Lord the Kino, and 
*the French King, by the inſtigation and nfiuence 
© of thele Traytors,that a Parley or Interview ſhould 
© he had in the Marches of Cal:ce,and a I ruce of five 
years between the Realms of England and France : 
* At which Interview, by Treachery, the {aid Lords 
* and others whom the King rook tor Trayrors, at- 
* tending him thither, ſhould there by Treachery 
© be lain. In order to which they procured le- 
*veral Letters of ſufe Conduct from the faid French 
* Xing, for the {aid *Duke of Ireland's going into 
* France, toaccompliſh this i purpoſe and Treaſon, 
© which Lerters are ready to be ſhews. 

25. * Item, That the ſaid Brember by the 4/- 
* ſent and counſel of the ſaid other Traytors, did 
* come into London, and without the Aſſet or 
* kxowledge of the King, did caule all the Companes 
* ofthe City to be ſworn, to hold and perform di- 
* vers Matters, as they. are contained in the ſaid 
*Oath, which is of Record in Chancery : And a- 

*mong other things, That they ſhould hold ”_ 
all 
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* and maintain the Will and purpoſe of the King to 
© their power , againſt all rhat are or ſhall be Re- 
© bels, or contrary to his Perſon, or Royal pleaſure * 
© And that they ſhould be ready to deſtroy all thoſe 
ewhich do or ſhall purpole Treaſon againſt our 
© (aid Lord the King, in any manner ; and be rea- 
© dy with their ayor to reliſt during life, all tuch 
© Traytors, &c. At which time the King, by the 
© Miſ-information of the ſaid Evil-doers and Tray- 
© tors, and by the falle Anſwers of the Fuſtices, did 
t firmly hold the ſaid Lords andothers, who aſſented 
©to the making of the ſaid Ordinances, Statute, 
© and Commiſſion, to be Rebels, Traytors, and Ene- 
© mies unto him: Byall which, the faid Traytors 
endeavoured to ſtir up the {aid People of Lon- 
© don , to deſtroy the ſaid Lords and other loyal 
© Subjetts, 

26. © tem, The ſaid Brembey and other T ray- 
© rors tothe King and Realm, uſurping to themlelves 
* Royal Power, Did of their own Authority, with- 
*out any Warrant from the King or his great Coun- 
*cil, cauſe Proclamation to be made through the 
*City of London, That none of the Leige Subjects 
* of our Lord the King, ſhould Suſtain, Comfort, or 
* Aid, Richard Earl of Arundel, and Surrey, ( one 
' of the Lords of the Kings Great Council, during the 
"ſaid Commiſſion, ) nor ſell him any Armour, V- 
* (uals, or other Neceſſaries, on pain of being pro- 
' ceeded againſt as Rebels, carrying about and ſhew- 
"ing a Patent of the Kings, but of another Te- 
*nor; the better to compals ſuch their falſe 
* Proclamation, 

27. © Item, They alſo cauſed it to be Cryed and 
\Proclaimed in the {aid City of London, T hat no 
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* perſon ſhould be ſo hardy as to preſume to ſpeak, any | 


Fill, or utter any word or expreſſion againſt them the ' 
© ſaid Malefattors and Traytors, or any of them, on 
* pain of forfeiting all they had ; Which was an En- 
* croachment on the Royal Power. 

28, *Irem, lhe laid Archbiſhop, Chief Fuſtice, 
© and other Traytors, cauſed the Xing to command 
© his Council to make certain perlons throughout 
© England Sheritts, who were named [_or recom- | 
© mended] to him by them the ſaid Traytors, with 
© an intent to get ſuch perſons as they ſhould name Re- 
© turned for Knights of the Shire to ſerve in Parlia. 
© ment; And to keep out from thence Gentle- 
© men good and loyal, againſt the good Laws and 
\ © Cuſtoms of the Laxd. 

29. © Item, [he ſaid Traytors during the time 
© that the King had 1o taken both Parties into His 
© Protection as aforeſaid , did falſly Counſel and 
© prevail with the King to command by His Let- 
© ters divers Knights and Squires, Sheriffs, and 0- 
© ther Mimſters of leyeral Counties, to Levy Men 
© and Afſemble all their Power to joyn with the ſaid 
© Duke of Ireland., againſt the ſaid three Lords now 
* Appellino, ſuddenly to make War upon and deſtroy 
© them, 

30. © Item, During the time of the ſame Pro- 
© rettion, they cauſed the King by His Royal Let- 
* rers, toſignifie to the {aid Duke of Ireland, Not 
© only, that he and others were Appelled of Treaſon 
2s aforeſaid ; But alſo that he ſhould have fufh- 
© cient Power to Guard him, and come with him to 
© the King. And afterwards cauled Him to write 
© again t1 the faid Dake of Ireland, T hat he ſhould 
© take the Field with all the Forces he could _— 
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© 4nd that the Kino would meet him with all his 
*Tro0Ps, and would expoſe and venture his Royal 
© Perſon : And that the King was 1n great peril - for 
« Himſelf and his Realm, unleſs ſuccor'd and aided 
© by the ſaid Duke : And that the ſaid Duke ſhould 
© ſhew and declare to all the people aſſembled with 
© him, That the King wonld bear and pay all Debts and 
© Coſts of the ſaid Duke of Ireland, and all that joywd 
e with him. By vertue of which Letters, and the 
ceviland trayterous Inſtigation as well of the ſaid 
© Duke , as of his Adherents and other Traytoys, 
The ſaid Dake of Ireland did aftually Levy and 
© Aſſemble great numbers of Men at Arms, and Ayr- 
@chers, as well of the Counties of Lancaſter, Che- 
© ſhire, and Wales, as of other places of the Reabn, 
©n Warlike manner, to deſtroy and put to death the 
f {aid Lords, who had conſented to the making the 
(ſaid Ordinance, Act of Parliament, and Commiſ- 
© fron, 1n Defence of the King and Realm, 

31. * Item, That having thus rrayterouſly Le- 
© ied Forces, the ſaid Duke marched with them 
(through the midſt of England, and ufurping the 
* Royal Power, did caule the Xings Banner to be 
© Diſplayed before him, contrary to the Eſtate of 
*the King, and of his Crown. In which Afarch 
*the ſaid. Dake and his Accomplices were by the 
*Grace of God diſturbed and prevented from their 
"evil purpoſes. | 

32. * ltem, That the faid Puke of Ireland, by 
the Counſel and Abetment of the reſt of the 
*forenamed Traytors, encroaching to himnte!! the 
* Royal Power, without the uſual Comnmifſion 7 the 
* King, or other ſufficient Warranm, Did nuke 
* himlelf Fuſtice of Cheſter, by Him and his Deps- 
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© tics, to hold there all manner of Pleas of the 
* Crown, and thereupon to give {udoment and A. 
E ward Execution: And allo cauled divers Original 
© and Fudicial Writs, to be ſealed with the Great 
* Seal of the King in that behalf uſed : And there. 
©by compelPd a great part of the People of thoſe 
© Counties to joyn with him, or otherwiſe put 
* ſome of them to grievous and tormenting Death, 
© Impriſoned others, and Seized the Lands of 0- 
© thers, 5c. And all this to make War and deſtroy 
© the ſaid Lords, and other Loyal SubjeRts of the 
* King, and againſt the Defence of the Realm. 

33. © Item, That the ſaid Traytors have cauſed 
© the King to Grant great Retinxes to divers people, 
* and give them Badges and Enſigns otherwile than 
© ever was uſed in the time of any of his Progent- 
© torsz and this with deſign to gain greater power 
© to accompliſh their T reaſoxs. 

34. * Item, Fully to compleat all ſuch their be- 
© fore-mentioned and other Treaſons, and to make 
© the King wholly confide in, and relie upon them 
*and their Councels, they cauſed the Kg to call 
© before him divers 7uſtices and People of the Law 
* that is to ſay, Robert Treſylian, Robert Belknap, 
" Foln Care , Fohn Holt, Roger Fulthorp , William 
" Burgh, fix Juſtices, Fohn Lockton Serjzant at 
* Law, and Fohn Blake : Of whom he did by the 
*contrivance of the {aid Traytors demand, Whether 
© the before-mentioned AF of Parliament and 
* Commiſſicu were made in derogation of his Royalty 
* and Prerogative, or not ? and ſeveral other Que- 
* tions; to which they Anſwered in manner and 
* form before ſet forth, &c, 
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the Prime Del:nquents, as the Duke of Ireland, the 
Archbiſhop of Tork,, and the Earl of Suffolk, were 
fled, and the reit abſconded : The Chief Juſtice 
Treſylian having a;ſguifd himielf , lay hid at an 
Apothecaries Houle near the Gate going into the 
Old Palace at Weſtminſter. But on Wedneſday the 
11th Calends of March, beng diſcovered by his 
Servant, he was taken and brought by the Duke 
of Gloceſter to the Parliament , who immediatel 
Awarded Execution againſt him, fo that he was 
the ſame day drawn from the Tower through the 
midſt of the City of London to 1 ybarn, and there 
hang'd : That 7xdgment having formerly been 
paly'd upon him when ever he could be found 
in the fame Parliament, The very next day 
they met with Sir Nicholas Brember, whom the 
' King had often before preferred to be Mayor of 
London, againſt the will of the Citizens, and who 
had been the occaſion of many Oppreſhons and 
Seditions in that City : It was reported of him, 
that whilſt he was in power, he had cauſed a com- 
mon Hatchet to be made, wherewith to cut off 
the. Heads of all that oppoſed his Exorbitant do- 
ings, and cauſed a Liſt to be made of a vaſt num- 
ber of the Citizens Names whom he deſigned for 
aeſiruttion, of whom he had procured E:ght thow- 
ſand five hundred and upwards, to be already Ind:z- 
ted; But was now before he could bring to paſs 
inch his malicious bloody purpoſe, Himſe!f Be- 
headed with the very ſame Inſtrument. Ihe King in- 
terceding for him with the Parliament, that he 
might not be Hang'd. This Gentleman if he had 
lived wasto have been made Duke of Troy, mean- 
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ing thereby London, which anciently was ſaid tg 
have lometimes been called by that Name. 

Shortly aſter Vske the under Sheriff of London, 
and the bcfore-mentioned fohn Blake the Lawyer, 
were likewiſe drawn from the Tower to Tyburn, 
and there Hang'd and Beheaded, and the Head of 
the {aid Vike placed upon Newrate. 

In the beginning of May, Sir Simon de Burlee was 
Condemned for High Treaſon, but the Ring dil. 
penſing with his Drawing and Hanging, he was Be- 
headed on Tower-Hill. This Perton by his ill Pra- 
&iſes had in few years increas'd his ſmall Parrs- 
mony of 20 Marks, to an Eſtate of above Three 
thouſand Marks per anium, and was grown to that 
exccts of Pride, that at a Chriſtmas he would give 
Liveries to a great number of Knights and Squires 
of the Court, and others, beſtowing therein lome- 
times an hundred and forty, or an hundred and 
fixty , nay ſometimes two hundred and twenty 
Broad Clets, and theſe of great Price; as being 
Embroidered with Gold, and-lome of Scarlet. 

About the ſame time Sir Tolm Beauchamp was 
Condemned to be Drawn, Hang'd , and Quar- 
ter'd, but by the Kings Mercy, he had only. his 
Head fever from his Body on Tower-Hill. The 
lame Puniſhment was inflited on Sir /ok Berneys, 
a Knight belonging to the Court, Concemned for 
7reafon and Sedition;, but Sir Foha Salisbury was 
drawn from the Tower, and Hang'dat T yourn. 

And now the ſndoes are. brought to 7d: ment, 
which inthe beginning of the Par/iamert were 
taken into Cuſtody; wiz. Sir Robert Belknappe, SIf 
Fobn Care, Sir Foha Holte, Sir Roper de Fulthorp, 
vir Witiam de Burgh, and Fobn Lotion Kg 7 at 
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Law, who were all condemn'd, to be Drawn, 
Hang d, and Quarter'd : But by the Mediation of 
the Queen, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury , -and 
other Biſhops, the King by the conſent of the 
Lords, againſt whom they had offended, pardon'd 
the Sentence of Death : But they were Out-law'd 
and Baniſht for ever into Ireland, 1 wo and two to 
be kept jn a place, limited within certain Bounds, 
which they ſhould preſume to go out of, they 
were immediately to be Execated on theer former 
Fudgment. And for their Maintenance were allow- 
ed out of the Kings Exchequer, as follows ; viz. 
To Fulthorp 40 |. per annum, to Birch 40 Marks, 
to Belknappe 30 l. to Holt 40 Marks, and to Care 
and Lodton 2 © 1, per annum a-piece. 

This being done, a General Paraon is paſy'd for 
all Treafons and Seditions whatſoever, and an Oath 

( faith Walſmgham ) exafted not only of all the 
| Inhabitants of the Land, but of the K:ng too, to 
ſtand to the Regulation of the Lords, ( meaning, as 
I conceive, Theſe lo Commiſſion?d and Authorized 
for one years ſpace by King and Parliament as a- 
forelaid:) And then the Parliament broke up in 
the Month of 7uly. 

After Whitſontide the Ear! of Arundel again puts 
to 5ea, and burns, ſinks, and takes Fourſcore French 
Ships; And likewiſe Scizes the Iſles of Ree and 
Oleroon ( the latter famous for the Laws Marzixe, 
there ſaid to be Compos'd and agreed upon ) 
with the City of Roche! and divers other places. 
About the ſame time the Scots entred England as 
tar as New-caſtle, in which young, Peircy, Son of 
the Earl of Northumberland, and for his Valour 
and Fury in Arms, Surnamed Hot-iþar, being 

then 
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then Ingarriſon'd, he with a ſmall Party fought 
with them, and with his own Hand flew W. Dou- 
glaſs their Commander in C hief ; but being ar laſt 
over-power'd by the coming in of the Earl of Dxn- 
bar, was himlelt taken Pr:ſozer, though at the 
fame time he ſet free bis Country ; For he had- firſt 
fo weakned them by the deſtruition of their Men, 
hat they durſt not ſtay longer; but in haſt agd 
Dsſorder retreated into Icotlarnd. 

After Harveſt a Parliament was again held at 
Cambridze, in which many wholſem Laws pats'd ; 
As againſt Beggars, Riding Arm'ad, givins Liveries 
to exceſſive Reiinues : 1 ouching Laboxrers, and 
Apparel \uitable to peoples Ranks : And efpecially, 
That zone ſhould go cut of the Realm to the Pepe to 
procure the Grant of any Benefices in England with- 
out the Kings leave, on penalry of being put out of the 
Kings Protettion. Allo a Tax was granted to the 
King, being a Temh of the Clergy, and a Fifteenth 
of the Laity. 

In the Year 1389, a grievous Diſcord happen'd 
at Oxford between the Welſh and the Northers 
Scholars, wherein ſeveral were flain, and further 
miſchief threatned, but by the Mediation of the 
Duke of Gleceſtcr, the Broil was compoſed, and di- 
versof the Welſhmen diſmiſs'd the Univerſiry. 

In May the King held a Great Council at Weſt- 
n:nfter, and on Holy-Rood. day, being led by the 
Advice of certain Whiſperers, entred tuddenly into 
the Conncil-Chamber, and taking his Seat, Deman- 
ded, How old they teok him to be ? Being anſwered, 
Somewhat upwards of One and twenty years : Then 
( replyed He) 1 am of full Age, and Capable to 
manage wy Inheritance my ſelf , for ſure "tis wijnſt 
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that I ſhould be in a worſe condition than any other in 
my Kingdom, for every Heir after the death of hs 
Anceſtor, comes to his Eſtate, and takes it into his 
own hands at One and tyenty years of age. This the 
Lords perhaps might be unwilling to Grant, but 
more unable and afraid to deny : And therefore 
the King went on with his Speech; 'Tis well 
known, that for many years I bave lived under your 
Twtelage and Governance, and for the pains therein 
Ie thank you ; but now having attained toOur Legal 
Age, We are reſolved to be ns longer in Ward, but to 
take into Our haxds the Government of Our Realm, 
and to appoint ſuch Officers and Miniſters as We think, 
fit, and remove others at Our Pleaſure. 

Accordingly he forthwith commandced the Bi- 
ſhop of York then Lord Chancellor, to Reſign the 
Seal, which being done, the King put it up in his 
Boſom and went away, but ſoon after return'd, 
and gave it to William of Wickham Biſhop of Win- 
sheſfter, making him Lord Chancellor : He likewiſe 
turn'd out the Biſhop of Hertford from the Office 
of Treaſurer, and put in another in his Room, and 
chang'd ſeveral other chief Miniſters of Srate,partly 
to ſhew his Authority, partly to ſatisfie his Diſplea- 
ſure ;, As particularly he ſuſpended his Uncle the 
Duke of Glaceſter, and the Earl of Warwick and 
others from his Privy Council, and admitted others 
in their ſtead, that Humour?d him more, but He- 
mour'd him leſs. The Earl of Arandel likewife was 
removed from the Admiralty of the Sea, where- 
with he had been entruſted by the Parliament, 
and the ſame given to the Earl of Huntington. 

Soon after this, certain Detraors circumvent- 
ing the Xizg, had fo far preyail'd, as to make him 
believe, 
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beticye, That the Duke of Gloceſtcr was contriving 
ſome De/i2ns againſt him: But upon the Duke's 
Examination, the f.z:/hood and alice of thole Re- 
ports did appear; An. the King Blu(ht to conſider 
his own Creduliry againſt ſo near and emment a Re- 
lation; yet though lome of the Spreaders thereef 
were there preſent, when the Duke would have 
queition'd them for the ſame, the King charg'd 
him, as he lov'd bim, not to ſtir turther in the 
Actter. 

This Summer the King being at his Afxmmor of 
Sheen, in 7uly, on a {udden there appeared ſuch 
innumerable Swarms of Gnats, that all the Air was 
garkned with them, who skirmi{ht and fought one 
with another, till the $/4zz fell down in heaps, and 
being fwept together 'with Brooms, amounted to 
the quantity of mary Buſhels-full, and the reſt who 
ſeem'd to come off, and were reckoned about a 
third part of the whole, flew away ; which was 
by many eſteem'd as an il} boding Prodsyy. 

About the fame time the Diſciples of Wickliff (in 
thofe days called Lollards) being very numerous, 
their Presbyters took upon them after the manner 
of Piſhops, to Confer Holy Orders, Aﬀſerting, that 
every Prieſt had as much Power of Binding and 
Loofing, and Adminiſtring other Eccleſtiſtical Fun- 
fF:0ns, as the Pope himſelf either had, or could be. 
tow : And though the relates had notice hereof, 
yet out of zegligenge, or rather fear, they did not 
much concern themfelves to ſupprefs them; fave 
only the ſtout Biſhop of Norwich, who ſwore, That 
if any of that Sec ſhould preſume to Preach in his 
Droceſs, he would either Burn or Behead them. 


In November, the Dake of Lancaſter after three 
years 
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yearsabſence return'd into England from Spain, ha. 


ving matcht his Daughter to the King of Caſtile's 
Son. And the King of England having ſummon'd 
a Conzcil at Reading, the {aid Duke underſtanding 
that his Majeſty had conceived Dyſpleaſure againſt 
divers Great Lord:; to prevent the Miſchiefs that 


- might thereby arife; inimediately after his Arrs- 


val, Poſted thither, by whole good Offices the 
King's Reſentments were diverted, and Matters for 
the preſent pacified; 

In the Year 1390, ( being the 13 year of King 
Richard's Reign; ) On Munday after the Feaſt of 
St. Hillary, a Parliament was called at London, 
wherein amongſt other things it was Enacted, That 
the King ſhould not extend his Pardon to any per- 
fons Convicted of Murder, and a Penalty Awarded 
againſt any that ſhould importune the King there- 
unto5 viz. That if it were a Duke or Archbiſhop, 
he ſhould forfeit to the King 1cc/. If an Earl or 
Biſhop 100 Marks, cc. There was :lfo granted 
to the King 40 s. of every Sack of Woe}, of which 
10s. topo to the Kings preſent occaſions, and the 
other 30s. to be yeſervd in the hands of Comme 
oners appointed by Parliament, Not to be expended 
unleſs neceſſity of War required. About S. Fames- 
tyde, Henry Earl of Derby, eldeſt Son to the Dake 
of Lancaſter, with achoice Company of a thou- 
land Knights and Squires, and their Servants, went 
into Pryſſia, where they {ignalized themlelves by 
teveral brave and valorous Aﬀions, and return'd 
again with Honour in April following. 

In the Year 1391, the French Courted King 
Richard very earneſtly to a Treaty of Peace ; and 
in order thereunto, deſired that there might be an 
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Amicable Interview of the: two Kings near Calice 5 
To which King Richard ſeerind inclinable, and 
that he might appear more ſplendid on ſuch an occa- 
fion, ſent tomoſt of the Abbeys to furniſh him with 
the beſt Horſes they had : Amongſt whom the 
Abbot of S. Albans {ent him One, which (Wal. 
ſmgbam tells us) was worth Four and twenty Marks, 
no ſmall price in thoſe days and yet not content, 
he demanded 50 Marks beſides in Money: Like- 
wile from moſt of the Cities and Boroughs of Eng+ 
land, he got divers conliderable Sums to Equip him 
for this Voyage. 

But about the fame time by order of the King 
and Comwncil , there was a Proclamation 1et forth, 
Requiring all thoſe that kad any Benefices in Eng- 
land, and were then beyond the Seas, as in the 
Roman Court, ( it being a thing not inirequent in 
thoſe days for the Pope to gratife his Favorites 
and Followers with the beſt Preferments; though 
perhaps never in Ezglazd in their lives) immedi- 
ately to repair into England,to live upon ſuch their 
Benefices, and not luck away the Treaſure of the 
Realm, by ecxpending their Revenues in other Na- 
tions, on pain of forferring all their ſaid Berefices, 
'This together with the late Statute of Proviſors 
and Premunire ; And the Overture of a Peace like 
to Advance with the French King, ( who at that 
time joyned with the Antipope, Beneditt the 13th) 
much troubled Pope Boniface the gth : ( For now 
and for near the ſpace of Forty years together, there 
were two Popes in being at once, each Curſing the 
other; and part of Chriſtendom acknowledging 
One, and part his Adverſary.) Therefore the {aid 
Boniface ( whom the Engliſh own'd for their 
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Gheftly Father ) forthwith ſent a TVuncio to King 
Richard, with great Complements to commend 
his Dev0r10n, and that of his Preacccſſors towards 
Ho'y Church, but withal to complain of theſe Inyua- 
70s ( as he was plealed to call them) of the Ec+ 
cleſi;ltical Lib:ri::5s, and tourge him as well to 
Repeal the ſaid Laws, as by no means to make 
Peace with the Frezc/» King, unlels he would dif. 
own and no longer aſhit the Art. Pope, Cc. 

The King received the Nuncio kindly , and 
heard Nis Tale, but for Anlwer put him off to the 
Meeting of the Parlame::, which was 1n Novem- 
ber, and then the Buſmeſs was banded about, and 
though the King and /'uke of Lancaſter ſeem'd 
willing to gratifie the Pope, the Commons would by 
no means conlent that people ſhould go to Rowe to 
Acquire any Benefices in England, only that they 
might not {ſeem too much to flight his Holineſs, 
they yielded that it might be ſuffered, but not 
without the Kings Licenſe, and no longer than till 
the next Parliament. But though they held -their 
Pope to hard Meat, they were not wanting in ex- 
preſſing their kindneſs to their King, giving him a 
Half-Tenth, and an Half-Fifteemh , which they 
offered to make whole Ones, on Condition, the 
King would next Summer make an Expedition a- 
Sainſt the Scots. 

Arno 1392. The Duke of Lancaſter is ſent over 
into France, and moſt magnificently entertain'd 
by the French King : But inſtead of a Peace, 
brought back only a Trace for a year; to the in- 
tent faith Wal/gham, That during that time, the 
Colletted wiſdom ot England might confider whether 
it were more expedient to conclude a final Peace, 
or proſecute the War, About 
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About this time, a certain AMatron in Londsy 
having one onely Danghter, had inſtruſted her to 
Celebrate the Maſs, and built an Altar with all its 
Furniture in a private Room, and there for many 
days caufed her to Accouter herſelf in Prieſtly Hy- 
bit, and Officiate; only when ſhe came to the 
words of the Sacrament, the Proſtrated herlelf, 
and durſt not Conſecrate;, but rifing again, would 
go on with the reſt of the Maſs to the end, her 
Mother helping her and encour Aging ber Devotion. 
But at laſt a Neighborring Goſſip whom ſhe had 
call'd to this private Maſs, dilcovering her Pra- 
Etice, the Biſhop of Lendon heard of it, and being 
much grieved ( as he had reaton, to ſee his Trade 
ulurp'd by the other Sex) callPd her before him; 
and made her ſhew hey Crown ſhaven exatitly like a 
Prieſt, before all the people, and cauled both her 
and her Mother to do Peraxce. 

The Dike of Guelderland; a moſt ative Prince, 
and related to King - R:chard, ſent him a Letter 
full of great Complemezts, (but in one expreſſion 
r00 profane) ſtirring him up to War and Milita- 
ry Actions becoming his Royal Dignity, and par- 
ticularly dehorting him from the deſigned diſho- 
nourable Amity with France : The Tenor whereot 


was as followeth. 
M Agmficent Prince ! Both your Innate Genero- 

ſity, and the prudent Counſels of your Minz- 
ſters will we conceive effettyally provide, that all yout 
Hereditary Rights; whith by your Birth render your 
Royal Majeſty Great and Glorious, may by the 
foreſight of your deep wiſdom be preſerved Inviolable ; 
And that if any unjuſt force dots Inade or offer to 
Pinuniſh 
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D;miniſh them, your Kingly Tnauſtry will valtantly 
defend the ſame woitl the Shield of Muitary Prowefs : 
And {ince we have the Honour to be Related to your 
Royal Perſon by Afjuinty, God tHimlelf cannot hin- 
der, but that we will ever be ready to aſſiſt you in de- 
fending ſuch your Rights with I wo thouſand Laun- 
ces, when and as oft-ſoever as you ſhall be difpoſed to 
engage in aWar : Nor ought you to decline the ſame 
to your prejudice, for any Viords or Promiſes that 
may be made you, from the reſtleſs {ubtilty of the 
French. *Tis certain , moſs Serene Prince, your 
Fame x ſpread throughout the World : Nor 15 it dowb- 
ted, biit for your great plenty of Wool, and innumer a+ 
ble other Commodities ( without which neither the 
Eaſt or South canſubſit ) all Kingdoms daily ſalute 
you with their Trecſures;, ſo that God himſelf has con- 
ferr'd upon you Wealth an hundred-fold more in com- 
pariſon, than on other Kings. Beſides the tried Ve- 
lour of your People, and the ſharpneſs of their Vifto- 
rious Bowes, have ſo far advanced the Fame of your 
Magnanimous Nation, above any of the Weſt, that 
Terror and Dread cannot viit Invade your Adverſa- 
ries; Fox evermore 10 this day, as oft as the Gallant 
Engliſh have forght the French, ſo oft have they car- 
ried Victory with them from the Field. Let not there- 
fore , moſt Potent Priace ! the Heart of the Lion 
ſumber longer againſt Nature in Puſullanimity : But 
moushſafe to apply that matchleſs Strength which Na- 
ture has conferr d upon you, towarlike Attions, in de- 
fence of yozrr Commonwealth , the maintenante of 
your Hereditary Kights, the encreaſe of your Merit, 
and perpetuating the Renown of ſo incomparably Great 
and Mignanimoit a Ifins. 


' Walſmghan 
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Walſingham lays, That this Pr:nce came allo in 
perſon into England, to periwade the Kg againſt 
making Peace cither with the French or Scors, and 
that he was very honourably entertain'd. But it 
leems his motion was not much reguardcd, for 
the time was {pun out in further Traces, and no- 
thins done, 

And now the Citizens of London fall into the 
Kings grievous dilpleature, the Cavules whereof 
are {aid to be Two : lhe firſt, Iheir not only 
Denying to lend the King a Thouſand pounds(which 
he defire«!) themlelves ; but alto affronting a cer- 
tain Lombard, who was willing to accoramodate 
him : and abuſing him ( ſome Authors ſay , they 
beat and halt killd him ) for his forwardreſs. The 
other an «Accident which hapning juſt in the zeck, 
of this; {ecni'd, or perhaps was made a far greater | 
Oftence, than otherwite it need have been re- 
puted. YZ, 

A Baker carrying his Bread along. the Street, 
one ofthe #i/hop of Salisbury's Servants t00k a Loaf 
out of his Basket, which the Baker demanded to 
be rcitored, but the Biſhop's man inſtead thereof 
broke his head; for which Injury the people 
would have ſeized him, but he fled into his Ma- 
{ters houle : I hither the Conſtable came and peace- 
ably dclired he might be ſfurrendred up to Juſtice, 
But the B:Nhop's Servants ſhut the Gates, and made 
reliance. 1 his more exaſperated the . People, 
( who though ſometimes they may: be deceived 
by Finefjes and Craft, are yet generally ſhrews 
Gueſers at Right and Wrong in Matters of Fatt,and 
1ranſuttions of common life ) .infomuch that ma- 
ny threatned to fire their way, and began to ule 

violence. 
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violence. Ot which the Mayor and chief Officers 
having notice, they immediately repaired thi- 
ther, and by their Preſence and Authority, tup- 
preſſed the Multitude and preſerved the Kings 
Peace; 1othat hitherto the harm was but ſmall, 
and all this Combuſtion might calily have been 
quenched and forgor, had not the Biſhop ( whole 
l-governd Servant was the Beginner and Caule 
of all the Broil ) kindled the Fuel afreſh: And 
'tis ſaid, he the rather ſtirr*d in it, out of an old 
grudge which he had againſt the Czr:zens, becauſe 
they were gencrally lookt upon to be Favourers 
of Wickl:ffs Dorine. But whatever the Motive 
was, 4 loud Complaint was made by him and other 
Prelates to the King, afhrming, I hat it upon 
every paltry pretence the Citizens ſhould be fuf« 
ferred thus to Afront the Biſhops without Chaſtiſe- 

eat, they would endanger not only the Dzgnety, 
but the Liberty of the whole Church. The Kinz was 
lo incens'd hereat, ( being prepared by former 
Provocations ) that hz was once retolv'd to have 
raited an Army, and atterly deſtroy'd the City, and 
made ſpoil thezesf. But being pertwaded by more 
moderate Councils, he only ſent for the Mayor and 
two Sheriffs, and Four ard twenty Aldermen; and 
Pour and twenty others of the ableft Cit:zens to his 
Curt then held at Nottizzgham, where the ſaid Tw- 
wulr and divers other Offences were iaid to their 
Charge; As that they had forfeited their Obliga- 
tons formerly given to the King, Cc. They at 
rſt refoly'd to juſtifie their Inrocency, and faith- 
fully engaged to ſtand by one another : Bur it 
{eems there was falſhood in Fellowſhip, and as it of- 


teti happeris in fach Cates, lome timorous per- 
L Z {ons 
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{ons hoping to carry favour, Impeach'd the reſt, who 
again recriminated upon them, and fo all were li- 
able to be undone, and therefore left themlelves 
wholly to the Kings Mercy, who committed the 
Mayor to Windſor Caſtle, and the reſt to ſeveral 
other Places of Confinement, {cizes the Liberties 
of the City into his own hands, and Annuls all 
their Priviledges, Commands tnere ſhould be no 
more any Aajor be choſen, but that he would 
himlelf appoint one who ſhould be called Keeper 
of the City; and accordingly did qualifie one Sir 
E award Dalyneryege , ( other Authors call him 
Balery:ge) with that Litle, who being thought 
too favourable to the Citizens, was quickly remo- 
ved, and Sir Baldwyn Radington a Perion of a 
rougher temper put in his place; And allo the 
Terms and Courts of Faſtice, were removed to 
York. 

In the mean time, the Duh? of Gloceſter and 
others were not wanting to Jztercede with the 
King on behalf of the Lonaoners, of whom the 
Principal, on Sunday next after the Aſſumption of 
9. Mary, waited on him at Windſor, and ſubmit- 
ted to him, Themſelves and their Fertunes : With 
which he ſeemed ſomewhat wel] pacified, and 6n 
the Weareſday following came towards London, be- 
ing met from the City with Four hundred Men on 
Horſe-back,, clad all in ene Livery, an innume- 
rable multitude on foot, a ſolemn Proceſſion of the 
Clergy, and Five hundred Boys in Surplices: The 
Frents of the Houlſcs adorned with Tapeſtry and 
Pictures, the Conduits freely running Wine, Cc. 
Beſides they preſented the King with a Crown of 
Co/4 of great value, and anothcr of the ſame a 
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tal tothe Lucen; together with a Picture of the 
Trinity worth S001. and ſeveral other great Gifts : 
And to they obtained their Pr:w:ledzes reſtored 
and confirmed to them, the Election of a Mayor, 
and all things as before : And having been at all 
this Charge doubted not but to be quiet and tree 
from further Fine or Penalty, But herein they 
were deceived, for notwithſtanding all their 
Preſents, the Kiag yet upon luch ſubmiſſ:on before 
made, demanded and forced them to pay after all 
this, Ten thouſand pounds, or elle they muſt haye 
ventured the Effects of his new Diſpleaſure. 

The Duke of Gleceſter having been furniſht 
with Money to raile an Army, for an Expedition 
into Ireland, ( of which the K:ng had lately cre- 
ated him. Dake :) When his Troops were now juſt 
ready to march, and all things prepared, was on 
aludden without any cauſe Recall'd, and the Voy- 
age Countermanded, to the great Detriment as 
well of Enzland as Ireland : For upon the Report . 
of his Coming, almoſt all the perry Iriſh Kings had 
advited arie with another, and relolyed to ſuvmir 
themſelves to the Engliſh, 

The Year 1393, a Parliament at Wincheſter 
Save the King half a Tenth for the Clergy, and 
halfa Fifteenth for the Latety, towards the Ex. 
pences of the Dukes of Lancaſter and Gloceſter, 
who were going into France, to Treat of a Peace 
between the Two Crowns. The French King lome- 
time before had loſt his Serſes, but was now pret- 
ty well recovered, yeb at this time narrowly ef- 
caped with his life, from the Treachery of the 
Dake his Brother, who over-greedily Aſpired to 
the Crown, For the King and ſeveral other Pew 
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ſons of Quality dancing a Rural Muxk, to make 
themſelves appear more like thole Savages which 
they were to repreſent, had got on ſtrait Gar- 
ments clole to their Bodies, cover'd over with 
Towe, which was fixt on with Roſtz and Prtch to 
make it flick the faſter: Now when they were 
bufte in the midit of their Pance by T orch-lzght, a 
Villaia ſuborrd by the Es clapt a Flawbtay 
amongſt them, as if done b Yy Accident, whereby 
in an inſtant the Tow and other Combu#tibles took 
fire, but a Lady feeing the danger, fnatcht away 
the X17 before the flames ſeiz'd him, whilſt Four 
of the other Magckers, nor ithſtanding all the help 
imaginable was vled, wcre immediately burnt 
to Deatn. 

In Fngland the Lord Tho. Perrey 1s made the 
King 's Steward, and Sir W:ll;am Screop Chamber- 
lain, a Perlon ( faith Our Author ) than whem in 
all Aaxkind, there could not be fonnd one more with: 
ed or eruel, 

The year following, 1394, was chiefly remark. 
able for Funerals; Firſt the Dutch: f: of Lancaſter, 
Daughter to the King of Caſtile, was inatcht a- 

way, then the Counteſs of Derby her Daughter in 
Law, ngxt Onueen Ann her ſelf, whofe Obſequaes 
were magnificently and at vaſt Expenc '&s Celevra- 
ted by the Kias, and foon after died 1Jabel/a 
Dzztcheſs of York : Nor was Deaty only content to 
Triumph over the Ladies, but alſo mowed down 
the Noble Sir Fohbz Herbwood, a Knight whole 
Valour had rendred him Famors in many foreign 
Nations, and no lels deay to his own. 

About Angſt iflued a Proclamation through- 


out England, That all the Ixith ſhould forthwith re- 
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turn home, aud wait the Kings coming thither at 
Lady-Day next following, on pain of dcath. And 
indeed it was hut time to ſend them packing, for 
{uch Multitudes were come over in hopes of gain, 
that they had left the Enzliſh Pale in Ireland, al- 

moſt quite deſolate z So that the natural wild Triſh 
not yet Conquer'd, taking thereby an advantage, 
deſtroyed or pillaged the few Subjeils the Kms of 
England had remaining there at their pleoſure, 

And whereas King Edward the Third, when he 
ſettled his Courts "of Fuſtice, Sc. in that Country, 
received from thence to his Excheqner, Thirty 
thouſand pounds per annum : The tame by reafon of 
the want of [ahabitants, was not only loſt, but on 
the contrary, the King ford to be gut of Pocket 
Thirty thouſand Marks every year jn the necct- 

lary defence of his Territories there} Effeually 
to redreis which, the King in a A about 11- 
chaelmgs, ſaiPd into Trelaid, . Attended with the 
Du the of Glacefter, the Earls of March, Notting- 
ham, Rutland, cc. The Triſh unable to Cope with 
lo great a Force, endeavoured only to weary him 
with' Alarms, Ambuſeades , and Skirmiſhes;, but 
at laſt, divers of their petty Princes were olad to 
ſubmit to King Richard:;, of whom ſome he kept 
as Hoſtages for ſecurity: » Others he dilmift upon 
Parole. And for the better {cttlement of Affairs, 

Aſſembled a Parl:ament for Ireland at Dublin, and 
continued in that. Kingdom, till after Eafter. 

In the mean time, Anno 1395, the Dake of 
York, Guardian of England during the Kings ab- 
ſence, called a Parliament at London, Fight Days 
after Twelfth-tide , unto which was ſent from Ire- 
land the Duke of Glocefter, who ſozealouſly repre- 
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ſented the Kings Neceſſities, by reaſon of the waft 
Expence he had been at in this necefiary and nolets 
Advantagions than Honourable Expedition into Ire- 
land ; that the Clergy were content to preſent his 
Majeſty with a Tenth, and the Commoralty with a 
Fiftcenth: But not without a Proteſtation firſt 

made, That they were not bound to grant the ſame 
De ſtricto jure, but did 7t purely out of their Af. 
fedion to their King. 

The Lo{lards({o calfd,as Triteming lays,from Wal. 
ter Lollarda German, who flouritht about the VYCar 
1315. Or as others think from Lelium, 1ignifying 
Darnel or T axes;For being Followers and Dilciple; 
of Wickeliff, the Clerpy, and eſpecially the Monks 
and Fryars were not wanting to brand them wi ith 
#1 Names, ahd repute: them as tne T ares flown 
by the cvil One in the Field of Gods Church ;) Did 
about this tirge publickly affix on the Doors of 
S. Pauls Church, Accuſations of the Cler gy , char- 
Sing them v; ry lundry Abomic aticns, and alto d1- 
vers Concluſions touching Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, and 
the Sacraments of the Church. "At vhich the B:- 
ſhops were much diſturb'd, and according to their 
uſual Method; inſtead of clearms themlelves, and 
canfuting their Aawverfarics, by Scripture or Rex. 
fon , endeavoured to ſilence them by Cl:b- Law, 
diſpatching away tne Archbiſhop of York, and Bj- 
foop of London, into Ireland to the Kino, Intreat- 
ins him to haſten his Rerxr2, to ſuccour Faith and 
Holy Church, that ywerc both like to be undone 
by the Hereticks, who were contriving how t9 
take aivay the Poſſeſſiors of the whole Church, and 
overthrow all the Canonical Sanftions. Upon this 
News, back comes the eng from Freland , and 


takes 
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takes ſeveral of the Chief Favorrers of the Lol- 
lards to task, threatning moſt terribly if they 
ſhew'd them any Countenance for the future. 
But the Heret:cks were not the only Afflicters of 
the Clergy at this time; But Brrds of their own 
Neſts began to pluck their Feathers too : For Wil- 
liam Archbiſhop of Canterbury, got a Bull from the 
Pope, Impowering him to Levy throughout all the 
D:oceſſes of his Province, Four pence in the Pound 
of all Eccleſiaſtical Goods and Revenues, as well of 
thole Exempt, as not Exempt, and this without 
19 much as pretending any true or lawful Cauſe for 
the ſame. However the Execution of this Buf/ 
being committed unto the Archbiſhop of York , and 
the Biſhop of London, though many of rhe infe. 
riour Clergy grumbled not a little, and complained 
thereof as unreaſonable, yet they were generally 
forced to lubmit unto it. 

Anno Domini 1396, the. Duke of Larncaſicr, to 
whom the X*ng had given the Dutchy of Aquitain, 
and who had been at ##cftimable Charges in thole 
Parts; to "onciliate to himlelf the Aﬀettions of the 
Inhabitants : No ſooner had obtained the lame, 
but he was ſuddenly recalld from thence by the 
Kings Command, To which, though it ſeemed no 
lels bard than unexpetted, the Duke paid a punitual 
Ovedience, and was received if not with Love, yet 
at leaſt with a ſhew of hoxeur by the King ;, from 
whom having obtain'd Licenſe to depart the 
Court, he haſtned to Lincoln, and there to the 
Adamiration of all the World, ( by reaſon of the 
diſparity of their Qualities) was married to Kathe- 
rine Swinford , who for diycrs years before had 
been his Aiſtreſs, 

This 
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This year alſo the Pope wrot to the King, in- 
treating him to alhiſt the Prelates of the Church in 
the Cayſe of God, and of him the {aid Kizs and his 
Kingdom, againſt the Lollards, whom he Geclared 
to be Traytors not only to the Church, but like- 
wiſe to the King; and therefore did moſt carn- 
eftly preſs him, That whomfoever the Biſhops 
ſhould declare to be Heretichs, he would forth- 
with Condemn by his Royal Authority. But it 
ſeems the King was too buſre otherwiſe, to attend 
his Holineſs's Commands, an] do his Prelates drudge- 
ry in butchering of Heretick:;, for he was mal.ing 
mighty Preparations for a Voyage, not of War, 
but of Gallantry into Frazce; where by agree- 
ment, the rwo K:n9s were to have a Pc ſonal « Con- 
ference. 

In order to which, King Richard paſſes over to 
Calice, and the French King came down to Arat, 
between which two Towrs was the place appointed 
for their Interview, and 1M agnificent Tents erected 
for their Entertainment, But firſt they znter- 
changeably took an Oaty, truly and religiouſly to 
obſerve the Secred Laws of Amity at this Con- 
greſs, and that neither by themſelves or any. of 
their Subjetts, Frienas, Allies, or any other to 
their privity , or with their Allowance , there 
ſhould be contrived or prattiſed ary Hoſtility, Sur- 
priſe, Damage, or Diſturbance by the one party to 
the other. And ſor further ſecurity , the Space 
between the two Royal Tents was Guarded on Ci- 
ther ſide, with Knights Armed, -and drawn 
Swords in their hands, For bundred Engliſh on 
the one hand, and Four hundred Frexch on the 


other. 
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The Twenty ſeventh of October the two Kings 
met, Four French Dukes waiting on the King of 
England, and Five Engliſh Noblemen , viz, The 
Dukes of Lancaſter and Gloceſter, and the E arls 
of Derby, Rutland and Northumberland, attending 
the French King. 

Atter an Enterchange of Complements between 
their Majeſties, it was firſt by mutual conſent or- 
der'd, Thata Chappel at both their cqual Charge 
ſhould | in the place of their /nterview, be Erecied, 
which ſhould be called The Chappel of eur Lady of 
Peace : And on Saturday the Feaſt of S. Simon and 
Fude on further I reaty, it was accorded, T hat 
there ſhould be a Ceſſation of Arms between the 
Two Crowns for the term of Thirty years, And 
that King Richard ſhould Eiſpoule Iſabel the 

French Kings Daughter , then not above Ezghe 
years old. On Smnday the two Rings Dined toge- 
ther in Kizg Richard's Tent, and on the Munday 
the Freach King brought thither the young Lady, 
who was entruſted to the Tuition of the Darch- 
efſes of Lancaſter and Gloceſter, and other Enzliſh 
Ladies, who conveyed her with a Glorious Reti- 
nue to Calice; And ſoon after the two Kings in a 
moſt amicable manner took their Leaves of each 
ochee.-:- --- 

Walfingham tells us, That beſides the T reſents 
made by King Fichaval to the French King and his 
Nobles, amounting to the value of Ten thouſand 
Marks and upwards, he ſpent in this Amorous 
Voyage above Three his ared thouſand Marks. And 
Truſſel relates , That the Duke of Glocefſter was 
not a little offended both with the March and the 
Truce, alledging , That it was more meet to be in 

Arms, 
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feriowr to the Engliſh mn Conrave, dia ever over- 
reach them in ( Craft, aud bei: 'g 100 Wea! * for Wt, 
did oft times prevail and yet - Jdv.ant ages by Treaties 
of Peace. | hat the Frene » Lady ( beins but a 
Child) was a very unfit 172!1c) for King Richard, 
as well by reaſon of the D: /p rity of their Years, 
as for that he had no Iffue by his f:rſ# Wife, and 
was not like to have any by Thzs, unlels perhaps 
in his old Ave. But thete Aronments not prevail- 
ing, the Londoners however took the Conhdence 
to Petition the Ring , That teeing there was Peace 
with Fraxce, he woul | Releaſe them -f the Su»ſtoy, 
granted in the lf? Purliamezt it, tow ards maintain- 
ing the Wars againſt that Crown, This St be- 
ing by them to importunately followed , as 
much perplexed the -King, until at length the 
Dake of Lancaſter aſſured them, That the Procu- 
ring this Peace, had ipent and loſt the King Three 
Dundred thouſand pounds , wherewith they Were 
pacified , though tis probable not very well 
pleated. 

The Ky being returned lafe into Enolond with 
his Baby- Bribe, though not without the |; 1s of his 
Tents, an'l a great part of his rich Farniture caſt 
away by a Tempeſt in crolling the Chanel : The 
Earl of S. Paul was loon aiter lent by the French 
Kins to Coraplement the young Queen, who ”: 
ving underſtood how earneſtly Gloceſier had i 
veigh'd againſt this French Mie, was ( *tts 
ſaid) an eminent Inſtrument in contrivins and oc- 
caſtoning the deſtruttion of that Dube; . Adviſing the 
King , that he was too dangerous 4 ' Subject to be 
ſufferr'd , and that it concern'd His 2duje, fy both 

in 
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in He-10:r to revenge the Diſoraces which he had 
by him formeriy received, and in 7 o!1Cy to pre- 
vent the Dangers which he had cauſe to fear. 
Hercupon the King grows jealous of the Dake, 
and as that Paſſion 18 reſtleſs, and apt to be fed with 
the ſlighteſt Imagizations, lo he began to pry more 
narrowly into his Deporrmeat, watch his Words, 
and interpret both Them and his Actions to the 
worſt, framing to himſelf many vain Apprehen- 
ſrons and needlets Diſq, mers, 

To which another Accident not a little contri- 
buted ; viz. The King having been paid the Mo- 
ney lent the Duke of Britain upon Breſt, Re- 
delivered the T owr,and thereupon the Frglih Sob- 
diers that were there in Garrilon,were ſent home z 
who at a Feaft which the Kyg kept at Weſtmin- 
fter, coming in great Numbers "into the Hall : As 
loon as the Ken had Dined, the Duke of Glocefter 
askt him, If be obſerved thoſ men that ſtood in ſuch 
Troops in the Hall ? Tes,marry ({aid the Rings) Who 
were they? They ,were (lad the Duke ) Yhoſe 
Sorlaters, who by your Jurrer dering up of Breſt, are 
ſent home, and miſt now enther fteal, or ſtarve. 'And 
lo went on to tax the King of an wmadviſed Deed, 
with words much more unadviſed : Infomuch that 
the Xing in great anger replyed, — Why, Uncle { 
Do you think we cithir « Merchant, or a Fool, 1o ſell 
my Lands ? By S. John Baptiſt , No; But could 
T refuſe to render the Town, when 1 was awed the 
Money lent upon it ? And certainly it fhews either. 
oreat weabneſs in the Puke, if Breſt were but a 
Mortgaze, and he did not know it; or much Ine 
juſtice if knowing it, he would yet have had the 
King to detain it ogzinf manifeſt Equity. lows 
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this and the before-mentioned Provocations, there 
was kindled inthe K7tluch a Diſpleaſure againſt 
the Due, as could never afterwards be quench'd 
but by his Bl/-2od. And ficſt he would often com- 
plain to the Dukes of Lancaſter and York, of the 
Duke of Glocejters perverlenels in Actions and 
croſneſs in Speech, who endeavoured to excule 
him, and paciftie Hs Ayeſty; alledging , That 
their Brother indecd was more wvehement, than the 
cold commend, but they durſt aſſure Hi Majeſty, 
That his Heart was dutiful and faithful z and that 
ſuch his vehemency proceeded from a zealoms regard 
leſt His Majeſty and his Kingdom ſhould ſuffer ei- 
ther in Honour or Revenue, and therefore Hu Ma- 
jeſty had no cauſe either to fear, or be offended with 
him. The King herewith {cem'd to be ſatisfied, 

but however the ſaid two Dukes not knowing 
how far they might be involy” d in that Diſplea- 
ture, which they till perceived he retain'd againſt 
thcir Brother, thought fit for avoiding the worſt, 
to retire from Court, thereby S1ving the Duke of 
Gloceſier's Enemic?: the greater Opportunities to 
incente the Kin? againſt him. Nor was it long 

before this black ſwelling Cloud of Royal I: diona- 
£01, burlt forth into attual Thunder. But firſt, 

In the Year 12 397, a Parliament being {ummon'd 
at London, the Duke of Lancaſter cauled the Iſſue 
he had before Marriage begot on Katherine Swyn- 
ford to He teenie and at the ſame time was 
granted to the King half a Tenth by the Clergy. 
Soon after which King Richard, contrary to the 

Oath he had for merly taken, recalld the fadges frem 
Ireland, whom by ht; conſert, the Nobles in the 0- 


ther Parliament had for their Denerits bant fr. 
Bt 
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And certain idle Reports being ſpread, That He 
was, or was like to be choſen Emperour : The Kin 
thereupon began to take upon him a greater Porx 
and Magmficeice than ever before: To maintain 
which, he flecced the Common People, and bor- 
rowed almoſt of every body great Sums of Mg- 
ney; So that there was no Prelare, City, or Ci- 
tizen of Eſtate in the whole Kzdom, but faraiſhe 
the King out of their Stock. 

And now the Dake of Glocefter being retired 
to his Houle at Plaſbey in Eſſex, the King with the 
Earl of Noettmgham Lord Marſhal, and the Earl of 
Huntington,one day on a {udden rode thitherwards, 
but lett the Earl Marſhal with a fſeleQed Troop 
in Ambuſcade in the Foreſt, whilſt the King and 
his Retznue rode directly to the Dake's Houſe, who 
withal dutiful re{pet, and heartily welcom, re- 
ceives and entertains them: Which Treat being 
over, the King delires the Dake to accompany 
him towards Loxdon, who with a very {mall Com- 
pany waited on him accordingly ; But being come 
into the Foreſt ena ſudden the King clapt Spurs 
to his Horle, and the Duke was ſtopt by the Earl 
Marſhal, and by wiolence hurried to the T hames, 
there blindfolded, and againſt his will [hipr, and 
carried to Calice, ( then an Eneliſh Gariſon) where 
he was kept clote Pritoner till aiterwards priyate- 
ly put to death. 

The next day the Kin” invites the Earl of War- 
wick to Dinner, and ſhew'd him very good Coun- 
tenance, but upon his Return cavled him to be 
Arrefted and {ent to Prilon. At the {ame time the 
Earl of Arundel was apprehended, and the Lord 
Cobham, and vir Fob» Cheney {ent to the Tower. 

Theſe 
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Thele ſtrange Proceedings Alarm'd the whole 
Nation, theretore to quiet the People, a Procl4. 
mation 1s iflued, fettins forth that thele Noble. 
men were feizdnot for : any of their oldOffences, 
but for new Crimes which ſhould be diſcover'd, 
and fairly proceeded againſt in the next Parliament. 
Accordingly toon after He cauſed them to be 1: 
dicted , ſuborning ( faith Walſingham ) Appealors 
to accuſe them in Parl:ament at Nottingham, w1%, 
The Earl of Rutland, the Earl Marſhal, the Earl 
of Kent, G'c. In the mean time the i; ine Araws 
out a great power of Armed-men, [. Multos Ma- 
lefaitores, our Anthor calls them] from Cheſhire 
and Wales, whom he kept about him as a Guard 

{or his Perſon. 

About the Octaves of the Feaſt of the Virgin 
Maries Nativity, a Parliament began at Lozdon, 
whereof one Sir Fob Buſhy was Speaker, and Sir 
William Bagot, and Sir Henry Greer, chief Stick- 
lers , Perlons of whom the Hiſtorians give this 
Character, That they were Proud, Tonorant, Co- 
Hetons, and withal Ambitions : To which might 
be added, that they were -moſt notable Flatterers 
coo, if it be true that Buſhy in all his Speeches did 
not attribute to the King, Tiles of Hononr due 
or accuſtomed ; but ſuch as were fitter for the 

Mzjefty of Almighty God , than for any earthly 
Prince. By the Importunity of theſe men and 
others, all the Charters of Pardon formerly granted 
by the K:ng, were called into queſtion ; the 
King proteſting they were drawn from him 4- 
gainſt his Conſent : The Clergy firſt gave their O- 
pinion, but ſomewhat ſparingly , That they 
thought then they might bc revocable, and the 

Temporal 
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Temporal Lords (ſhewed themlelves of the ſame 
opinion, but the ZFudges and Lawyers oppoled*it; 
How it was carried according to rhe King's Incli- 
nation, and all the ſaid Pardons vacated and 
annulPd, 

Having thus remov'd all Obſtacles, they next 
fall roundly to work, only the Prelates pretend- 
ing a Scrupulolity, that they might not be preſent 
at Zudgments of Blood, chole Sir Henry Peiycy 
their Procurator, and departed the Houle. Firſt, 
Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury was acculed for 
executing the Commiſſion againſt Michael de Pole, 
for which his T emporalaties were {eiz'd, his Lands 
and Goods forfeited, and he himſelf adjudged to 
perpetual Baniſhment, and to depart the Realm 
within {fix Weeks. In whole place the King cau- 
{ed to be preferred his Treaturer Roger 'de Walden, 
who, becauſe ( ſaith our Author ) he preſum'd 
to aſcend to the Bed of his livins Father ;, ( that is; 
to take the Archb:ſhoprick whilſt the taid Thomas 
lurviv'd ) was two years afterwards turn'd out 
by the Authority of the Pope. Sir R. Baker tells 
us, That when this Archbiſhop was firſt acculed of. 
Treaſon, he offered to make his Defence , but 
dir Fohn Buſhy belought the King, That he might 
not be adnutted to Anjwer, leſt by bis great Wit and 
Cunning , he might lead men away to believe him. 
Ifall their Proceedings were like this, we may 
ealily gucls at the Fuſtice of the reſt. 

In the next place, They proceeded to 7udg- 
ment againſt the Earl of Arundel, who in vain 


| pleaded the Benefit of bis Pardon, for he was not- 


withſtanding ſentenc'd to be Drawn, Hang'd and 
Lartered, which was mitigated by the King in- 
M to 
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to the favour of Beheading. The Earl when called 
to Anſwer, Condemn'd, and at his Death be- 
trayed not the leaſt ſymptoms either of Guilt or 
Fear ; But oblerving the Earls of Nottinoham and 
Kent, ( of whom the firſt was his Son-in- law, the 
{ſecond his Nephew) to be very bulic at his Exe- 
cution: He calmly ſaid to them, -—- Truly it 
might have beſeemed you at leaſt rather to have ho 
abſent : , but the time will come ere-long, that as ma- 
ny ſhall marvel at your Mrsfortune, as they do now 
at mine. This Earl was wonderfully belov'd by 
the Commozrs ;, and Walſmngham affirms, That the 
King was afterwards haunted with an Imagination 
of his Ghoſt, not being able to cloſe his Eyes, but 
ſtrait he fancied Arundel Rood before him: And 
the more to diſturb him, a Afrracle was reported, 
That his Head of it ſelf was grown to his Boay : 
Which was aſſerted with ſo much Confidence, that 
the King cauie&his Tomb to be opened, to dif- 
prove the Fi##ion;, and underſtanding that till 
the People went on Plprimage thither as to the 
Shrine of a Saint, or Te: s cauſed the Augn- 
ftan Fryars in London, -mongſt whom he was b#- 
ried, to take down his Scatcheons, and abſcond 
his Grave, by laying a mew Pavement over It. 

The Lord Thomas Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, 
upon his Arraimgment, did not carry himfelf with 
{o much Courage and Gallanty Y, but confelsd with 
Tears he had been a Traytor in joyning with the 
Duke of Gloceſter , and other Lords formerly 
acting againſt the Kings pleaſure : Therefore 
though condemned to Die , the Kino remitted 
that Puniſhment, and only ordered him to per: 
petual /mpriſeument in the Ile of Man, The' Lord 

Cobham 
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Cobham was allo bamſht, though there was no new 
Matter againſt him : But only that he had been 
appointed by Parlamezr, to be one of the Com- 
miſſroners of Inſpeti:on beiore mentioned, in the 
tenth year of his Reign. 

As for the Duke of Gloce/ter, having ſo great 
an Intereſt in the Afettions of the People,it was not 
thought fafe to bring him to a publick_Tryal, but 
concluded with more Policy than Fuſtice, to 
put him to death ſecrerly, without cither Convi- 
ton or Examimatics: And therefore being a 
cloſe Priſoner as aforeſaid at Calice, he was by cer- 
tain Ruffians ordered thereunto by Nottingham 
Earl Marſhal, tuddenly one Night ſtrangled or 
ſtifled ro death between two Feather Beas. | hus fell 
this Great, and ( for oughtwe find in Writers of 
thoſe times) Good Priace, the Son of One , and 
Uncle of another King, and to beloved of the Pec- 
ple, that with him ( laith Walſingham) the gencral 
Hope and Comfort of the Conimonalty of the Land 

xpired, | 

And now the King cauled the Parlizment to be 
Adjourn'd till after Chriſimas, and then to Sit a- 
gain at Shrewsbury. 

Where in the beginning of the Year 1399, 
they met accordingly ; and the Kin by the Inte- 
reſt he had made amongſt them, cauſed not only 
all the Proceedings of the Parliament in the Tenth 
Year of his Reign, to be Condemned and Annulled: 
Butalſo obtained a Conceſſion from them, That at- 
ter the preſent Parliament (ſhould break up, [ts 
whole Power ſbould yet be Conferred upon and re- 
M413 1% Certain Perſons by then particularly named, 
or any Seven or E ight of them, Wh 0 by pay gl 
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ſuch Power granted, did afterwards proceed to 
Atet axd Determine many things concerning the 
Publich S*1te of the Nation, and properly the Work, 
of « Parliament, to the great prejudice of the 
Realm. 

And to fix himſelf more firm with Friends, or 
ITiinftcate his Tr4#mphs over thoſe he thought 
his #memies; Ihe King about this time was moſt 
liberal in Conferriag of Honours, Creating no 
leſs than Five »cw Dukes, of whom one was the 
Earl of Derby, made Duke of Hereford ;, and an- 
ether the Earl of Nottingham, ( probably for his 
g00d Service indifpatching the Duke of Glyceſter ) 
raiſed to the Title of Duke of Norfolk, One 
Dutcheſs, One Marqueſs, and Four Earls: A- 
mongſt whom he made a Diſtrivution of a great 
part of the Lands of the Duke of Gloceſter, and of 
the Earls of Aruadeland Warwick; imagining by 
this double Bounty of Honour and Eſtate to ſupport 
zt, to have tyed them with a double Obligation of 
Daty and Afettion: Not conſidering that-hired 
Fricnds tor the moſt part are ſeldom either ſatisfied 
or ſzre;, but rather like ſome Ravens that Natu- 
raliſts tell of in Arabia, which being full-gorg'd, 
have very ſweet twneable Notes ; but empry, {criech 
mot horribly. 

Furthermore, to gratifie the Cheſh;ire-men, who 
had chiefly aſſiſted him and his late Faveurztes, he 
qualihed that County with the Vame and Dioniy 
ofa Principality, and added to the reſt of his own 
Titles, that of Prince of C heſter. 

A General Pardon was allo granted for all Of- 
fences to all the Kings Subjetts, but cloggd with 
2 ſtrange Clauſe of E xception, excmpting ws 

Perſons 
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Perſons in number, from the Benefit thereof, whole 
Names were not expreſſed, but left to the Kings 
own knowledge and pleaſure; to the end, that if 
any of the Nobility ſhould happen any way to 
diſpleaſe, he might nominate him or them to be 
of the Number excepted, and 1o ſtill keep thern 
within his danger. By which Reſervation the Ge- 
neral Pardon became no Pardon at all, fince no 
man in England could aflure himſelf that he was 
included in it. 

Laſtly, To Corroborate and add the greater eſteem 
to the Acts and Proceedings of this Parliament, 
King Richard purchated the Popes Bulls contain- 
ing grievous Cenlures and Cxrſes on all that ſhould 
prefume to break or oppole them : Which were 
{olemnly publiſhed at Paxls Croſs, and other Pla- 
ces throughout England. 

All things ſucceeding thus fuitable to the Kings 
pleaſure ; the Heads of the Party that oppoſed his 
Will, having loſt their Heads : the Vobles afraid, 
and the Commons unable to exprels their Reſexr- 
ments, any otherwite than in S$zghs, or whaiper 4 
Murmurs and Complains : His Officers of State, 
His Laws, nay His very Parlamert, all mole 11d 
to His Deſigns, He could not but ting &: quiems to 
His Soul, and look upon himſelf*'in a Condition 

altogether happy and ſecure. When yet to ſhew 
that there is ſill an over- -ruling Providejrce that can 
blaſt all Projets, though never 1o jubrlely laid, if 
not founded on Equity , and carried on with 7- 
fiice: A Monarch Paramount, who confounacth 
the Counſels of Priiices, and ts Frral vle to the Kings 
of the Earth; when once they become difobedient 


unto, and forgetful of him : Behold on a ſudden, 
NM 3 all 
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all his Affairs by unexpeted Means and unlikely 
Inſtruments, are embroiPd more than ever, and 
this great Prince leit {o deſtitute of Power , Or 
Friends, as to be forced without ſtriking one 
ſtroke, to ſurrender his Crown; and ( which was 
yet more grievous to a Generous Mind ) acknow- 
ledge Himielf both u7worthy and wxfit to wear it 
any longer. 

This wonderful Cataſtrophe has ſince been 
thought to have been fore-ſhewn by ſome prodi- 
giors Tokens, that happened about this time : As 
that in this Year 13 398, . when almoſt throughout 
all Ezglard, all the Bay-trees withered, and after- 
wards beyond all expectation, grew green again. 
And another perhaps, more remarkable on New- 
Years Day following, When a very deep River 
running between the /:Ullages of Suelleſton and 
Harewod near Bedford, on a tudden ſtopt its Courſe, 
and divided it lelf, fo as that for rhree Miles lpace 
tne Channel remain'd dry. 

But waving ſuch zzcertain Preſages, if we con- 
{ider the ſeveral Steps that led to this &rand Meu- 
zation ; The firſt both in order of Time and Influ- 
ence, may be reckon'd that of the Banifhmer of 
the-Duke of Hereford, Son of the Dube of Lam 
caſtcr : I his was occaſioned by means of a are 
rel between Him and 1Zew ah a Duke of NWerfilk, 
but what the groznds were of that © warrel, 1s 
lomewhat differently reported by Auil hors , for 
though all agree, *twas about cc tai ords ſpcken 
0 the Kings diſhenour , yet of what -atzre thole 
words were, is not {o IRy rclated. But the 
beſt, that 1s, moſt probable accent thereof, that | 
can meet with, is as follows. = 

I ke 
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The Duke of Hereford, either diſdaining the. 
nndeſerved Favours and Advancement of ſome Per- 
ſons about the King, or diſl:king that his Sove- 
reign ſhould be abuſed » and his Country oppreſf 
by uch lt Inſtruments ; or perhaps to ſhew his 
own 5hyll and ſufficiency in the Art of Government, 
happened one eay in familiar Conference with the 
Dike of Norfol; to complain, that the King too 
much undervalued the Prixces of the Blood, and 
much diſcouraged the reſt of the Arciext Nobi- 
lity from interm-ddling in Pablick, Afairs: I hat 
inſtead of u'ing their able Advice and Service, He 
was Engrofled by a few: zpſtart Favourites of baſe 
Birth, and baſer ©nalities; having no ſuffici- 

ncy either for Connſel in Peace, or Conrage in War : 
And whoſe diſhoneſt Conditions had deſervedly 
contracted the Odinm and Contempt of the whole 
| Realm; whereby the Honour of the Kings Perſon 
was much obſcured, the ſafery of his Eſtate endan- 
ger 'd, and the Dignity of the Engliſh Nation not 

a little impaired : And that it was high time, that. 
the King ſhould provide fome Redreſs herein. 
And all this he proteſted he mention'd not out of a 
Picque to any particular perlon, but out of Com- 
paſlion-for lo »ublick Grievance, and zealow Duty 
to his Soveraion. And therefore defired the ſaid 
Duke, that he being one of the Kings Cabinet- 
Counſel, would be pleas% d to difcover unto His 
Majeſty, theſe Encymitics and Danoeers, that by 
removing the One, he might happily prevent the 
Os 

Fo theſe, or ſome ſuch Diſcourſes, the Duke of 
orfolk ſeemed much to adhere, aſſuring Here- 

ord that in thele Apprebenſi 075 he had but Copied 

| \ 
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his own Th, and ſeemed not only to ap- 
prove of what he laid, but promiſed to improve 
his Intereſt towards a Regulation of the Matters 
Complained of. And perhaps had the words been 
afterwards by him but as faithfully rekted , and 
by the King as candzdly taken, as they were freely 
and 7moeently intended , many 45/chiefs might 
have been avoided. But on the contrary , they 
were maliciouſly wiſ-recxred , and much miſ-con- 
ftrued : For the Dake of Norfolk had formerly 
ſided with the Lords,yet it ſcems Preferment had 
taken him off, and he was now become wholly ad- 
dicted to Lous the Kings: And therefore to 
{crue himielf yet further into favour, acquaints 
him with theſe Complaints of the Duke of Here- 
ford, but fo exaggerated, and intermixt with re- 
fletive Additions, that the King was highly in- 
cenled, and calling Hereford betore him, charged 
him therewith, who denying a great part thereof, 
and Norfolk as ſtoutly aſſerting it, the former chal- 
lenged the latter to the Combare, who readily aC- 
ceptcd thereof, which at laſt the King allows, al- 
ſigning Coventry the place, and Auguſt following 
for the r1me of deciſion. 

And though it be not much materzal to our Hiſto- 
7V, yet to Sratity the vulgar Readers Curiolity, 
it will perha aps be no unwelcome digreſſion,to relate 
the Formality of the intended Duel, between theie 
two Puiſſant Pecrs. On the day therefore appoin- 
ted, each of them attended with a ſplendid and 
numerous 7erz7ze, appears : The Duke of Albe- 
marte was pro Tempore, made High Conſtable ;, and 
the Duke of Surry, High Marſha! : who came to 
the Liſts Honourably *attended with Rich Leve- 
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ries, ſuitable to their greatneſs, each of their 
Servants carrying T pſtaves for clearing the Field. 
Where, firſt the Duke of Hereford as Challenger, 
mounted on a White Courler, in Capariſons of 
Green and Blew Velvet, Embroidered thick with 
Swans and Antelopes, armed Cap-a-pe, with his 
Sword drawn, approached the Liſts: of whom the 
Marſhal demanding who he was | received this An- 
ſwer,—1 am Henry of Lancaſtcr, Duke of Hereford, 
that am come hither to do my Devoir, againſt Thomas 
Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk : 4s a falſe Traytor to 
Ged, the King, the Realm, and me, And then taking 
his Oath, that his Quarrel was !7ue and juſt : defi- 
red liberty to enter the Liſts, which being gran- 
ted, he put up his Sword , pulPd down his Beaver, 
fign'd himſelf on the Fore-head with the Croſs, 
took his Spear, and paſſing the Barriers, diſmount- 
ed, and fate down in a Chair of Green Velver, pla- 
ced ina Travers of Green and Blew Velvet, at one 
end of the Liſts, 

Then King R:ichard enters the Field with great 
Pomp, accompained with the Earl of S. Paul, who 
came out of Frarce, on purpole ty be a Spectator of 
the Combat, and attendeco with moſt of the 1Vo- 
bleſs of England, and a Guard of Ten Thouland 
men in Arms, to prevent any tu{'cen Tumults, or 
diforders His Majeſty being leated in a Chair of 
State : one of the Kings at Arms made Yroclamae. 
tion, That none but ſuch as were appoiiited to Mare 
fall the Field, ſhould tonch any part of the Liſts, up- 
pain of Death, Which enced, another Herald 
crycth, — Bebold, here Henry of Lancaſter, Duke 
of Hereford Appetant, who 1 cared into the Royal 
Liſts, to do his devoir azainſs Thomas Mowbray, 

Ditke 
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and Recreant, 

[Immediately upon this, appear'd the Duke of 
Norfolk, bravely mounted, his Horſe barbed with 
Crimſon-Felvet, embroidered with Liozs of Silver, 
and Mulberry Trees proper, and having taken a like 
Oath before the Conſtable and M: rthal, that his 
Quarrel was K:ht ard Fuſt, entred the Field; 
crying aloud , God ayd the Right ;, and then light- 
ed from his Horle, pl ing hin; {elt in » Chair of 
Crimſon Velvet oppoſite to H-:c/6:d, at the o- 
ther cnd of the Lifts, the Marih.! viewes rheir 
Spears, to lee that they were 0f equal lengih, and 
carried the One Cage to [hc 1i2uke of Hereſord, 
and ſcent the other by a Knight, ro the Duke of 
Norfolk, | his ob {Rn A A was made, !0 
mount. and addreſs themſelves tothe Cembt. Upon 
which the Dukes inſtantly mount their Horſes, 
cloſed their Beavers, caſting their Spears into their 
Reſt, when tic Trumpers founded, anc the Dul;e ct 
Hereford piit his Horte forward, but before Vor- 
folk ſtirred, the King caſt down his Warder, and 
the Heralds cryed, ſffxy! ſtay! Then the King 
Caui ing their * YPCears to be taken from them, t tney 
returned to their Chairs, whilſt he retired to Cum 
cil, todebate what was fit to be done in to weighty 
a caule : where atter two Hours debate, their doom 
was agreed upon without fighting, and one Sir 
Fohn Bouray, by the Rings Com wand, after filence 
proclaim'd, read their Sentence, which was thus: 
That foraſmuch as the Dukes Appellant, and De- 
fendant , had honourably appeared in the Lift 
Royal, and were not only ready, but forward to 


entertain the Combat , therefore it being an At- 
fall 
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fair of great conſequence, for avoiding the Ef/ſioir 
of Chriſtzan Blood , the King by the advice of his 
Council had decreed : That Henry Duke of Here- 
ford, ſhould within 15 days depart the Realm, not 
to return within the ipace of Tex Years, on pain of 
Death: without the Kings ſpecial Licenſe; and 
after a Second Proclamation, {entence of Baniſh 

ment was alto read againſt the Duke ot Nerſolk, 
but with theſe {everalaggravations. Firſt, that the 
lame was for Life ; Secondly, that the Carſe there- 
of was expreſſed to be, for having attered, Sediti- 
ous words whereof he could not produce any proof ; 
And Thirdly, it was added as part of his further 
puniſhment , That the King ſhould recerve the Re- 
vennes of his Lands untill he were ſatisfied, all fuch 
{umms of Money, as the {aid Duke had taken out 
of the Kings Cofters, on pretence of paying the 
Garrifon of Callice. 

And further it was proclaimed, That no pcr- 
{on from thenceforth ſhould preſunic to Petition, or 
Intercede with the King, in the bckalf of cithcr of 
theſe Dukes, to alter this ſentence, on pain of his 
Majeſtics high diſpleaſure : which being to cecla- 
red, the King called them both bcfore him, and 
took of them a Solemn Oath , That they {houls 
never Converſe together beyond tie Seas, nol 
willingly come into each other's Company. 

The Duke of Norfolk toon atter , in great grief 
and trouble of mind, departed 1to' Germany ang, 
from thence to Venice, where in a ſhort time he 
dicd with ſorrow, leaving this cautionary Lefſon 
toall Courtiers , That ercataeſs abuſed oy whiſpe- 
rins untruths, draweith, if diſcovered , certainty of 
deſtruction. And oblervable it is, that his Baniſh- 
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ment was pronounced on the very day Twelve 
Month, on which the Duke of Gloceſter, had by his 
order been Murdered at Calice, to juſt is the Divine 
Nemeſis : not only in revenging ill aQions, but 
cauſing the puniſhment to be attended with ſuch 
circumſtances as may make the world take notice 
of it. 

The Duke of Hereford took his leave of the 
King, at Eltham, behaving himlelt to refpetifully, 
that his Majeſty WS there plcaled to declare, he 
would abate 4 Tears of his Exileinent : yet could 
not that pacily the Murmurs of the people, who 
could not be perilwaded ; that there was any caule 
for his being Baniſht at all. Exclaimins that it was 
againſt the Law of Arms, the cultome of the 
Realm, and all Juſtice; that he thould be Exil'd, 
who had fo Honourably offered to maintain his Ap- 
peal according to the Law of the Field. He di- 
rected his courle from Eneland tot Paris, where 
he was nodly receive by the French King, and 
found fuch favour in that Court : Thathe was of- 
fered in Marriage, the only Join shter of the Diike 
of Berry; the laid Kings Uncle. ut Kins Ri 
chard having notice thereof, uled means tov to; ) the 
proſecution of that Treaty. 

He had not been gone many Months , but his 
Father, the Duke of Lancafter, pays Nature her 
Debt ; his Death perhaps being hafloned by thole 
Impreſſions of grief, which this difgrace of his Son 
might occaſion on his Spirits. The Charadter St- 
ven this Duke by Hiſtorians, ſpeaks him a Man 
well adviſed and wary, an approver of taie Coun- 
cils with reaton, rather than Fortunate Exploits 
with hazzard: One that was neither negligent, nar 

ambitiouſly 
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ambitiouſly tender of Glory, and therefore de- 
ported himlelt trow:rds the King his Nephew, in 
terins honourable and re{pective enough for a mo. 
derate Prince, and yet not to plauſible as an uncol- 
leaed greatnels, and the depravity of the Court 
might deſire, whereby little happened unto him 
Extraordinary : either in Prejudice: or Prefer- 
ment. 

By his Death, the Dutchy of Lancafter, did 
lincally deſcend to his Eldeit Son, the taid Duke 
of Hereford, But (as the Nature of Man is very 
Prone to hate thoſe whom he hath injured) the 
King forthwith {cizes all the Lands and Goods of 
the deſceaſed Duke, endeavovurcd to perpetuate the 
Baniſhment of the Young Duke, and revoked the 
Letters Patent he had granted and conlented unto, 
for enabling the ſaid Dukes Attornies to fue out 
his Ouſter Le Main and Livery of thole Lands, 
which during his exile, ſhould deſcend to him, his 
Homage being formerly concluded upon to be Re- 
lpited at a realonable Fine. And all this without 
any Crime alleadged (that we can hear of) againſt 
the Father, whereby he ſhould have forfeited his 
Eſtate: or new Provocation given by the Son, 
whereby a Colour might ariſe for his being depri. 
ved of it. | 

This ſeverity could not but Enrage the Duke, 
who was already 1urliciently dilcontented at his 
Baniſhment,. nor were the People {paring to Ex- 
claim (where they durſt) againſt theſe proceedings 
as unjuſt, and thence to contract, firſt, a Pity, 
and afterwards an high eſtcem for this ExiPd No- 
ble-man, who though not the Immediate Heir pre- 
lumprive to the Crown, (for Edmund Mortimer, 
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Earl of Arch, was therein before him, the Right 
having by Parliament (the common Arbitrator in 
that caſe in thoſe daies,) heen formerly declared 
to be in his Father, as being Son of Phi/lipa, the 
daughter of Lz!onel, the Third Son of King E4. 
ward the Third, whereas, the late Duke of Lanca. 
fer, was but the Fourth Son of that King.) Yet 
being ſo near it, and thus exalperated , they 
thought he might ſtep over that Obſtacle. $7 jus 
violandum Ren! causa wioelandum eſt. They knew 
him to be an active Prince, and of great Courage ; 
and therefore generally fixt their Eyes on him, as 
the man that muſt be their deliverer from thoſe 
grievances and preffures, under which they lay 
Saſping. And indeed their condition could not 
but be very unealy, for the King having got rid of 
two of his Uncles, viz. Gloceſter and Lancaſter, 
(one murdered, the other naturally deceafed) and 
the Third, which was Tork, either in diſdain for 
the Indignity offered to his Nephew Hereford, or 
in diſtruſt of his own {afety, being retir?d with his 
Son, the Duke of Albemarle,to his Houle at Lare- 
ley, look't upon himtelt as abſolutely Hors de Page, 
free from any Controul, with which their unwel- 
come gravity was wont lometimes to check his irre- 
Sular Appetite; and therefore now took a greater 
Liberty than before, to difoblige and haraſs his 
People. For thus we ſind the condition of thole 
times deſcribed. 

That the King abandoned himſelf to Noth, and 
lay plunged inthe ſoft, but deſtructive Charms of 
pleaſure;by whoſe example the Nobility too much 
gave themſelves up to calte and Luxury ; whereby 


Cowardice and Effeminacy crept in , and Ship- 
wrack 
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wrack was made both of Manhood and Reputation, 
The chief Afﬀairs of State had long been Bias'd 
by private reſpe&ts, which mace the Nation de- 
cline as well in Riches as Honour: and all things be- 
ins out of due Motion,the C:mmon weal leem*d not 
{0 much by degrees, as with a main Courle, and at 
once, precipating into inevitable Ruine. 1 he Nor- 
thern parts by frequent loſſes, almoſt conſumed by 
the Scots, who had taken ſeveral important Poſts, 
and defaced all the Countrey with Slaughter, and 
Devaſtations. T owards the South, the Merchant 
Ships were daily f{urprized by the French, who 
likewiſe frequently pillaged the” Sea-coaſts : And 
of the Kings Hereditary Dominions in Frazce, 
many ſtrong holds were loſt by negligence, or ſold 
by ill adviſe and Treachery. Forces ſometimes 
were often pretended to be {ent over for their de- 
tence, but ſo ſcatteringly , at fuch unſeaſonable 
times, fo ill accommodated, or under ſuch indil- 
creet conduct, that they were occaſions rather of 
loſs, than help. . Aﬀairs were managed by ſuch as 
neither Nature had deſign'd, nor Education Pre- 
pared, nor Experience qualified for Politicians;but 
corrupt or ignorant Miniſters by flatteries and bate 
Arts {way din the Kings afte&tions,and dilpoſed of 
all things at their pleaſure, keeping him as it were 
beſeiged from any better advice. | he profits and 
revenues of the Crown. nay , the whole King- 
dome was let to farm, the King making himſelf on- 
ly a Landlord, and challenging No greater privi- 
ledge by his Reign , than a diſſelute and uncontro- 
led Life. Great ſums of Money, were by zew- 
fornd and unwonted raeans every day rather extor-. 
ted from, than yoluntarily granted by the par 
where- 
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whereof no advantage accrew'd to the Kingdom, 
only private pleaſures were maintain'd at an extra. 
vagant Rate, and «rworthy Favorites advanced. To 
thele, the King was {o exceſhvely Liberal, that he 
was forced to borrow, begg, and extort in many 
places, to ſupply this vain laviſh humour, undo- 
ing many without caule, to Ihrich a few without 
delert. Over and above the Tenths, and Fifteenths, 
and ſuch uſual Taxes, which were many times ga- 
thered double in one Year, ſtrange Impolitions 
were deviſed and put in praiſe, ſometimes exatt- 
ing 12 4. per poll, of every Subject, 65.84. of 
cvery Prieſt, and Religious Perlon: great ſums 
drawn irom the People under the favourable Term 
of Benevolexce, and to much borrowed upon privy- 
Seals, that no Man of Ability could eſcape his 
Loan, though very teliome any repayment was 
made, 

And to add to all former burdens this preſent 
Year, 1399. He charged 17 whole Counties with 
taking part aginſt him heretofore with the Duke of 
Gleceſter, and the reſt of the Lords, and threatned 
with Armed force, to ſpoil and deſtroy them as publick, 
Enemies. And having thus aftrighted them, ſent 
certain Commiſſhoners, Biſhops, and Lords Tem- 
poral, to all the ſail ſeyeral Shires, to let them 
know his heavy difpleaſure : And that without due 
acknowledgment of the Offence, and Submilſion 
to his mercy, he could not receive them into his 
Grace and Favour; whereby they were prevailed 
u2on, to own themſelves Traiters under their Hands 
and Seals, Which was no ſooner obtained, but, 
they were compelPd to pay inſupportable Sums of 
Moncy, for the Redemption of their Liyes png E- 
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ſtates, and procuring their Peace z whereby they. 
were all to impoveriſht, that few were able to ſub 

ſiſt, none at preſent to Reſiſt, And yet further to 
make Conſcience it {elf accefſary to ſlavery : New 
Oaths were Impoled, not warranted by any Law, 
and the People conſtrained to Seal Blank, Charters, 
.and Obligations, and deliver them to the Kings uſe, 

wherein whatſoever he plealed might afterwards 
be inſerted. 

The King bearing ſo heavy an Hand over his 
People, tis no wonder if they bear an hard Heart 
towards him; who beins ſhallow in judgment, 
and not able to cover his Vices, but with a Cloak 
of {ſeeming terrible and powerfull, became firſt ha- 
ted, and afterwards contemptible,and drove many 
of his Subjects to an Inclination to Revolt, as re- 
folved rather to run the hazzard of alpeedy ruine 
by Rebellion , than to periſh by ſuch a lingering 
Death of. ſlavery. 

In order hereunto,there had been tome overtures 
very privately made by Lettets to the Duke of 
Hereford, importuning his {peedy return into Ezz7- 
land : Remonſtrat ing, that as well for the pablick 
good of the. Realm, as for their own particular 
lafeties, they ſhould be forced to ulc force for their 
deliverance from theſe intollerable oppreſſons,and 
therefore ſolliciting him to be pleaſed, but to make 
the Head, and they would turniſh the Body, with 
an able Army, and not only help him in bare wiſhes 
and advice, but would joyn Hearts and Hands to 
adventure their Lives and Fortunes in bis Vuarrel, 
which was alſo there own, io that the danger ſhould 
be Common to all, the Glory only his. 

The Duke entertained theſe addreſſes with 
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Sreat warineſs, and ſuch moderation: that he 
Jeem'd rather worthy of a Kingdom , than deſi- 
rous of it. But to Whet him to an Edge,and ſettle 
his Reſolutions for the Enterprize , there wanted 
not an apt and politick Inſtrument. This was Tho- 
mas Arundel, late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
being with the other Biſhops in the Parliament, 
when his Brother the Earl of Arzngel, together 
with the Earl of Warwick, cc. were called into 
queſtion, becauſe Clergy.-men by the Canons are 
commanded, not to be preſent at any judgment of 
Blood : He and the reſt of that Order, departed 
the Heuſe. Upon which occaſion being abſent, not 
only his Brother was condemned for high 1 reaſon, 
and Executed, as you have heard, but he himlelf 
Baniſh't the Realm, his goods leized as forfeit, 
and his Archbilhoprick conferr*d on another. This: 
Prelate after this difaſter , did with divers of his 
Confederates, by leveral ways, and in ſtrange dif- 
guiſes, come to Paris, and in the Houſe of one 
Clomizey, where the Di:ke had taken Lodgings, 
had frequent Conferences with his Grace touch- 
ing the Afﬀeairs of Enzima ; Their debates you 
may Imagine, were managed with the ſtricteſt le- 
crecy. And I have alwaies been of Opinion, that 
it better becomes a Romance, than a lerious Hiſto- 
ry, for the Author to forge ſer Speeches on fuch 
occaſions : wherein, though he may pleaſe, he docs 
but deceive the Reader, for how ſuitable ſocver 
he may contrive them, yet tis forty to one but the 
parties themſelves, might make uſe of very difte- 
rent Topicks Without gueſſing therefore at their 
words, let it ſuffice to ſay, their Conſultations 
terminated ina Reſult, that the Duke fhould ad- 
| venture 
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venture himſelf over into England, and try his 
Fortune, upon the firſt convenient opportunity ; 
Which toon preſented it {elf the moſt invitingly 
that could be imagined. 

The Earl of March, appointed by the King to 
be his Lieutenant in freland, expoling his perſon 
t00 adventurouſly,was ſlain by the Wild Ir:ſh,which 
ſo exaſperated King Richard, that he reſolved in 
perſon to revenge his Death. In order to which he 
railed a great Army, but not without grievous 
Charge to his Subje&ts, and about Whuſontide, let 
forwards, accompanied with the {Dukes of Albe- 
marle, and Exeter , divers of the Nobles, and 
many Mitred Prelates, amongſt whom, was the 
Abbot of Weſtminſter, a chief Favourite ;, and ta- 
king with him, nor only the Sons of the Dukes of 
' Gloceſter, and Her:ford,(whom he pretended to in- 
ſtrut by that expedition in the Kudiments of 
War : but indeed i: ure theu- as Hoſtage:, to pre» 
vent any attempts, that might be made in his Ab- 
lence by their Relations, vi whom he was moſt. 
apprehenſive.) But alfo all his Treaſure, Jewels, 
Plate, and Royal Robes; asf he had defign'd, (as 
in the event it effe.tually prov d) to have taken a 
final leave of his Kingdom, and Dignity here in 
Enoland. | 

Beſides theſe general diſcontents of the People, 
occaſioned by the former il|-conduc, and oppreſſ;.. 
ons of Corrupt Miniſters of ſtate, he juſt upon his 
departure, ſtumbled upen another Error in Poli- 
ticks; for being at Briſtoll, it was ſuggcited to 
him ; "That Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland , 
with others his Partiſans, intended ſome difloyal 
atterapt, and therefore did not tender their Service 
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in this Expedition : whereupon by a purſevart, he 
commanded the ſaid Earl with all the Forces he 
could raiſe forthwith to repair to him : whereun. 
to, the Earl by a Letter returned an excule, inſtead 
of Compliance; intreating his Majeſty to confi. 
der, how little neceſſary it would be for the Iriſh 
Service, and indeed dangerous to the whole Realm, 
to draw men from fuch remote Places, in regard 
thoſe Rebels were neither fo many, nor lo mighty, 
but that the King had already ſufficient Forces, to 
reduce them to Obedience; And to disfurnith the 
Worthern parts of their ſtrength , would but give 
an opportunity to the Scors, to Invade us, And 
therefore begg*d his Majeſty ; that he would be 
pleaſed in ſuch a JunQure, to Excule him from at- 
tending. This an{wer the King interprets as an 
Afront, to his Authority, and in an unadvifed 
Heat, proclaims the Earl , and all that ſhould take 
his part, Traytors : and Orders all their Lands, and 
Goods to be ſeiz'd to his ute. The Farlreſenting 
thisdiſgrace, and forced {as it were by neceſlity) 
does then in earneſt make g90d the Original Infor- 
mation, by ſtanding upon his Guard : or rather 
in a poſture of open Hoſtility, 

In the mean time the Kins purſues his Voyage 
for Ircland, whole Arrival Fortune courted with 
ſome treacherous fmiles; for the petty Iriſh Kings 
terrified wzth the Fame of his Power, and not 
daring to truſt each other in a joynt Vefence , en- 
deayourcd rather ſingly to make cach one the belt 
Bargain for himſelf, by being the firſt that ſhould 
ſubmit t > the diſproportionate force of the Inva- 
der, Bu: theſe Triumphs coſt King Richard dear 
in the ſequel ; for whilſt he is thus engages, 
an 
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and abſent from his diſcontented Kingdom of Exg 
land,the Duke of Lancaſter thinks it the only pro« 
per time to put in execution what he and others 
his Confederates had been conſulting of : Where- 
fore diſpatching ſome of his truſty Emiſfaries over 
to acquaint his Friends, and provide Arms and all 
neceſſaries for his Arrival ; He addreſſes himſclf 
tothe French King with a Complement, Thar he 
intended to pay a Viſit to his Kinſman Fehn Duke 
of Britain, and therefore defired his Majeſties 
Royal Letters of Jafe Condxtt , which being gran- 
ted, he there very privatcly levied a few Souldi- 
ers, with whom, hiring three Ships of the Duke of 
Britain, he put to Sea for England, accompanied 
with the forementioned Arundel Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, Tho. Heir to Richard late Earl of A- 
rundel, the Lord Cobham, Sir Thomas Erpington, 
and Sir Thomas Ramſton Knights, Fohn Norbury, 
Robert Waterton, and Francis Coynt Elquires. ha- 
ving not in all above twenty Lances,and his whole 
Retinue beſides conſiſting not of above ſixty-per- 
tons ; fo that *tis hard to judge which was «the 
greateſt wonder, that he durſt attempt, or that 
he did ſucceed in the Conqueſt of a Kingdorn, 
with {o inconſiderable a Company. 'But his Confti- 
dence was not fo much in the People he brought 
with him, as in the ftrength he ſhould find here, 
relying altogether on the yu and a(liſtance of 
the people of the Realm, whom he knew to be 
generally male-contented , and eager to change 
their preſent Governors for any that would but 
promile them a Melioration of their Condition 
for the future. | 
Yet being wary not to puſh things on beyond 
N 3 poſhbt- 
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poſſibility of aRetreat; As he did not preſently 
Land, but lay Cruiſing up. and down, fometimes 
appearing on one Coaſt, and {ometimes on ano- 
ther ; that he might the better ditcover how the 
Inclinations of the people ſtood, and what Forces 
were ready either to reccive or reſiſt him, till at 
{aſt being ſatisfied therein, he put on ſhore with- 
out any oppolition about the beginning of /uxc,at 
Raverſourre in Yorkshire ;, So did he not then make 
any pretenſions to the Crown, but gave out very 
ſolemnly, that he came only to regain poſſeſſion 
of the Durchy of Lancaſter, and the reſt of his 
lawful Inheritance, which all the Nation knew 
was wrongfully detained from him, and fo were 
the more ready to pity and favour him in a Cauſe 
notoriouſly juſt, and againſt which there was no 
objection. 

His Arrival was no ſooner. known, but there 
repaired to him the Lords, Willoughby , Roſs, 
Darcy, and Beaumont, and ſhortly after at Don 
caſter, the Earl of Northumberland, and his Son 
Sir Hem y  Peircy, with the Karl of Weſtm vland, 
and great numbers: of the Gentry and common 
people. 

Inteiligence hereof being ſoon conveyed to the 
Duke of York , the Kings eldeſt Uncle, and with 
whom Curing . his abſence he had: intruſted the 
Governance of the Rzalm : He calls together the 
Biſhop of Chicheſter Lord Chancellor, Scroop Earl 
of Wiltſhire Lord Trealurer, Sir Foh» Buſhy, Sir 
Henry Green , Sir William Bagot, and Sir Fob 
Ruſſel, chiet Favourites of the Kings Privy Coun- 
cil, to conſult what ws to be done in this Exi- 
gency of Aﬀairs. Amongſt whom, whether de- 
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ſignedly by ſome, or ignorantly by others, I can- 
notſay z but I am ſure by all perniciouſly for King- 
Richards Intereſt; It was concluded to abandon 
London, an appoint the Rendezvous for leyying 
Forces againſt the Duke at S. Albans. But when 
the people out of ſundry Counties were drawn 
thither to be Muſtered , they declared , They 
world not att any thing to the prejudice of the ſaid 
Duke, who they affirmed was unjuſtly expelled 
his Country, and unlawfully kept from his Inhe- 
ritance. ; 

This Refuſal of the Commons to ſerve, being 
looked upon as a very i/{ Omen to the Kings Cauſe; 
The Earl of Welt(hire, Sir fob Buſhy, Sir William 
Bazot, and Sir Henry Green, fortook the Duke 
of York., and fled to Brift: intending to pals the 
Seas into Ireland to the King: And time it was, 
(eſpecially for them ) ta take their Heels, for 
thele Four were thoſe that were {aid to have ta- 
ken of the King his Kingdom to Farm, and on that 
account and other Grievances and Oppreſſions, 
which they had occaſioned, were become lo odi- 
ous to the people, that their very preſence turned 
away many of the Subjeas hearts from their So- 
veraign, it being the diſplealure againſt them, 
rather than any dilatisfaction to the X:ngs Perſon, 
that cauſed this general Revolt, - The Duke of 
York ſeeing their flight, and the Humour of the 
Generality favouring Lancaſter, and loath to run 
the adventure of an improbable Reſiſtance, gave 
over the Cauſe, and thereupon the reſt of the 
Counſellors either openly declared for the ſaid 
Duke , or ſecretly held Correſpondence with 
him, reſolving to ſwim with the general Torrent, 
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in hopes of greater {afety thereby, than by ſtem- 
ning that impetuous Tide which bore down all 
before it. 
\ For never did Szow-ball encreale ſo faſt by rol. 
ling, as the Duke of Lancaſter's Forces were aug- 
mented by his March, ſo that they were quickly 
grown Sixty thouſand ſtrong, and he reſolving to 
follow the Channel whilſt the Current was fierce, 
haſtned with his Troops to Loxdon, that poſſeſſing 
himſelf thereof, being the chief place within the 
Kingdom for Strength and Store, he might beſt 
there make the Seat of War, ang. be calieſt ac. 
commodated both with Proviſion and Ammunition. 
In his whole March no Oppoſition was ſeen, no 
hoſtility ſhewn, but all along Gentlemen of the 
beſt quality out of A4fe#ion or Fear, or hope of 
Reward retorted to his Tents; and where ever he- 
itaved rich Preſents were made him, and his Army 
{upplied with Neceſſaries even to ſuperfluity, and 
particularly at Lonaon he was received with Tri- 
umphant Pageants and Shews, tolemn Proceſſions of 
t1e Clergy,and loud Acclamations of the People. 
But he was more reguardtull of his Afﬀeairs than 
to ſtay long there, and therefore having fix'd the 
Citizens firm to his Intereſt, and knowing all the 
danger that could threaten him , muſt be from 
King Richards return out of Ireland, To obviat 
that, and overtake the fugitive Favourites, who 
were fled to Briſtol, he with {peedy Marches pur- 
lued them thither : where finding the Caſtle for- 
tified againlt him, he afautts it fo briskly, that in 
Four daies time he forc'd it to a ſurrender, and ta. 
king therein the Earl of Wiltſhire Lord Treaſu- 
rer, Sir John Buſhy, and Sir Henry Green, he the 
very 
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very next day Sacrificed them to the importunate 
rage of the incenied People, cauſing them all 
Three to be bcheaded. Bur as for Sir William Ba- 
cot, he was got to Chefter, and from thence ſhifting 
over into Jreland, alone, elcaped the preſent ven- 
geance ; This Execution, if it had not been juſt, 
muſt yet be accounted Politick ; For partly be- 
cauſe it was ſo greateiull to the People, and partly 
becaule it excluded all hope of the Kings Pardon; 
It became a great ingagement to all the Dukes 
followers, to adhere more firmly to him for the 
future. 

The Duke had now been Six Weeks in England, 
and the whole Land in effe&t had ſubmitted to 
him ; during all with time, there was no news of 
King Richard, whether it- were that by reaſon of 
contrary Winds he had no Intelligence, as ſome 
writez orthaton the firſt advice, he ſlighted it, 
according to the Humour of ſome weak Spirits ; 
who condemn dangers remote , but are aſtoniſhed 
at them, when they approach too nigh ; However, 
at laſt upon certain news, in what an hazardous 
condition his affairs ſtood, he caufed the Sons of 
the Dukes of Gloceſter, and Lancaſter, to be im- 
priſoned in Trim Caſtle, and determined forthwith 
for England ;, but the Duke of Aumerle his Princi- 
pal Counſellor , perſwaded him to ſtay till all his 
preparations were ready: Which fatal Counſel 
it was King Richard's ill Deſtiny to follow, yet 
preſently ſent over the Earl of Sal/zbury to raiſe 
him an Army in Wales and Cheſhire againſt his 
own coming, which he folemnly promiſed ſhould 
be within fix days at furtheſt, "The Earl imployed 
his pains fo well that he had foon gotten together 
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Forty thouſand men ; but the {ix days and more 
being claps'd, and the King not appearing, made 
them murmur and ſuſpe& he was dead, or come to 
fome dilaſter : but the Earl perlwaded them to 
have patience ſome few days longer, which being 
likewiſe expired, and no tidings of him, they then 
indiſcontent broke up and retired to their reſpe- 
&ive homes. 

At length, eighteen days after he had ſent away 
the Earl, the King took Shipping attended with 
Aumerle , Exeter , Surry, the Biſhop of London, 
Exeter, and Carlile, and others of the Nobility, 
aud landed in Wales, having about him a compe- 
tent number of Cheſhire-men : But when he under- 
ſtood that the other Forces he expeted to joyn 
with him were baulk'd and disbanded ; that moſt 
ef his Fortreſſes from Scotland to Briſtol, had fur- 
rendred to Lancaſter ; that the Londowers elpou- 
ted his Intereſt ; that the greateſt number of the 
Nobility and Commons almoſt in general took 
part with him; and eſpecially that his principal 
Counſellors had loſt their Heads at Br:/fol, he was 
{o far from retaining the Magnanimity of a King, 
that he almoſt left off to be 4 man, and totally 
abandoned himſelf to deſpair. Perplext in uncer- 
rcainties, either where to ſtay, or whither to ſtir, 
deſtitute both of Knowledge and Reſolution in 
himſelf for ſuch amazing Difficulties, and ob- 
noxious to weak, wavering, and .unfaithfull Coun: 
els from others; tome adviſed him to march fur- 
ther into the Land, before thoſe Forces he had 
fell from him, alledging that Fortune ſeconds Va- 
lour : Tnat in all places he ſhould find ſome, who 
out of duty or affe&ion, or for hire, would ok 
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low his Stancard, which was illuſtrated with Ma- 
jeſty, and guarded with Right : Others perlwa- 
ded him to go back into Ireland, or over to his 
Father-in.law of France, and thence to return 
when the Paroxiſm was a little over, and himſelf 
better ftrengthned, But the King unacquainted 
with Martial Afﬀairs, rejected both Counſels, and 
taking a middle courſe ( which always in E xtreams 
of that kind is the worſt) reſolved to ſtay in Wales 
to attend to what Head this Humorr would rilc. 

His: Souldiers endeavoured to encourage him 
to venture a Batre!, vowing they would live and 
diewith him ; but this could not: at all raiſe his 
drooping Spirits, but in the Night he ſtole away 
from his Army, and with the Dukes of Exeter 
and Surrey, the Biſhop of Carle, Sir Stephen 
Scroop, and half a {core more, retired to the Caſtle 
of Conway, where the Earl 6: Worceſter Steward of 
His Majeſties Houthold, fceing his Maſters Afﬀairs 
in that deſperate ſtate, or to revenge the Pro- 
claiming of his Brother the Earl of Northumber- 
land Traytor ( as before was mentioned at the 
Kings going for Treland) did openly in the Hall 
before all the Kings Servants break his white Staff 
of Office ,, and forthwith repaired to the Duke of 
Lancaſter, and the reſt of the Royal Retinue by his 
Example ſcattered and ſhifted every one for him- 
telf, Such Ceurt-flies and treacherous Attendants 
being but like Crows to a dead Carkaſs, who flock 
to it, not todefend it, but to devour it; for no 
looner have they pickroff the fleſh to the bones, 
and find no more ſuſtenance, but they are upon the 
wing to be gone. 


The 
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- The Duke of Lancaſter upon Advice of King 


Richards Arrival out of Ireland, left the Duke 


of York ( who was now joyned with him ) at Br. 


fol, and marched in the Head of his Troeps to Gle- 
ceſter , then to Roſs, afterwards to Hereford, 
(where repaired to him the Biſhop of that See, 
and Sir Edmund Mortimer) onthe Sunday follow- 
ing he went to Leymfter, and there the Lord 
Carleton came to him, from thence he went to 
Ludlow, and the next day to Shrewsbury, and thi- 
ther came to him Sir Robert and Sir Fohn Leigh, 
and other Pertons of Quality, being ſent from 
Cheſter to offer him their Service as alſo the 
Lord Scales and the Lord Bardolph out of Jre- 
land. 

From Shrewsbury he repaireſl to Cheſter, where 
he difpatcht an Expreſs into Ireland, to fetch 
over his Son and Heir, and likewife the Duke of 
Glioceſter's Son and Heir ; both whom King KR: 
chard had left in Cuſtody there: but it ſeems 
their Keepers durſt no longer detain them after 
Laxcaſter commanded them thence, for his Son 
ſoon after arrived here, but the other young Gen. 
tleman was unfortunately caſt away at Sea. 

About this time, the King ſeeing himfelf fo 
beſet and ſtraitned, that he could neither Reſiſt, 
nor Eſcape, deſired a Conference with the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and the Eatl of Northum- 
berland, from whole Negotiation he conld cer- 
tainly hepe for little good, ſince the one he had 
formerly baniſht, and proclaimed the other a 
Traytor however they upon ſafe Condu@ com- 
ing to him, declared, That if it might pleaſe his 
Majeſty to promiſe that a Parliament ſhould be 
Aﬀſſem- 
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Aſſembled, and in'the ſame Fuſtice done, and the 
Dake of Laxcaſter and his Followers receive a 
General Pardon, fince what they had done was 
for the Publick Weal of the Realm; the Duke 
would be ready to caſt himſelf at hw fect, and as 
an humble Subje& obey him in all dutiful 
Services. But the King whether perceiving that 
all this was but Complement, and thinking more to 
oblige them by an early voluntary offer of what 
he ſaw he muſt be forc'd to part with ; or whether 
confounded in himſelf he grew weary of wearing 
aCrown, that he was not able to ſupport ; requi- 
red only that himlelf and eight more whom he 
would name, might haye an honourable Allow- 
ance, with Aſſurance of a private quiet Life, and 
then he would Reſi2n the Crown; which was rea- 
dily condeſcended unto, and the King alſo defi- 
ring to ſpeak with the Duke, was removed to 
Flint Caſtle. 

Soon after the Duke arriving there with his 
Army, the Archbiſhop of C:terbury, the Duke of 
Aumerle, and the Earl of Worceſter, were lent be. 
fore to the King, who ſpying them from the 
Walls where he ſtood, went down to meet them, 
and obſerving that they did their accuſtomed Re- 
wrence to him on their knees, courteouſly took 
them up, and had fome private diſcourle with the 
Archbiſhop. 

After a {mall ſpace, the Duke of Lancaſter him- 
elf all Arm'd, approached the Caſtle, and being 
within the firſt Gate, he there repoled himlelt; 
tithe King attended with the Brſhop of Carlile, 
the Earl of Salzsbury, and Sir Stephen Scroop, who 
dore the Sword before him, came forth and fate 
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down in a place prepared for him. As ſoon as 
the Duke law his Majeſty, he came towards him 
bowing hs knee, and advancing forwards, did ſo 
ſecond, and a third time, and then rhe Kings took 
him by the hand and lift him up, faying, ---- Deax 
Couſin, thou art welcom; the Duke humbly thank. 
ing him 5 an{wered, — My Sover ation Lord and 
King, the Cauſe of my coming at this preſent ts ( your 
Honour ſaved) to have Reſtitution of my Perſon, my 
Land and Taberitance, Io which the King reply- 
ed, Dear Couſin, I am ready to accompliſ] your 
will, ſo that you may enjoy all that is yours without ex: 
eeption. Aﬀter this coming forth of the CaRtle, 
the King called for Wzze, and having drank, they 
mounted and.rod to Cheſter, and to by ſeveral Sta- 
ges, he was carricd directly and with great Ex- 
pedition to London, and lodged on pretence of 
State,but in truth for better {ecurity,in the Tower ; 
having not in all that Journey changed his Appa- 
rel, but wore only one *ute, and that bur an or- 
dinary one, whereas he was wont to be. extraor- 
dinary profuſe in his Cloaths, having one Coat 
valued at T hrty thouſand Marhs. 

The King yielded himſelf the Thirtieth day of 
Auguſt, being but the Seven and fortieth day at- 
ter the Dukes Arrival in Englazd, to that he might 
well aſſume Ceſars Motto, Yeni, wid:, witi: For 
For conſidering his Marches from Helderneſs in the 
North up to Lendon, and from thence to Briffel, 
and fo into Wales, and back again to Cheſter; a 
man can ſcarce trayel over fo much grouns in the 
ſpace that he Conquered it : Nay fo indulgent was 
Fortune to him, that all the Kings Jewels and 
Treaſure ( amounting as a late Author aſſerts, to 
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Seven bundred thouſand pounds ) with his Horſe, 
and Baggage fell into his hands. 

The King being thus ſafely lodg*d in the Tow- 
er, the Duke of Lancaſter ( but in King Richards 
Name) cauſed Writs to be ifiued forth for ſum- 
moning and chooling a Parliament to be held at 
Weſtminſter on the laſt day of September following. 
And in the mean time conſults with his neareſt 
Kindred and Friends how to ſteer his Proceedings, 
ſo as to bring his Afﬀairs by prudence to a lucky 
end, which had hitherto even beyond his hopes 
been favoured by Fortune. In order to which , the 
Duke of York, who but a little before had been Go- 
vernor of the Realm for the King, but now his 
the laid Lancaſters great Direor, muſt be his 
beſt Oracle, who after divers Debates propoſed it 
as very expedient, that King Richard ſhould both 
voluntarily Reſign, and alto be folemnly Depo- 
ſec by the Eſtates of the Realm ; For otherwiſe, 
Reſignation would be imputed only to his Fear, 
and Deprivation only to their Force, whercof the 
one is always apt to move Pity, and the other ſtir 
up Envy : But if both concur, and his Deſire be 
combined with his Deſerts, being willing to for- 
lake that which he is adjudged worthy to forfeit, 
then it will appear that he is neither expelled his 
Kingdom by meer Conſtraint,nor leaveth it with- 
out juſt Cauſe. 

1his Advice was generally approved, and ac- 
cordingly purſued ; a folemn Renunciation being 
tendred unto the King, and by him Signed. on 
Michaelmas Day then next following, being- the 
Gay before the Parliament was to meet, The Words, 
Order, and Ceremony whereof , and of the wk 
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exhibited againſt Him , and his Depoſitson there. 
upon following in Parl:ament, appear in the Ke. 
cords thereof remaining in the Tower, Authentick 
and Atteſted Copics whercot arc Printed mn the 
Book, Intituled, Hiſtorie Anolicane ſcriptores de- 
cem; beginning ol. 2743. From whence the {ame 
are word for word Tranſlated, as fallow. 


The Koll of Parliament Summoned and 
Holden at Weſtminſter , in the Fealt of 


S. Fide the Virein, in the Firſt ycar of the 
Reign of King Henry the Fourth, after 
the Conquelt, Membrane the zoth 


The Record and Procels of the Renunciation of 
King Richard the Sccond, after the Conqueſt, 
and likewiſe the Acceptance of the ſame Renun- 
ciation, with the Depoſition of the ſame King 
Richard afterwaras erſuins. 


E it remembred, that on 1/anday the Feaſt 

of S. Michael the Archangel, in the Three 

and twentieth year of the Reign of King Kichard 
the Second, the Lords Sprr itualand Tempora [. and 
other Perſons of note : , that i5 to lay, the Lord 
Richard le Scrope Archbiſhop of York, John Biſhop 
of Hereford, Hemry Earl of Northumberland, and 
Ralph Earl of Wc{imorland , the Lord Harb ls 
Burne!,Thomas Lord de Berkley Prior of Canterbu- 
and- Abbot of W. as » William Toyraing 
Knight, and Fohn Markham Juſtices ; Thomas Stop 
and Fobn Burbache Dottors of Laws, T homas de Er- 


pinzham, and Thomas Gray, Knights, William dc 
Feryby, 
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Feryby, and Dioniſins Lapham, Publick Notaries, 
firſt deputed to the At under-written, by the 
Afent and Advice of ſeveral of the Lords Spiri+ 
tual and Temporal, and of the Judges and others 
$kilful, as well in the Civil and Canon Law, as in 
the Laws of the Realm, Aſſembled at Weſtminſter 
in the uſual place of Council; did about Nine of 
the Clock come to the Preſence of the {aid King, 
being within the Tower of London : And it being 
Recited before the ſaid King, by the ſaid Earl of 
Northumberland , in the behalf of all the reſt be. 
fore named , fo as aforeſaid joyned with him 
How the faid Ring heretofore at Coxeway in 
North-Wales, being at Liberty, did promile unto 
the Lord Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
the Earl of Northumberland, that he would yield 
up and renounce the Crown of England and France, 
and his Regal Majeſty, for Cauſes of his [nab:lity 
and Inſufficiency there by the ſaid King himſelf con» 
feſſed, and that in the beſt manner and form as the 
lame could be done, as Councel learned ſhould 
beſt order. The ſaid King before the ſaid Lords 
and others above named, hereunte benignly an- 


| twering, That he would with effect accompliſh , what 


before in that behalf he had promiſed, Burt deſired 
to have {ome diſcourſe with his Couſins, Henry 
Duke of Lancaſter, and the ſaid Lord Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury , before he fulfilled ſuch his Pro- 
miſe. 

Afterwards the ſame day after Dinner, the ſaid 
King much affe&ing the coming of the ſaid Duke 
of Lancaſter , and having leng waited for him ; 
at laſt the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter, the Lords, and 
others aboye named, and alſo the faid Archbi- 
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ſhop of Canterbury, did came to the Preſence of 
the {aid King in the Tower aforeſaid 5 the Lords 
de Roos, de Willongby, and de Abergeney, and very 
many others being then there pretent; and after 
the faid King had had difcourle with the ſaid 
Duke of Lancaſter and Archbiſhop, exhibiting a 
merry Countenarce here and there amongſt them 
to part thereof, as appeared to thole that ſtood 
round about; at laſt the faid King calling to him 
all that were ihere prelent, did publickly {ay be- 
fore them, that he was ready to make the Re- 
nunciation, and to renounce and recede, accord- 
ing to the Promile by him made as aforelaid. And 
lo forthwith, although, as was ſaid unto him, he 
might have made ſome Deputy to have ſerved as 
the Organ of his Voice, for avoiding {o tedious 
a labour as the reading of the ſaid Ceſſion and Re- 
nunciation, reduced by others into a Schedule of 
Parchment. Yet the ſaid King, very willingly as 
appeared, and with a pleaſant Countenance, holding 
the ſaid Schedule in his hand, faid, Tha: he him- 
| ſelf would read it, and diſtintly read the ſame 
through : And alto did abſolve all his Leige Peo- 
ple, and renounce, and recede, and {wcar, and 
other things did fay and pronounce in Reading, 
and c1d Sublcribe it with his own hand, as is more 
fully contained in the ſaid Schedule; the Tenor 
whereof is ſuch, 
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TH -E 
RESIGN ATITEN 
O F 


RICHARD UB. 


]® the Name of God, Amcn. 7 Richard 
by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, 4a Lord of Iecland. do Abtolve the 
Archbiſhops , Biſh: PS; and other Prelates 
of Churches Secular or Regular, of whatſo- 
ever Dignity, Degree, State, a Condition they 

bes T he Dakes, Marqui ſſes, Earls, Barons, 
Faſſals, axa Valvaſors, «nd all and cvery my 
Leive People whatſoever, Eccleſl efticks or Sc- 
culars, of all the ſaid Kinondoms and Domint- 
08S , by what Name ſoever they are known x 
fren the Oath of Fealty and Homage, and 
other Oaths what loeucr FO2C m4ar, and froms 
all Bond or Tye of Letgiance, Royalty, ad 
Dominion, whereby they have been or are 
obliged, or other wiſe in any manner bound un- 
tome, AndI1doPFice, Releaſe, ard Acquit 
them and their Heirs and Succeſſors for 
ever, from the ſaid Oarths ana other Oblt- 
gations whatſoever, And I do diſmiſs them 
free , unlooſen, quit and in full Immunity, 
Q 2 As 
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as far as relates to my Perſon, to every effetl 
of Law which may follow from the Premiſes, 
er any of them. And I do purely of my own 
Accord ſimply and abſolutely in and by the 
beſt manner, way ana firm that may be , in 
theſe writings , Renounce and totally Re- 
ſign all Kinely Dignity and Majecty, and the 
Crown and Dominion and Power of the ſaid 
Kingdoms and Dominions , and all other my 
Dominions and Poſſeſſions, or any way belong- 
ing or appertaining unto me, by what Name 
ſoever they may be reckou'd up within the 4- 
foreſaid Kingdoms, or elſewhere; And all 
Right and Colour of Right and Title, Poſſeſſion 
and Dominion, which at any time I have had, 
now have; or by any means ſhall have in or to 
the ſame, or anyof them, with their univer- 
ſal Rights and Appurtenances, or any Depen- 
dances however, on them or any of them: And 
alſo the Rule and Government of the ſaid King- 
doms and Domintons, and their Adminiſtra- 
tion, and all manner of meer and mixt Em- 
pire and Juriſdiction to we 72 the ſaid King- 
doms belonging, or that may be belonging ; 
and to the Name of King, and the Honour, 
Regality, ana Celſitude Royal, purely, volun- 
tarily, femply, and abſolutely by the beſt man- 
ner, way and form that the ſame can be done 
in theſe writings, I do Renounce, and them 
ao totally Reſien, and in Deed and in Word 
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diſmiſs and quit the ſame, and from them do 
recede for ever, Daving to wy Succeſſors 
Kings of England, the Rights to them or any 
of them belonging, or that (hall any way be- 
long , in the ſaid Kingdoms and Dominions, 
axd all other the Premiſſes for ever, And 1 
ao confeſs, acknowledge, repute, and truly and 
out of certain knowledge, do judge my ſelf 
to have been and to be utterly inſufficient 
and nuſefull for the Rule and Government 
of the ſaid Kingdoms and Dominions, with all 
their CAppartenances: And that for my no- 
torious Demerits 7 deſerve to be Depoſed. 
And 1 do ſwear upox theſe Holy Goſpels of 
Goa, by me corporally touch'd, That I will ne- 
ver Act contrary to the ſaid Reſignation, Re- 
nunctation, Diſmiſſion , ana Ceſſion, nor any 
way oppoſe the ſame in Deed or in Word, by my 
Self or any other or others : Nor will as much 
as in me lies, permit the [ame publickly or pri- 
vately to be contraried or oppoſed : But the ſaid 
Renunciation, Reſignation, Dimiſſion and 
Ceflion, wall for ever efteem, ratified, and 
well-pleaſing, and firmly hold and obſerve the 
ſame inthe whole andin every part ; So God 
me help, azdtheſe Holy Goſpels of God. 


1 the before named King Richard ao here 
ſubſcribe my Self with my own Hand. 


oo And 
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And preſently to the ſaid Renunciation, and 
Ceſſion, the laid King added by word of mouth, 
That if it lay in his power, the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter 
ſhould ſucceed him in his Kingdom. But becaule, (as 
he {aid,) this did not depend on his pleaſure, he 
did requeſt the faid Archbiſhop of Yor, and Biſhop 
of Hereford, (whom he for that time had conſti- 
tuted his Procurators, to declare,and intimate ſuch 
his Ceſſion and Renunciation to the States of the 
Kingdom,) That they would be pleaſed to ſignify to 
the People, his will and intention in that behalf. And 
in token of {uch his will and intention, did then and 
there, openly pluck off the Golden Ring of his ſig- 
net, from his own finger, and put it upon the finger 
of the jaid Duke of Lancaſter, defiring as he afhr- 
med, that the "ol might be made known to all the 
States of the Kingdom. Which being done,taking 
their leaves on both ſides, they all went out of the 
{aid Tower, to return to their LORIE. 

But on tne morrow, viz. Tucſd:y the Feaſt of S. 
Ferome, 11 tne great Hall at Weſtminſter, in Ne 
place honourably prepared for ko{dings the Parlia- 
ment, the {ai Archbith OPS of Canteriin 'Y, and 
Yor "ie and tne Duke of Lancaſier , and otner 
Dukes, and Lords, as weil Spiritual, as Temporal, 
whotc names are u :nder written, and the Commons 
of the {aid ” 15Gom, Aſſembled in a great 1 lt 
tude 1n anode being preſent, and the {aid 
Duke of ' Lancaſter, being leated in a place, due to 
his Quality, and the Chair of State [or Royal 
Throne, }] beins ſolemnly adorned with Cloth of 
Gold, but then « empty, without any body preſide- 
ing therein : ; theabove named Archbiſhop of York, 
in the name of himſelf, and of the ſaid Biſhop of 

Hereford 
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Hereford, according to the Order of the {aid King, 
did publickly declare the Cefſon, . and Renuncia- 
tion, to have been ſo made by him as aforeſaid, with 
the {ublcription of his Royal Hand, and delivery 
of his Signet. And the ſaid Ceſſion, and Renuncia- 
tion, did there caule to be read by another, firſt in 
Latin, ani! then in Engliſh. 

Immediately after which, it was demanded of 
the Eſtates and People there preſent, (to wit, firſt 
of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to whom by rea- 
fon of the dignity, and prerogative of his metro- 
politan Church of Canterbury, it belongs in this be- 
half, to have the firſt yoice amongſt the reſt of the 
Prelates, and Nobles of the Realm,) whether for 
their intereſt and the utility of the Kingdom, they 
would be pleaſed to admit ſuch Renunciation, and Ceſſi- 
on, And the laid States, and People, judging from 
the Caules by the laid King himſelf, in his Renun- 
ciation, and Ceſſion aforeſaid, ſignified, that the 
ſame was very expedient, did each man {ingly by 
himfſelf, and in Common with the People, unani- 
mouſly Admit the ſaid Ceſſien, and Renunciation. 

After which Admiſſion, it was then and there 
publickly declared, that beſides ſuch Ceſſion, and 
Renunciation, ſo as aforeſaid admitted, It would 
be very expedient and profitable to the Kingdom, 
for the removing of all {cruples, and taking away 
ſiniſter ſuſpicions, That very many Crimes, and 
DefeRs by the ſaid King, (about the il] Gover- 
nance of his Kingdom) very often committed, re- 
duced into writings by way of Articles, by reaſon 
of which (as himſelf affirmed in the Ceſſion, by 
nm made) he was deſervedly to be depoſed, 
{[hould be publickly read, and declared to the Peo- 


pic. 


200 The Life and Keign 


ple. And fo the greateſt part of the faid Articles, 
vere then and there read through. The Tenour of 
all which Articles is ſuch. 

[_But yet in the Roll before the Articles, there are 
firſt theſe words, Here, followeth the form of the 
Oath, ufed and accuſtomed to be taken by the 
Kings of England, at their Coronation : which the 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury hath uſed to require and 


receive from the {aid Kings, as in the Books of the 

Pontifical Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, more fully is 

contained. 

Which Oath, R:ichayd the Second, after the 
Conqueſt of England, did take at his Coronation : 
and the ſame was adminiſtred by the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the very fame Oath, the King af. 
terwards repeated, as in the Rolls of the Chancery, 
may more fully be found of Record. 

Thou ſhalt keep to the Church of God, and People, 
Intire Peace and Concord in God, according to thy 
power. The King ſhall anfwer, 7 will keep them. 

Thou ſhalt in allthy Fudocments c auſe to be done, e- 
qual and richt Fuſtice, and diſcretion, i 1 Mercy, and tn 
Trmb, according to thy power, — He ſhall anfwer, [ 
will fo a 

Thou doſt grant the juſt Laws, and Cuſtemes, as ſhall 
be held,' and doft promiſe the ſame ſhall by thee be pro- 
tetted, ard for the Honour of God Corroborated, quas 
vulgus elegeritzwhich the, People (hall chuſe, to the ut- 
moſt of thy power._—He ſhall anſwer, J de (6 grant 
and premiſe. 

To the aforeſaid Queſtions. fuch others are added 
as ſhall be juſt,and all things being 1o pronounced, 
the King by his own Oath on the Altar, before 
all the Afembly, Confirms and Promiſes, that he 
will keepand obſerve the ſame. Then 
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[Then follow} 
THE 
OBJECTIONS or ARTICLES 


Azainft the King, touching his Depoſition. 


Moprimss, It is objecicd againſt King Richard, 
that whereas by reaſon of his il] Government, 
viz, His giving away the Goods and Poſlefſions 
belonging to his Crown, and that to Perſons un- 
worthy, and his indeſcreet {quandring the lame a- 
way otherwiſe, and to that end, impoling without 
cauſe ColleRions and other Sreivous burthens on 
his People, more than they were able to bear, and 
alſo-innumerable other Evils by his aſſent and Com- 
mand perpetrated, there were by the whole Parlia- 
ment certain Prelates, and others, Temporal 
Lords, Eleed and Aſſigned, who might with all 
their power, and at their own Charges, faithfully 
labour about the juſt Government of the Realm. 
Yet the King cauſing a Conventicle to be held by 
him, with his accomplices, the {aid Lords, as well 
Spiritual,as Temporal, ſo occupyed_about the ſafe- 
ty, and profit of the Kingdom, did propole to Im- 
peach of High Treafon ; an:! did violently draw 
the Judges of the Kingdom, for icar of Death, and 
Corporal Tortures, to ſuch his wicked purpoſe, 
moſt vigoriouſly ſtriving to deftroy the laid Lords. 
I. Tem, the {aid King lately at Shrewsbury, cau- 
ied ſeveral, and the greater part of the Juages, to 
come 
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come before him, and his Favourites privately in a 
Chamber, and by Menaces, and Various I errors, 
and fuch affrightments as might tall even upon men 
of conſtant Relol 1tions , Q1 d induce. cauſe, and 
compel them, feveraily to an{wer cer tain Queſtions 
there eroatdind: 6 Tt the behalf of the King, 
concernins the Laws of hiz Kings 1om, beſides, ind 
againſt their will, and otnerwile than they would 
have anſwered, had they been at Liberty, and un- 
forc'd. By colour of ary 1 4ntyers, the laid Ring 
purpoled to have proceeded 4{terwards, - the de- 
whe 0D of Then is D. IKE 01 i G ee r, and the Earls 


faid King to pgs Unc ler oper Guid: ance ; But Pro- 
vidence with: nding it, bythe reſt{tznce and pow- 
er of the ſaid Lords, the Kings was-not able to 
bring fuch his deſign to effect. 

HI. Item, when the Lords Teniporal defending 
themtelves, had withſtood his malice and fraud, and 
the ſaid Kins had prefix'd, L day for holding his Par- 
tiament, to > & them, and other Inhabitants of ' the 
Realm, Juſtice in that behalf, and the ſaid Tempo 

ral Lords, were quietly and peaceahly gone home, 
and at reſt in their Houſes, in hope and confidence 
of the faid Par! amen, the King ſecretly lent the 
Duke of [rcland with his Letters and Standard to- 
wards Cheſtcr, and there gathered multitudes in 
Arms, and cauſed them to rife. againſt the aid 
Lords, the Nobles of the Kingdome, and Servants 
of the Statc, publickly erecting his Standard, againſt 
the Peace which he had tworn to keep. From 


whence ſlaughters of men, Captivitics, Diſſcntions, 
and 
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and other infinite miſchicfs, did eniue throughout 
the whole Kingdom, By which A@ he became 
Guilty of Perjury. 

IV. rem, Although the faid King had in full Par- 
liament, and by the Aﬀſent thereof, Pardoned the 
laid Duke of Gloceſter, and Earls of Arunael, and 
Warwick, and all their Aſſiſtants, and others, all of- 
fences, and had for many years ſhown Signs of 
Peace and Love, to the {aid Duke and Earls, and to 
the reſt appeared with a plealant and 'benigne 
Countenance. Yet the ſaid King always, and con- 
tinually bearing Gall in his Heart, did at laſt, ta- 
king an Opportunity, cauſe the faid Duke of Glo- 
ceſter, the Uncle of him the ſaid King and alſo 
the Son of Edward late King of Englara, of happy 
memory , and Conſtable of England, then humbly 
SoINS to meet the ſaid King, in folemn Proceſſion ; 
and the ſaid Earls of Arzrdel, and Warw:ick, to be 
taken and Arreſted ; and him the {aid Puke out of 
the Kingdom of England, to the Town of Callice, 
did cauſe to be led, and there impriſoned, and un- 
der the Cuſtody of the Earl of Nottingham, (onc 
of the Appellors of the faid Duke,) detained, and 
without ant{wer,or any lawfull proceſs whatſocver, 
did inhumanly,and cruelly cauſe to be fuffocated, 
ſtrangled, and mwrdred. And the Earl of & 4:34 
del though he pleaded as well the General Pardon, 
as a Pardon afterwards to him ſpecially cranted, 
and deſired juſtice to be done him, yet in his Paxlia- 
ment, encompaſſed with armed men, and innume- 
rable Archers of the People by him gathered to 
that purpole by Preſſing, did damnably cauſe to be 
Beheaced. And the Earl of Warwick, and Lord 
Cobham, did commit to perpetual Impritonment : 

wickedly 
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wickedly and again{t Juſtice, and the Laws of his 
Kingdom, and his exprets Oath, confiſcating their 
Lands and Tenements, as well Fee-limple, as Fee- 
tail, from them and their Heirs, and giving the 
ſame to their Appellors. 

V. 1ltem, At the ſame time, that the King in his 
Parliament, cauſed the Duke of Gloceſter, and Earls 
of Arundel, and Warwick . to be adjudged, that he 
might more freely Exercite his Cruelty upon them, 
and accompliſh his injurious will in other matters, 
he gathered to himlelf a great multitude of Male- 
faQtors of the County of Cheſter, of whom ſome 
paſing with the King through the Kingdome, as 
well within the Kings pallace, as without, did cru- 
elly kill the Liege Subjeds of the Kingdom, and 
ſome they beat and wounded, and did plunder the 
Goodsof the People, and refuſe to pay for their 
Victuals, and did Ravith and Violate their Wives, 
and other Women ; and though there were grei- 
vous Complaints, of ſuch their exceſſes brought 
to the hearing of the laid King ; Yet the ſaid King 
did not regard to caule Juſtice to bee done, or any 
Reme-ly thereupon, but did favour the {aid 
Troops in fuch their evil doings, truſting 1n them 
and their Guard, againſt all others of his Kingdom; 
for whichcaule, the faithfull People of his King- 
dom; had great matter of Commotion, and Indig- 
nation. 

VI. em, Although the ſaid King by his writs, 
caufed Proclamation to be made throughout the 
whole Kingdom, that he had cauted his Uncle the 
Dake of Gloceſter, and the Earls of Arundel and 
Warwick, to be taken and Arreſte?,not for any Al- 
{emblings, or Troopings by them, formerly mace 
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within the Kingdom of England, but for very ma- 
ny Extortions, Oppreſſions, and other things by 
them afterwards done, and. perpretated, againſt 
his Royalty, and Kingly Majeſty ; And that it was 
not his intention, that any of the Family of the 
{aid Duke, and Earls, or of their followers at the 
time of ſuch Afembling, and Trooping, ſhould for 
that occaſion be moleſted, or aggreived ; Yet the 
ſaid King ar laſt, in his Parliament, did not Im- 
peach the {aid Lords for Extortions, Oppreſſions, 
or any f{uch matters, but for the Afſemblings, and 
1roopings aforelaid, did adjudge them to Death, 
and very many of the Family of the {aid Lords, and 
others, who were following them at the time of 
ſuch their Aſembling, and Trooping, he did, for 
fear of Death, force to make Fine and Ranſom, as 
Traytors, or Rebels, to the great deſtrudtion of a 
great Number of his People. And to he did ſub- 
tlely, fraudulently, and maliciouſly .deceive the laid 
Lords, and their familiars, and the Pceple of his 
Ringdom. 

VII. 7tem, After very many of thoſe Perſons {o 
making Fine and Ranſom, had obtained of the 
King, his Letters Patent of full Pardon in the Pre- 
miles, they could not reap any Commodity by ſuch 
Letters of Pardon, till they had made new Fines, 
and Ranſoms, for ſaving of their Life, whereby 
very many were Impoveriiſhed 5 which was a great 
Derosation and diſhonour, to the Name and State 
of a King. 

VII. | ©] In the laſt Parliament, held at Shrews- 
bury, the faid King purpoling ro opprets his People, 
lubtlely orocured,and cauled it to be granted, that 
the power of the Parliament,by the conſent of the States, 


of 
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of his Kingdome, ſhould remain in certain Perſons, to 
determine ( after the diſſoluti;-n of the Parliament,) 
certain Petitions in the ſaid Parhament exhibited, but 
then not diſpatched. By Colour of which grant, the 
Perſons 1o deputed, proceeded to other things ge- 
nerally touching that Parliament. And this with 
the will of the King ; in Derogation of the ſtate 
of Parliament, and the great damage of the whole 
Kingdome, and pernitious Example. And that they 
might ſeem to have fome Colourand Authority, 
for {uch their Coings, the King cauled the Parlia. 
ment Rolls to be altered and blotted at his pleaſure, 
againſt the Effe& of the laid Grant. 

IX. /rem, Notwithſtanding the faid King in his 
Coronation had {worn , that iz all his Fudgments, 
he would cauſe to be done equil and right Juſtice, and 
diſcretion, in mercy ard truth, according to his power 
Yet the faid King rigoriouſly without all mercy did 
(amongſt other things) Ordain, under greivous pe- 
naities, that none ſhould ſue for any favour, or in- 
tercede. with the faid King, .for Henry Duke of 
Liicaſicr, being Baniſhed, whereby the ſaid King 
did act againſt the Bond of Charity, ra(hly viola- 
tins kis Oath aforeſaid. 

X. Item, Although the Crown of the Kingdom of 
Ensland, and the Rights of the {aid Crown, and 
that Kinsdome it {clf, have in all time paſt, been ſo 
tree, that our Lord the Pope, nor any other with- 
out the Kingdom, ought to concern himſelf about 
the ſame; Yet the aforelaid King, tor the Corros 
boration of 1ſuch his erronious ſtatutes, did make 
{upplication to our Lord the Pype, that he would 
confirm the ſtatutes ordained his laſt Parliament, 
whereupon our Lord the King obtained the Apo- 
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folick Letters, in which greivous Cenfures are de- 
nounced againſt any that ſhould prefume in any 
thing to a& contrary to the ſaid ſtatutes; all 
which are well known to tend againſt the Crown, 
and Royal dignity, and againſt the Statutes and 
Liberties of the {aid Kingcom. 

XI. Item, Although the Lord Henry now Duke 
of Lancaſter, by the Kings Command had preter- 
red his B:# touching the Stare and Honour of the 
King, againſt the Duke of Norfolk, and the fame 
had duly proſecuted ; fo that according to the 
Kings Order, he had exhibited himlelf in all 
Points preparcd for the Combate. And the faid 
King had declared, that the fſaic' '2uke of Larca- 
ſter had honourably performed his Devorr as much 
asin him lay, and this by a Decree publickly Pro- 
claimed before all the people Aﬀſembled at the ſaid 
Combate : Yet the {aid King without any Legal 
Reaſon whatſoever, did caule and command the 
laid Duke to be Baiſht for ten Years, againſt all 
Juſtice,and the Laws and Cuſtoms of his Kingdom, 
and the Law of War in that behalf, thereby dam- 
nably incurring Perjury. 

XII. Item, After the ſaid King had graciouſly 
granted by his Letters Patents, ro the Lord Henry 
now Duke of Lancaſter, that in his ablence whilft 
he was baniſht , his General Attorneys might pro- 
lecute for Livery to him to be made of all manner 
of Inheritances or Succeſlio.:s belonging unto him, 
and that his Homage ſhould be reipited, paying a 
certain reaſonable Fine; he injuriouſly d1d re- 
voke the ſaid Letters Patent, againſt the Laws of 
the Land, thereby incurring the Crime of Per- 
Jury, 

XII. tem, 
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XIII. Irem, Notwithſtanding that it was Enat?- 
ed, that every Year the Officers of the King with 
his Juſtices and others of the Kings Council;ſhould 
choole Sheriffs for all the Counties of England, and 
name them to our Lord the King, according as 
to their Diſcretion and Conſcience ſhould ſeem 
expedient, for the good and utility of the King- 
dom, the {ail King hath cauſed perlons to be 
made Sherifls, not ſo nominated or eletted, but 0- 
thers according to the Capricio's of his plealure, 
ſometimes his Faverrites or Creatures, and ſome- 
times fuch as he knew would not oppoſe his hu- 
mour, for his own and others private advantage, 
tothe great grievance of his People, and againſt 
the Laws of his Kinglom, thereby notorioully 1n- 

currins Perjury. 


XIV. Item, Atſuch time as the aforeſaid King 
requeſteJ and had of very many Lords and others 
of -his Kingdom , divers Sums of Mony by. way 
of Loan, to be aid again at a certain term, not- 
withſtanding the ſaid King faithfully promiſed by 
his ſeveral Letters Patent to the ſeveral perſons 
of whom he borrowed the faid Moneys, that at 
the term limited as aforeſaid, he would repay the 
{ame, yet he did not fulfill ſuch his Promiſe, nor 
are they yet ſatisfied the ſaid Moneys, whereby 
ſuch Creditors are much agrieved, and not only 
they, butmany others of the Kingdom repute the 
King unfaithful. 


KV. Jem, 
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XV. Item Whereas the King of England by the 
Revenue of his Kingdom, and the Patrimony be-_ 
longing to his Crows, 1s able to live honeſtly, 
without the oppreſhon of his People, as long as 
the Kingdom ts not burden'd with the Charge of 
Wars; yet the faid King in a manner for his whole 
time during the T rxces between the Kingdom of 
England and its Adverſaries, hath not only given 
away a great, yea indeed the greateſt part of his 
ſaid Patrimony, and this to unworthy perſons : 
But allo hath further impoſed on his SubjeRs fo 
many Burdens of Moneys granted , as it were 
eyery year of his Reign, that thereby he hath ex- 
treamly and too excelſively oppreſſed his People, 
to the Impoveriſhment of his Kingdom ; Not con- 
verting the Goods ſo levied to the Commodity 
and profit of the Ringdom of England, but pro- 
digally {quandring it away. for the Oftentation of 
his Name, and in Pomp and vain-glory : Whilſt 
great Sums of Money are owing in his Kingdom 
for the Yidtuals of his Houſhold, and other things 
bought, though .he hath abounded with Riches 
and Treaſures more than any of his Progenitors. 

XVI. Item, 1hefſaid King not willing to keep 
or Prote& the juſt Laws and Cuſtoms of his King- 
dom, but according to his Arbitrary Will, to do 
whatloever ſhould occur to his Deſires, fometimes 
and very often, when the Laws of his Kingdom 
have been expounded and declared to him by the 
Judges and others of his Council; and that they 
have deſired that he would do Juſtice according to 
thoſe Laws, hath expreſly and with an angry and 
haughty Countenance, taid, Toat his Laws were im 
his Mouth, and ſometimes , That they were in his 
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Breaſt : And that he himſelf alone could make and 
change the Laws of his Kingdom. And being ſedu- 
ced with that Opinion, d1d not fufter Juſtice to 
be done to very many of his Liege People, but by 
Threats and Terrors hath forced very many to 
ceale from the prolecution of Common Juſtice. 

XVII. em, That after certain Statutes had 
been made in Parliament, which always bind, till 
they arc {pecially revok*d by the Authority of an- 
other Parliament. The ſaid King deſiring to en- 
joy luch Liberty that no ſuch Statutes fhould ſo 
bind him, but that he might do and execute his 
pleaſure, ſubtlely procured a Petition to be pre- 
ferred in his Parlzament on the behalf of the Com- 
menalty of his Kingdom, and to be granted to him 
in general, That he might be as Free as any of bus 
Pro 7enttors were before him : By colour of which 
Petition and Conceſſion, the ſaid King hath very 
often commanded very many things to be done 
againſt {uch Statutes unrepealed ; ating therein 
expreſly and knowingly againſt -his Oath taken in 
his Coronationas aforcſaid. 

XVII. rem, Although it was Enatted and Or- 
aained, that no Sheriff ſhould hold his Office above 
one year together , but that three years ſhould 
pals, before he ſhould be again admitted to that 
Office : The faid King Richard fometimes for his 
own ſole Commodity , .and ſometimes at the 1n- 
ſtance of othe ers, for their. advantage, hath per- 
mitted and caufed certain Sheriffs to: ſtand aud re- 
"main continually ia their Offices, fometimes two, 
tometimes three Years, againſt the Tenor and et- 
fect of the Statute aforeſaid, thereby incurring 
Perry: and this is notorious, 'publick, and gene- 
rally ul ſpoken of, XIA, Jrem 
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XIX. Item, Although by the Srarute and Cz- 


ftom of his Realm in the calling together of every 


Parliament, his People in the leveral Counties of 
the Kingdom ought to be free in chooſing and de. 
puting two Knights to be preſent in ſuch Parlia. 
ment for cach relipeciive County, and to declare 
their Grievances, and to prolecute ſuch Remedtes 
thereupon, as to them (hall feem expedient. Yet 
the aforeſaid King, that in his Parliaments he 
might be able more freely to accompliſh the ef- 
tects of his head-ſtrong wall, did very often dire& 
his Gommanas to bis Sheriffs, that they ſhould cauſe 
to come to his Parliaments as Knights 0! the Shire, 
certain Perſons by the {ſaid King namec; which 
Knights being his Favourites he might lead, as 
often as he had done, ſometimes by various Ade- 
naces and Terrors, and lometimes by Gzfts, to con- 
{ent to thole things as were prejudicial to the 
Kingdom, and exceeding burdenftom to the Peo- 
ple; and efpecially to grant to the laid Ring a 
Subſidy on Wooll for the term of b:s life, and an- 
other Subſidy for certain Years, thereby too grie- 
vouſly oppreſiing his People. 

XX Jtem, The ſaid King that he might more 
freely fulfill and follow in every thing his own Ar- 
bitrary Will, did unlawfully caule and command, 
That the Sheriffs throughout his whole Realm, 


beſides their ancient accuſtomed Oath, ſhould fear 


that they would obey all bis Commands, as often as 
they ſhould be dire&ed to them, under his Great 
and Privy Seal, and alto his Letters under his Sig- 
net. And thatin caſe the ſaid Sherifts could come 
to know that any within their Baclwicks of what- 
foveyer condition they were, had publickly or le- 
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cretly ſaid or ſpoken any ill, that might tend to 
the diſgrace or {candal of his Royal Perſon, they 
ſhould Arreſt and Impriſon them, there {afely to 
be kept till they ſhould receive Command from 
the King to the contrary, as may be found in the 
Record ;, which Fa& may probably tend to the 
deſtruftion of many of the Liege People of the ſaid 
Kingdom. 

XXI. Item, The ſaid King ſtriving to trample 
under foot his People, and ſubtlely to acquire 
their Goods to himſelf, that he might abound in 
ſuperfluous Riches, did cauſe the People of Seven- 
teen Counties of the Realm to ſubmit themſelves 
to the King as Traytors, by Letters under their 
Seals: By colour whereof he got mighty Sums of 
Money to be granted him by the Clergy and People 
of thole Counties, for obtaining his Royal good 
Will and Favour; And though to pleaſe the Peo- 
ple, the King had cauled thoſe Obligatory Let- 
ters to be reſtored , yet the Procurators of the 
People having fuil power granted them to oblige 
themſelves and their Heirs to the ſaid Kg ; he 
the ſaid K:ng cauſed them under their Seals to be 
bound to him in the Name of the {aid People, and 
{o deceived his People, and ſubtlely extorted 
from them their Goods. *' 

XXI1l. tem, Although the ſaid King in his 
Coronation had {worn to keep the Liberties granted 
to the Aneglicane Church, yet the faid King by 
rea{on of his Voyage into Jreland, did by his Let- 
ters command very many Relzgious perſons , viz. 
Abbots and Priors of his Kingdom, ſtridtly requi- 
ring, that ſome of them ſhould -ſend to him cer- 
tain Horſes, and ſome of them not only any 
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but alſo Waggons and Carriages for his ſaid Voy- 
age, or in lieu thereof great Sums of Money in 
the {aid Letters expreſſed : By which manner of 
Writing he forced many of ſuch Rel:igrow out of 
fear to fulfill his Will and Command , whereby 
they were heavily :mpoveriſht and oppreſt in manifeſt 
derogation of Ecclefpaſtical Liberty ;, by which 
Pretext the ſaid King Richard did incur Per- 
jary. 
XXIII. 7em, In moſt of the great Royal Coun- 
cils, when the Lords of the Realm, the Judges 
and others, being charg'd that they would faith- 
fully Counſel the King in Matters relating to his 
State, and that of his Kingdom : he ſaid Lords, 
Juſtices, and others, very often in giving Counſel 
according to their beſt Diſcretion, have been by 
the King ſuddenly and ſo fiercely chidden and re- 
proved, that they have not dared to {peak the 
Truth, in giving their Advice for the Stare of the 
King and Kingdom. 

XXIV. Item, The Treaſure, Crowns, Reliques, 
and other Fewels, viz. The Gooas of the Kingdom, 
which time out of mind have been Repoſitcd in 
the Treaſury of the Kingdom, for the Honour of 
the King, and preſervation of his Kingdom, againſt 
any ſudden Evert or Exigency; the laid King go- 
ing out of his Kingdom into Ireland, did take a- 
way, and cauſed the ſame to be carried with him, 
without the conſent of the States of the Kingdom - 
Whereby this X:ingdom had been vaſtly impove- 
riſht, if God by the retaking of the ſaid Goods a- 
gainſt the ſaid Xizgs Will had not otherwite pro- 
vided. And furthermore the faid Xp did cauſe 
the Rolls of Recards touching the State and Govern- 
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ment of his K ingdom to be deſtroyed and raſed, to 
the great pre; :adice of his People and difinheri- 
ting of the Crown of the ſaid Kingdom : And all 
this, as *tis probably believed, in favour and ſup- 
port of his evil Governance. 

XXV. Item, 1 he ſaid King was wont as it were 
perpetually to be lo variable and diſſembling in 
his Words and Writings, and fo contrary to him- 
ſelf, and cipecially in writing to the Pope, and to 
Xings, and other Lords out of the Kingdom, and 
within it, and alto to others his Subjedts, that zo 
man liv oe that knew his Conditions could or 
would corfiae in him ; Nay) he was reputed ſo un- 
faithful and unconſtant, that it became ſcandalow 
not only to his own perion, but allo tothe whole 
Kingdom, and eſpecially amongſt Foreigners of all 
the' World that came to know the ſame. 

XXVI. Irem, Although the Lands and Tene- 
ments, the Goods and Ch. reels of every Freeman by 
the Laws of the Realm uſed from all time heretofore, 
ought not to be taken from him unleſs they be 
forfetted : Yet the ſaid Kg porpoſing and long- 
ins to weaken ſuch Laws, in the preſence of very 
many Lords and others of the Commonalty of the 
Kingdom, hath frequently ſid and affirmed — Thar 
the life of every one of his Sub'ects, and bis Lanas, 
Tenements, Goeds, and Chattels, are his ( the faid 
Kings) at "this will and pleaſure, without any forfet- 
ture, Which is utterly againſt the Laws and Cu- 
ſftoms of the Kingdom aforeſaid. 

XXVII. Tem , Although it was EnaRed and 
Ordained, and. is hitherto Confirmed , That no 
Freeman ſhall be taken, &c. nor any way deſtroyed; 
ara that the King ſhall not paſs, nor ſend any to paſs 


pen 
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upon him, but by the lawful Fudgment of his Peers, 
or by the Law of the Land : Yet by the Will, Com- 
mand and Order of the {aid King, very many of 
his Liege People being maliciouſly accuſed tor ha- 
ving publickly or ſecretly ſaid ſomething that 
might tend to the diſpraiſe, ſcandal, or diſgrace 
of the perſon of the ſaid King, have been taken 
and Impritoned, and brought before the Conſta- 
ble and Aſarſhal of England in. the Court Military, 
in which Court the faid Liege People being accu- 
{ed would not be admitted to make any other 4#- 
ſwer, than that they were no way guilty , and 
would juſtific the ſame and defend themlelves by 
their Bodies, and not otherwile ; notwithſtanding 
their f Appellors were young men, ſtout and luſty, 
and thole {o acculed, ancient and impotent, maim'd 
or infirm; whereby not only deſtruction of the 
Lirds and Grandees of the Kingdom, but allo of 
all and ſingular perſons of the Commonalty of the 
ſame may probably entue : Since theretore the 
laid Kins hath willully acted contraiy to tuch a 
Statute of his Kingdom, "tis net to be doubted but 
he hath thereby incurred the Crime of Perjury. 
XXVIII. rem, Although the People of the 
Realm of England, by vertue of their Lezgeance are 
tully enough bound to their Kz2g , and the faid 
King by the Laws and Cuſtoms of his Kingdom, is 
enabled to Correct and puniſh his People, if in any 
kind they Tra#ſoreſs; yet the faid King defiring 
to trample on, and too much opprels his People, 
that he might the more freely execute and follow 
the Humour of his fooliſh and rnlawful Will, by 
his Letters to all the Counties. of his Kingdom, did 
Injoyn and Command , That all his Subjects as 
P. 4 well 
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well Spiritual as Temporal , ſhould make certain 
Oaths in general which were too grievous to them, 
and which might probably caule the final deſtru- 
fon of his People; and that they ſhould confirm 
{uch their Oaths under their Letters and Seals. To 
which Royal Command, the People of his King- 
dow did ſubmit and pay Obedience that they 
might not incur his Indignation or Difpleaſure, 
and alſo for fear of Death. 

XXIX. Item, When Parties contending in the 
Eccleſtaſtical Court in Caſes meerly EccleſiaFtical 
and Spzritzal, had endeavoured to obtain from the 
Chancellor of England, Prohibitions to hinder the 
lawful Proceſs in the {2id Courts; and the ſaid 
Chanceller had juſtly refuſcd to grant the ſame, 
yet the ſaid King by Letters under his Signet, has 
frequently prohibited the Fccleſraſtical Fudges ro 
proceed in fuch Cauſes, thereby evilly infringing 
the Liberties of the Church in the Grand Charter 
approved, to the Contervation whereof he was 
ſworn, and damnably incurring Perjury , and the 
Sentence of Excommunication againſt fuch Friela- 
tors thereof by the Holy Fathers Pronounced. 

XXX. Trem, the laid Kings without any realona- 
ble or lawfuil cauſe whattoever, or any other pro- 
ceſs of Law, did in his Parliament, encompals'd in 
warlike manner by armed men, adjudge Thomas 
of Arundel, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Pri- 
mate of all Exuland, his Spiritual Father, abſenting 
himlelf by the Treacherous Countell of the (aid 
King, to Banifſhment againſt the Laws of his King- 
dom, ſo by him {worn toas aforeſaid. 

KXXI. Item, by InſpeRion of the Teſtament 
of the ſaid King ; Sealed with the great and my 
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Seal, and alſo with his Signet, among other things 
there is contained this clauſe or Article. —* Item, 
© we will that the reſidue of our Gold (the true 
© debts of our Houlc-hold,Chamber, and Wardrobe, 
© being paid, for payment whereof we bequeath 
© Twenty I houſand Marks, reſerving to our Exe- 
© cutors, Five or Six Thouſand Marks : which wee 
© will by them to be expended towards the more 
* plentifull maintainance of the Lepers, and Chap- 
© [ains, to celebrate before them, .by us founded at 
© Weſtminſter, and Bermondeſeye) ſhall remain to our 
* Succeflor, provided alwaics that he approve, ra- 
*tify and confirm, and hold, and cauſe to be hol- 
* den, and firmly obſerved, all and fingular, the Sta- 
* tutes, Ordinances, and Judgments, made, given, 
*and rendred in our Parliament , begun at Weſt. 
*min5ter, the 17th day of the Month September, 
*in the one and Twentieth Year of our Reign, and 
*in the ſame Parliament, continued at Shrewsbury, 
*and there holden, and alſo, al] the Ordinances, 
© Judgments, and Eftabliſhments, the 16th day of 
© September, in the 22th Year of our Reign, at 
© Coventry, and afterwards at Weſtminſter, the 18th 
f day of March, in the Year aforeſaid, by the Au- 
© thority of the ſaid Parliament. And likewite all 
*other Ordinances, and Judgments , which ſhall 
© hereafter happen to be made by Authority of the 
{aid Parliament : But otherwiſe, if our ſaid Suc- 
© cefſor ſhall refuſe to do the Premiſſes, (which we 
* do not believe ) Then we will that Themas Duke 
* of Surry, Edward Duke 4d? Aumarle, Fohn Duke 
of Exeter, and William le Scrop, Earl of Wiltſhire, 
* (paying firſt the Debts of our Houſhold, our Cham- 


” *ber, and our Wardrobe, and reſerving Five or Six 
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© Thouſand Marks, as abovelaid,) ſhall have and 
© hold all the {aid Reſidue above mention-d, for to 
©ſupport and defend the {aid Statutes, Eftabliſh- 
©ments, Ordinances, and Juigments to their ut- 
© moſt power, even unto Death, it it be neceſſary : 
- Upon all which, and every part, we do hereby 
© charge and burden their Conlciences as they will 
© anſwer in the day of Judement. BY which Ar- 
ticle it may evidently enough appear : Thar the 
faid King did obſtinately ſtrive to maiytain and de- 
fend thole Statutes, and Ordinances, which are 
erroneous and unjuſt, and repugnant to all Law and 
Reaſon. And this not only during his Life, but 
after his Death too, ne:ther regarding the Peril of 
his own Soul, nor yet the utter det tru&ion of his 
{aid Kingdom, or Leige Pcopte 
XXXU. Jrem, in the 11th Year of the {aid Ring 
Richard, he theÞaid King in the Chappel of his 
Mannor of La# ley, in tne Pre: lence of the Dukes 
of Lancaſter , and Yorb , and very miny other 
Lords, deſiring: (as it hath appeared) that his Un- 
cle the Duke of Gloceſier , then there pretent, 
fhould fully confide in the g00d will of him the 
laid King, did voluntarily and of his own ACccorc., 
ſwear before the venerable Sacrament of the Lords 
Body, there placed upon the Altar, that thence- 
forwards he would never endanmare, trouble, or 
orreve him, the {.id Duke of Gliceſter, tor any of 
his deeds which were ſaid to have been committed 
againſt the Perſon of him the faid Ring; _Bur did 
cheerfully and totally forgive him all his otlence, if 
any were. Yet dfrervwards; notwithſtanding tuch 
Oath, the ſaid King did horribly and cruelly "cauſe 


the fid Duke to be murdered, for {uch the before 
»1etended 
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pretended offences, thereby incurring the Guilt of 
damnable Perjury. 

XXXIII. Item, after one of the Knights of the 
Shires, of the ſaid Kingdom, having a voice in Par- 
liament, had Impeached the ſaid Lord Thomas, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, upon certain defaults, 
committed againſt the Kings Majeſty, as was un- 
truely {uggeſted : and the {aid Archbiſhop, pre- 
{ently then and there offercd himſelf ready to an- 
{wer the matters charged upon him; and deſired 
that he might be thereunto admitted by the King, 
not doubting as he ſaid, but he ſhould be able, ſuffi- 
ciently to ſhew his Innocence; Yet the aid King, 
contriving by all the ways and means he could , to 
opprels the ſaid Biſhop of Carterbyry, and ruin his 
Eſtate, (as the event of the matter has declared) 
{peaking graciouſly, and with a cheerfull- counte- 
nance to the {aid Archbiſhop, from his Royal Seat, 
did adviſe and very carneſtly requeſt him, that at 
that time, he would hold his Peace, and expeR a 
better and more fit time to make his defence; 
which day being paſſed, the ſaid King from day 
to day, for Five days or more, did franch1 !lently and 
treacherouſly deceive the {aid Archbihop, coun- 
{cling him, and perſwading him, that he would 
not come to the Parliament, but wait at home 
without any fear, becaule, as the {aid King faith- 
folly did promite him, there ſhould not in his ab- 
ſence any lois or prejudice be done or happen to 
him. Notwithſtanding all which, the {aid King in 
his Paxliament aforeſaid, did in the mean time ad- 
judge the faid Archl biſhop to be baniſhed, during 
the Kings pleaſure, though abſent, and never any 
way called to anlyer, and without any reaſonablic 

caule, 
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cauſe whatſoever; and alſo voluntarily againſt the 
Laws of the Kingdom, and all Juſtice Confiica- 
ted all his Goods, whereby he likewite became 
Guilty of Perjury. Burt furthermore, the faid 
King being williag to Palliate his Malice an ſub- 
tlety, by flattering diſcourles which he oft-times 
had with the faid Archbithoo, dil endeavour to 
clear himlelf of ſuch inj.ry done, and make as if 
it were the doings of others, infomuch that the 
Archbiſhop diſcourſing with the King, and with 
the Duke of Norfolk, and other Lords, agd great 
men of the Kingdom : and happening to iiy by 
way of Lamenting his own Condition, That he 
was not the firſt that had ſuffered Baniſhment, nor 
ſhould he be the laſt ; For he thought ina ſhort 
time the Duke of Norfolk, and other Lords would 
follow him, and confidently averred to the King; 
That all the Rigour of thele procecdings,-would 
finally be returned back on his own Head. To which 
the ſaid King as aſtoniſhed incontinently replyct ; 
That he verily thought i: minht ſo happen, and that he 
himſclf mszht and inaced ought to be expelPd his Kinz- 
dom by his Leige People, And further the ſaid Kins 
{aid, that if the fame ſhould happen, He would con- 
vey himſelf to the fame place, where the ſaid Archbi- 
fhop ſheuld be. And that the Archbiſhop might the 
rather Credit his words : He ſhowed him a certain 
great Jewel, [_ Aonile, a Brooch, or T ablet,] Curi- 
ouſly formed, underneath the skirt of his outward 
veſtment. 'Intimating for ceectain to the ſaid Arch- 
biſhop, that when ever he ſhould ſend that Jewel 
for a Token, he would not delay to come thither, 
where the ſaid Archbiſhop ſhould be reſident: 
And that the faid Archbiſhop might more confide 
E iQ 
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in him; the ſail King ſent to him, adviſing him, 
that he ſhould privately ſend all his Jewels, and 
other things of value, belonging to his Chappel, 
unto him the ſaid King; For the ſafe keeping 
thereof, leſt by celogr of. the before mentioned 
Judgment, any one ſhould wrongfully ſeize the 
ſame. Which under the greateſt confidence in the 
World being done, the ſaid King cauſed him to 
repoſite the taid goods in certain Coffers : and the 
laid Coffers to be locked ap, and ſealed by one of the 
Archbifſhops Clerks, and keeping the {aid Coffers 
by him, returned the Keys thereof by the ſaid 
Clerk to the Archbiſhop, Yet afterwards unknown 
to the {aid Archbiſhop, cauſed the ſaid Coffers to 
be broken open, and difpoſed of the goods there- 
in, at his will and plealure.-- Furthermore the ſaid 
King faithfully promiſed the ſaid Archbiſhop, that 
if he would but repair te the Port of Hampton, in 
order to go out of the Realm, he would at leaſt by 
the Interceſſion of the Queen, get him Recalled. 
And if it ſhould happen, that he the {aid Archbiſhop 
ſhould go out of the Realm, he ſhould without fail 
return into England, before Eafter next following, 
nor ſhould in any kind loſe his Archbiſhoprick : 
And this he faithfully promiſed, ſwearing upon the 
Crols of the late Martyr S. Thomas, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, by him the {aid King, corporally tou- 
ched ; all which promiſes notwithſtanding, the faid 
King forced the {aid Archbiſhop to depart the 
Realm : And forthwith tranſmitted ſpecial Letters 
to the Apoſtolical See, to have him Tranſlated. 
And fo and by other Frauds, and deceitful Tricks 
of the {aid. Kings; the faid Archbiſhop being a 
well-meaning believing man, was ſubtlely circum- 
vented, AND 
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AND becauſe it ſeemed to all the Eſtates of the 
Realm, being asked their Judgments thereupon, as 
well feverally as jointly. 7] hat thele caules of 
Crimes and Defaults were ſufficient and notorious 
to depole the {aid King; Conſidering allo his own 
Confeſſion of his infutliciency and other things 
contained in his {aid Renunciation and Ceſlion, o- 
penly delivered, all the taid States) did unani 
mouſly conſent, that ex abundazti, that they ſhould 
proceed unto a Depoſition of the laid King ; for 
the greater ſecurity, and tranquillity of the Peo- 
ple, and benefit of the Kingdom. Whereupon the 
faid States and Commons unanimoully conſtituted, 

and publickly deputed certain Commitſioners, vx. 
The Biſhop of S. Aſaph, the Abbot of Glaſſenbary, 
the Earl of G/ecefter, the Lord Berkley, Sir Thomas 
trpyacham , and Sir Thomas Grey, Knights, and 
William Thirny:g, one of the Juſtices, to pals fuch 
fentence of Depoſition: ; And to depole the ſaid 
King R:coara, from all Kingly dignity, Majeſty, 

and Honour, on the behalf and in the name, and by 
ho Autnority of all the faid States, as in like 
Caſes, from the Antient Cuſtom of the ſaid King- 
dom had been obſerved. And forthwith the taid 
Commiſſioners takings upon themtelves,the burthen 
of the ſaid Commiſſion, and fitting on a Tribunal 
before the ſaid Royal Chair of State, having firſt 
had ſome debate of the matter,did on the behalf and 
in the name, and by the Authority aforclaid, paſs 
the {aid Sentence of Depoſition, being reduced into. 
writing, and cauſed fuch their Sentence to be read 
and recited by the {aid Biſhop of 5. Aſaph, their 

Collegue, by the Will and Command of the reſt of 


the faid CommilGoners : - In theſe words, 1 
fo 
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N the Name of Sod, Amen: »e John 
Biſhop of Alaphy, John Abbot of wv 
ſeabury, Thomas Earl ff Gloceſter, Thoma 
Lord Berkley, Thomas de Erpingham, == 
Thomas Gray, Kniohts, ad William Thir- 
nyng Fuſtice, C tamilimners ſpecially deputed 
to the Matters under written, by the Peers 
and Lords Spiritual azd Temporal of the 
Kingdom of England, and the Commons of 
the ſaid Kingdom ; Repreſenting all Eſtates 
( or Conattions) of the ſaid Realm, ſitting in 
Tribunal, and baving conſidered the multiply- 
ca Perjuries, Cruelty, anda very many other 
Crimes of the ſaid Richard, tonching his 0- 
vernment committed ana perpetrated tn bis 
Kingdomes and Dominions aforeſaid, during the 
re of his Governance, And before the ſaid 
States, openly and publick! ly propounaed, exhibi- 
ted, eadi recited; which have been ind are [0 
publick, notorious, manifeſt,ana ſcandalous, that 
they could not or can be concealed with deni- 
al or excuſe. Aund conſidering likewiſe the con- 
fefſion of the ſaid Richard, acknowledging 
and reputing, and truly, and of his own certain 
knowledge , judging bimſe If to have been and 
to be utterly inſufficient and unmect for the 
rule and DOVEYrHIREAE of the [ate 11% | Kin2aoms ana 
Dominions, and their App. rtenances, aud for 
ſuch his notorions demerits, worthy to be aepo- 
ſed, 


2038 Thelifeand Beigt 
ſed, as by him the ſaid Richard, was before de- 
clared, and by bis will and Command, publiſh- 
ed before the ſaid States, and made known and 
expoſed to them in the vulgar Tongue, ha- 
wing already had diligent deliberation upon 
theſe things and all ethers, tranſaited in this 
Affair before the ſaid States and us, we do on 
the behalf and in the name, and by the Autho- 
rity to us inthis matter committed, ex abun- 
danti, ad for Caution pronounce, decree and 
declare him the ſaid Richard, to have been, 
and to be unfit, unable, and utterly inſufficient 
for, and unworthy of the Rule and Govern- 
ment of the ſaid Kingdoms, and the Dominion, 
and Rights, and Appurtenances of the ſame, 
and for and by reaſon of the Premiſſes, to be de- 
ſervedly Depoſed of, and from all Royal Dipnity 
and Honour, if any thing of ſuch Dignity and 
Honour were yet remaining in him, And with 
the ſame Caution we ao Depoſe him by this our 
difinitive ſentence in writing ; Expreſly for- 
biding all and ſingular the Lords, Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, 4-4 Prelates, Dukes, Mar- 
ueſſes, Earls, Barons, Knights, Vaſlals, 
aud Valvaſlors, and other Subjetts, and Leige 
people of the ſaid Kingdoms and Dominion, and 
ether places to the ſaid Kingoms and Dominion 
belonzing, that henceforth none of them ſhall 
any way obey or regard the ſaid Richard, as 


King or Lord of the ſaid Kingdom and Dominion, 
Further- 
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Furthermore the ſaid States willing that nothing 
ſhould be wanting which might be of value, or 
ought to be required touching the Premiſſes, being 
feverally interrogated thereupon, did conſtitute 
the ſame Perſons that were before nominated 
Commiſſioners, to be their procurators, jointly 
and ſeverally to reſign and give back to the ſaid 
King Richard, the Homage and Fealty to him be- 
fore made, and to intimate to him, if it ſhould 
be requiſite, all the Premiſes, touching ſuch his 
Depoſition and Renunciation, 

And then preſently, as foon as it appeared by 
the Premidlles, and the occaſion of them : .That the 
Crown of England, with its Appurtenances was 
vacant, the aforelaid Hexry Duke of Lancaſter, ri. 
fing up from his place, and ſtanding lo ereRed as he 
might conveniently be ſeen by the people, and 
humbly fortifying himſelf with the Sign of the : 
Croſs on his Forehead, and on his Breaſt, having 
alſo firſt called upon the name of Chriſt, did claim 
the ſaid Ringdom fo vacantas aforeſaid, with its 
Crown and all its Members and Appurtenances. In 
this form of words in his Mother Tongue. 
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JN the name of Fader, Don, and Yoly 
Gott, J Henry of Lancaſter, chalenge 
this Rewme of Yoglonde, and the Croun 
vith all the Bcmbers, andthe Jppurte=- 
nances,als J that am dcſcendit,be Bight 
Line of the Blode, comyng fro the Gude 
Lo2d King Henry Therde, and thozghe 
that riait that God of His Szace hath 
ſent mee, with Helpe of my Kyn, and of 
my Frendes (o recover it; The which 
Kewime was in poynt to be ondone foz de- 
fautot Governance, and undoyng of the 
Gude Lawes, 


After which Claim and Challenge, as well the 
Lords Spiritual as Temporal, and all the States 
tacre preſent, being ſeverally and joyntly interro- 
gated, what they thought of that Claim ? The 
{aid States with the whole People without any 
dificulty or delay, did unanimouſly conſent, that 
the {aid Duke ſhould Reign over them. And forth- 
with, as the ſaid King ſhewed to the States of the 
Kingdo:a, the Signet of King Richard, deliveres 
to hint as a token of his will, that he ſhould fucceed 
him as aioretaid ; the faid Archbiſhop taking the 
{aid King Henry by the Right Hand, ledhim to the 
Roval Chair of State : And after the faid King 
Kneeling lown before it, had prayed a little while, 
the {aid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, aſſiſted by the 
\rcnbiſop of York, did place the ſaid King, and 

:0te him to fit in the faid Royal Seat; All- the 
people 
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people wonderfully ſhouting for joy, and by and b 
the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, having wit 

much ado, procured filence from the oyer joy'd 
multitude, made a ſhort diſcourſe, or Oration it 
thele words. 


Vir Dominabitur populo, 4 man ſhall 
Reign over my people, 1 Sam.9 17. Theſe are 
the words of the King of Kings ſpeaking to Sa: 
muel, ana teaching him how a perſon ſhould be 
qualified to Rule , finte the people deſired to 
have a King given, 4nd nt unfitly may they 
be ſaid of our Lord the King whom we behold 
thu day , and if we but intimately conſider 
theſe words, they afford us matter of great 
Conſolation ; for God does not threaten us as he 
did formerly hw people by Iſaiah, ſaying, Ta, 3. 
I will make Children to rule over them : 
Byt according to his Compaſſion, who tn his 
wrath remembreth mercy, he hath viſited his 
people, and now no more Children ( as here- 
fire) ſhall Lord it over them. For the Loyd 
ſaith to them, A man Wall rule { 0f the /zte 
Rulers of this Kingdom or any of them, one 
might have fitly ſaid that of the Apoſtle, Cor. 
13. I ſpake as a Child, Iunderſtood as a 
Child, I thought as a Child. The Apoſtic 
repeats it thrice, As a Child, I ſpake, 1 un- 
derſtood and thought. As 70 ſpeech 'z77 
certain that a Child s unconſtant i ſpeat- 
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ing, he eaſily ſpeaks true, and as eaſily falſe, is 
ready in words to promiſe, but what he prom t- 
ſes he preſently forgets. Now theſe are things 
very incouventent and dangerous in 4 King ; 
mor ts it poſſible that any Realm ſhall land long 
in happineſs where theſe Conditions bear ſway, 
But from ſuch miſchiefs a Kingdom us freed, 
whoſe Scepter is ſwayd by a Man, for it be- 
longs to a Man to ſet a watch before his Tongue 
axd ſuch u our preſent happineſs, over whom 
0t a Child, but a Man #« ſet, and ſuch an 
one, as I hope we may ſay of him That in Ec- 
clel. 9. Bleſſed is the man that hath not cr- 
red with his Tongue. Ther ſaith the Apo- 
ftle, T underſtood as a Child : Now 4 Child 
reliſhes wothing but flatteries 4nd pleaſing 
things, and underſiands only Bawbles and 
Trifles, az# loves not one that argues accord- 
ing to truth, yea indeed hates him beyond all 
meaſure, Bnt heretofore amongſt us Truth 
was trampled under foot, ſo thit none durſt 
ſpeak it , and therefore "tis plain and appa- 
reat enourh, that He that then Reign a un- 
derſtood as a Child. For 4 man # xt addr- 
ed to ſuch things, but underitands wiſdom, 


ſo that by the Grace of God it may be ſaid of 


bim, as it is written Ecclel. 9. Bleſſed is the 
man that abideth.in wiſdom. For as a Child 
7s delighted in Vanity, ſo a man has revard to 
Truth ava Wildom : Trath therefore ſhall 
enter 
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enter and Vanity depart, which has done IC 
much miſchief in our Nation ; for now a Man 
{hall Rule, who ſeeks after Truth, and not Va- 
nity or Flattery. Thirdly, 1t is ſaid, I thought 
as a Child, for a Child thinks and ſtudies 
only hows to have his humour, and do things ac- 
cording to his own wall, and not according to 


Reaſon : Therefore when a Child Reigns, there 


only Self-will Reigns, and Reaſon w bariſht, 
and Conſtancy # put to flight, andgreat dan- 
ger enſues , from which danger we are deli- 
vered, for a Man ſhall rule over us; to wit, 
One that ſpeaks not like a Child, but thus, as 
one that has the perfeftion of Reaſon. —1 come 
not todo my own will, but the will of him 
that ſent me ; to wzt, of God : And therefore 
of ſuch a man we will ſay not only that he will 
abide in wiſdom, but alſo that as a Man, not 
a Chila, he will meaitate on the Circumſpecti- 
on of God , that ts, he will every way diligent- 
ly obſerve that Gods will #ot his own be done, 
and fo in the ſtead of a Ehild wantonins in foo- 
liſh ſtubborn humors, a Man ſhall Reign, and 
ſuch a 14an, that it ſhall be ſaid of him, —— A 
King ſhall Reign in wiſdom, and he ſhall 
execute Judgment and do Jultice in the 
Earth, 


Q2 Which 


230 The Life and Reign 


Which Darrangue being ended the 
faid Lord King Yenry to appeaſe the minds 
of his Subjects, did then and there utter 
theſe words, 


Dirs, Jthank God and z3owe Spirt- 
tuel and Cempozel, and all the Iſtates 
of the Lond, and do3owe to vwyte, it es 
noght my will that no man thynke that 
be way of Conqueſt J wold difherit any 
man of yis Yeritage, Franches, o2 other 
Byghts that Hhym aght to have, no put 
hym out of that that ye has, and has had 
by the gude Laws and Cuſtoins of the 
Rewme : Except thoſe perſons that has 
ben agan the gude purpoſe and the com- 
mune pzoht of the Kewme. 


And forthwith conſidering, that by the former 
vacancy of the Royal Throne, by the Ceſſion and 
Depoſition aforeſaid, all power of Juſtices, Sheriffs, 
and other Officers, throughout the Ringdom was 
cealed, therefore to the end, that there might be 
no failure nar delay in the adminiſtration of Juſtice, 
to the grievance of the People, he cauſed princi- 
pal Orficers and Juſtices to be made and ſworn to 
him with the uſual Oaths. And it was immediate- 
ly proclaimed by the Kings Command, that on 
Z4 nday next, after the ſaid Feaſt of "4 Michael, 
a Parlian, cnt ſhould be held, and celebrated. Aa 
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that on the Monday following that, that is to ſay 
on the Feaſt of $. Edward, ſhould be the Corona- 
tion of the faid King at Weſtminſter, and that all 
thoſe that could claim any {ſervice in the ſaid Co. 
ronation, ſhould come to the Whrte-hall, of the 
Palace before the Steward , Conſtable, and Mar- 
ſhall of England, on Saturday next, before the day 
of the {aid Parliament, to make their juſt demands 
in that behalf, and receive Right therein. But as 
for the ſhortning the day aſſigned to the Parlia- 
ment, there was a Proteſtation made by the King, 
That it was not his intent that thereby any pre- 
judice ſhould be brought upon the States of his 
Kingdom ; nor that the ſame for the future ſhould 
be drawninto Example ; But that ſuch Abbrevia- 
tion of Time was only made for the benefit and 
profit of the Kingdom, and eſpecially te ſave the 
L.abour and Expences of ſeveral of his people, and 
that the Grievances of the people might be the 
{zoner remedied. 

Afrer which the King ariſing from his Royal 
Throne, and beholding the people with a cheer- 
'ull and benign Countenance, retired himſelf 
from thence, all the people rejoycing. And the 
{ime day in the Whire-Hall aforeſaid, made a ſo- 
lein Feaſt to the Nobles and Gentry there in a 
vaſt multitude aſſembled. 

And afterwards, viz. on Wedzeſday next fol- 
lowing, the before named Procurators {o deputed 
as aforeſaid, did according as they were comman- 
ded, repair into the Preſence of the ſaid late 
Kings Ric»ard being within the Tower aforeſaid, 
and the faid Sir Wiliam Thirnyng the Juſtice, for 
himſelf and his Companions and Fellow-Procura- 
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tors, in the Name of all the States and People a- 
foreſaid , did notifie and fully declare unto the 
{aid Rich, rd, their Admiſſion of his laid Renuncia- 
710, and the Manner, Caute and Form. of ſuch ſen- 
tence of Depoſitzor, and preſently did reſign and 
give back to the {aid late King Richard the He- 


mage and Fealty formerly to him made as afore- 
ſaid : With theſe words. 


The Worps which Willam 


Thirnyng ſpake to Monfire Ri- 
chard late King of England at the 
Tower of London in bis Cham- 
ber, on Wedneſday next after the 
Fe -af of S. Michael the Archanoel, 


were 45 follow : 


Ire, Jt 18 wele know to390w,that ther 

was a Parlement ſcmon'd of all the 
Dtates of the Keaume foz to be at V/clt- 
myltre, and to begin on tbe Tucday in 
the SPom of the Flt of S. Miche! the 
Archangel, that was 3eitcrday ; by cauſe 
of the which Summons all ti;ze 8 States 
of this Lond were there gadzr'D, the 
which States hole made thes ſame per- 
lones that ben comen yere to 50we now, 
her Pzocurato2s , and gaven hem futil 
Aintounte and Power, and charged u_ 
+ | 02 
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fo2 to ſay the wozds that we (hall ſay to 
30w in her Naime, and on their behalve ; 
that is to wytten, the BiGhop of DSeint 
Aſla fox Ersbilhoppes and YB.thoppes, 
the Ybbot of Glaſtenbury foz Abbots and 
Paiours, and all other men of holy 
Chirche , DSeculers and Uewelers , the 
Earle oi Glouceſtre, fo2 Dukes and Eris, 
the Lozd of Berkley, foz Barons and 
Banerettes, Sir Thomas Irpyngham 
Chamberleyn, foz all the Bachilers and 
Commons of this Lond be South ; Sir 
Thomas Grey foz all the Dachtlirs and 
Commons by Nozth , and my {elawe 
Johan Markham , and me toz to come 
with Hem foz all thes States. And ſo, 
Syre, theſe wozds and the Doing that 
we ſall ſay to 30we, ts uot onlych onr 
voordes, but the wozdes and the boyngs 
of all the States of this Lond, and oiwr 
Charge and in her Name. 

And He anſwered and ſaid , That he 
twylte wele that we wold noght lay but 
aS we vere charged. 

Sire, 3e rteinembee 30we wwrle that on 
Moneday in the Feſt of Deint Michel the 
Irchaungel ryght here in this Thamber, 
and in what p2elence 3e renounced and 
Ceſled of the State of Kynge and of 
Lozd:thip ; and of all the Zrgnite and 
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Uyrthip that longed thereto, and aſſoi- 
led all 3our Leiges of her Ligeance and 
Obeiſance that longed to 3owe uppe che 
fourme that is contened inthe ſame Re- 
nunciation and Cellton, whiche 5e redde 
zZour ſelf by zour mouth, and affermed it 
byzour Othe, and by zour owne wziting. 
Upon whicye ze made and D2deined zour 
P!2ocuratours the Ergbilhop of Zork and 
the Biſhop of Hereford, foz to notifte and 
declare in 5our Naine thes R2nunctation 
and Ceſſion at Weſtmynſtre to all the 
States, and all the People that was 
there gadyr d,bycauſe of the ſummons a- 
fozeſaid, the which thus Don yeſterday by 
thes Lo2ds zour ÞP:ocuratours, and wele 
herde and underſtouden thes Renuncia- 
tion and Ceſſion ware pleneltch and fre- 
lich accepted, and fullich agreed by all 
th? Dtates and People fozeſard, And 
over this Sire, at the Jnſtance of all thes 
States and Pcople, ther ware certain 
Articles of Defautes in 53our Governance 
redde there, and tho wele herd and pleine- 
lich und:rKouden to all the Dtates foze- 
ſatd, hem thoght hem ſo trewe, and [6 
notozie and knowen, That by tho Cau- 
ſes, and by imo other, as thet ſayd, and 
havynx Conſideration to z2ur own 


wozdes in zour own RBenu.3cation and 
Ceſlion; 
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Ceſſion, that 5e were not wozthy. no ſuf- 
ficient ne able foz to Hoverne, toz z0ur 
ovne demerites, as it 1s moze plernerlich 
contened therein ; hem thogyt that wos 
relonable and caule foz to dDepoſe 3owe, 
and her Commiſſaries that they mate 
and o2dew'd, os it is of RKecozd ther de- 
clared and Decreed and adjudged 3ow foz 
to be Depoled and pzyved, and indede De- 
poſed 30we and pzyved 3owe of the Alta- 
te of King, and of the Lozdclhip contein- 
ed in the Kenunciation and Ceſſion foz- 
(ayd, and of all the dignite aud vyrſhipp, 
andof all the Adminiſtration that longed 
thereto. And we pzocuratozs to all thes 
States and People fozſayd os we be 
charged by hem, and by her Auctozite gyk- 
fen us, andin her naine zelde 30w uppe 
fo2 all the States and People, fozſayd 
Domage Leige, and Feaute, and all Let- 
geance, and all other Bondes, Charges, 
gud Dervices that long therto, and that 
non of all thes States.,and People fro 
thys txme ſozward ne bere 3owe Ferth,ne 
Dd 5owe Dbetſance os to thar King. 

And he an[wered and ſeyd, that he lo- 


 kednot ther after, but he ſayde. that af- 


ter all this he hopedthat is Ccſzn wolde 
begoode L92d to hym, | 
{HANES Th Thus 


Thus far the Record, word for word Tranſlated 
out of the Latine and French, and the Engliſh reci- 
ted in the Old Words, and obtolete {pelling as it 
ſtands in the Rolls remaining in the Tower, the 
fame being atteſted to have been Examined and 
foun1 to agree therewith, 


Thus tracing the ſeries of ſtory, we have attended 
this unhappy Prince through all the Stages of 
Grandeur, and ſeen how by over-ſtraining at 
t00 abſolute a power, he fatally came to be de- 
prived of his betore unqueſtioned Dominion, 
{o thaton a {udden he was abandoned, delpiſed, 
and reduced to the Condition of a private man, 
a State {o much worſe than that of Death, as it 
{uffered him to lurvive his Honour, and remain 
only a Monument of his own Ignominy, and the 
Trivimphs of his Succeſſor. 


Yet this Aftid:oz laſted not very long, for there 
are {eldom many Steps between the Priſons and the 
Graves of Princes. Though in truth his Fate 
ſcems to have-been accelerated by the vain attempts 
of pretended Friends to reſtore him , rather than 
by any predeſignment of thole that had diſpolefſed 
him. For at firſt after his Depoſition, he was car- 
ried to Leeds-Caſile in Kent, and there kept under 
a competent Guard as a Priſoner , but not in any 
very cloſe Confinement, nor yet withoat Princely 
Maintenance in lome proportion to his quondam 
Quality. 

On Monday, the 29th of September, 1399. was 
the ſaid King Richards Reſignation z on the next 
day he was Depoled by the Parliament, and Henry 
made the faid claim to the Crown, and acually 

began 
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began his Rezcn as King. On the 6th of Offober a 
Parliament meets that was Summoned by him in his 
own Name , and on erday the 13th of the {ame 
Ottober, he was Crowned, being the ſame day of 
the Month on which in the very laſt year he re- 
ccived Sentence of Baniſhment, 

The better to eſtabliſh his new afſumed T hrone, 
he began with Acts of Clemercy, as hoping to pur- 
chaſe new Friends , or at leaſt extinguiſh old En- 
mities;, the Dukes of Armerle and Exeter, the Earl 
of Salisbury, and the Lord Adorley ( all Priomds's 
to the late King Richard ) he freely pardon'd;, yet 
could not this unexpetted favour (at which the 
common people not a little murmur'd, as being 
they thought wdeſerv'd ) reſtrain thele yery 
Noblemen from hazarding their own Lives, and 
Hi too , for whole ſake they pretended to ven- 
ture them, in attempting freſh Diſturbances. For 
before King Henry had reigned two years, they, 
with ſeveral othets, enter'd into a Confederacy 
(firſt hatch*d, ?tis ſaid, by the Abbot of Weſtmn- 
ſter) to deſtroy him, by ſurprizing him at a T oxr- 
nament, or Martial Exerciſe, that they appointed 
to be held at Oxford, and to which they had 
ſolemnly invited him, and then to re-eſtabliſh 
Richard, A Plot which whether 1t were more 
juitly or imprudently deſign?d, more wonderfully dit- 
covered at firſt, or more ſtrangely quaih'd at laſt, 
er proyv'd more fatal to the undertakers, or to the 
faid late depoſed King Richard, we muſt refer to . 
the Reader's cenſure : For in ſhort ſo it was, That 
the Duke 'of Aumerle riding towards Oxford to 
joyn the reft of his Aſſociates at their pretended 
Fuſts, calling by the way on his Father the Duke of 

| York , 
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Terk, and having in his boſom an Indenture , con- 
taining the Heads of the Conſpiracy mutually Sign'd 
and SeaPd by the principal Agents therein; the 
old Duke happening to {py it as they ſat at Din- 
ner, ask'd what it was? And the Son in ſome 
diſorder anſwering, that it zo way concerned him; 
the Father ſwore by Sr. George that he would lee it, 
and pluck*d it from him; by which perceiving 
their Plot, he upbraided his Son, and told him, 
'he would preſently acquaint King Henry. But 
Aumerle got out of the Houle, and rod with ſuch 
ſpeed, that he got to Windſor (where the Court then 
was ) before his Father, and begging the King's 
Pardon, firſt of all dilcover'd the whole Intrigue 
himſelf. 

The King provides for his own ſafety, retires to 
London, and the Conſpirators perceiving the buſt. 
neſs had taken Air,prompted on by deſpair, betook 
themſelves to Arms; and having with them one 
Maudlin a Prieſt, that very much reſembled King 
Richard, they attired him in Royal Robes, and gave 
out,thathe was King Richard,eſcaped out of Priſon, 
By which FiQion they drew together a conſiderable 
Army, and ſuch as might have ſhockt King Hexry's 
ſcarce-well-fetledCrown, had not Fortune(always 
his Friend )ſcattered them in a moment by the moſt 
unexpeRted accident in the World. For their 
Troops. being encamped near Ciceſter , and the 
Duke of Surrey, and the Earl of Salzsbury, taking 
their Quarters within the Town at one end, and 
the Duke of E xeter, and the Earl of Gloceſter, in 
another. The Bayliff of the Town (1 am ſorry 
his Name is not recorded, for a ſtout brave fellow 


noe doubt he was, that durſt attack ſuch mighty 
Peers; 


of King Richard the Decond. 239 
Peers, that had ſo numerons an Army within a 
Mile or two of the Town , underſtandings that 
they were 1n REbellion againk the King,gatherin 
a Company of Towntmen in the night, aſſaulted 
the Inn where Surrey and Salzbury lay, who after 
a long defence, being in dangw of being taken, a 
Prieſt of their Party let divers Jouſes in the Town 
on Fire, hoping thereby to avert the Aſſailants 
from proſecuting the Lords, toſave their Houſes. 
But this inflam'd them the more, and ſo hotly they 
purſued the Skirmiſh, that theyſlew the ſaid two 
Noblemen, and cut off their Heals. In the mean 
time from the other Inn, Exeter led to his Camp, 
intending to bring the whole Amy to reſcue his 
Friends : But the Soldiers having tvard a Clamour, 
and ſeeing the Town on Fire,imagied King Henry 
had been come with all his Forces, ind fo in a pan- 
nick fear fled and diſperſed themblves; and the 
ſaid Duke of Exeter having skulk'l up and down 
for ſome time, was taken and Behealed at Plaſhe 
in Eſſex. The very place where by hi: Council and 
Contrivance the Duke of Gloceſter hat been appre- 
hended, and ſent away to Calice to be nurdered. 

Though King R:chard being all thiswhile a Pr:- 
fſoner, cannot be ſuppoled to have much hand in this 
Inſurrettion, yet being undertaken for his fake, it 
might poſſibly haſten his End. He wis now re- 
mov'd from Leeds to Pemfract Caſtle, and as we 
know not the certain ttme of his Death, ſolike 
wiſe is the manner of it variouſly reported, Sore 
write, That he was every day ferv'd in with abun- 
dance of coſtly Diſhes, but ot ſuffered to touch or 
taſt one of them, and to periſhed with Famine; but 
fuch barbarous unnatural Cruelty ſeems wholly fa- 


bulges, 
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bulows. Others relate, ThatRing Henry having at 
Table been overheard to ſay with a pgh— Have / 
never 4 Friend that wil rid me of him,whoſe Life yall 
breed deſtruttion to ne, and diſquiet to the Realm? 
One: Sir Pierce Extar taking this for a Warrant, 
goes down to Pemfrad, and firſt commanded his 
Taſter, not to take the Eſſay of his Meat as former- 
ly; at which Richird being offended, and. being 
told it was by K.Z#zry's Order, laid to his Squire, 
The Devil take Aeiry of Lancaſter and thee together, 
upon which Sir Herce entered the Chamber with 
eight Arme:] Mc1,which Ring Ricard perceiving, 
wrung the B:// 03t of the hands of the formoſt,and 
flew four of then, but was at laſt himſelf knockd 
down by Sir Pigce with a Pole- Axe : Which Rela: 


tion likewiſe ſc?ms a little Romantick. Walſingham * 


tells us, that after the Defeat of his Friends, the 
Duke of Exer:r, cc. finding all hopes of his Keſta- 
ration deſtroyed , he fell into fuch a ſullen Melan- 
choly that he would taſt no Food, and fo voluntari” 


ſtarved himfelt. 


But which way ſoever he came by his En1, King Henry it \ 
ſ-ems was willing to let all th: World 4yow he was dead, for \ 


his Body, Embalm'd and covered with Lead all fave the 
Face, was brought to Loxdon, where for three days together 
it was expoſed at Paul's tu publick view, and then buried in 
the Churchof Predicant Friers at Langley in Buckinghamſhire ; 
But afterwards by King #enry the Fifth removed toWeſt- 
minfter, and there honourably Entombed. Yet ſome Scoriiſh 
Riftorians affirm, That he eſcaped out of Priſon, and led a 
fulitary and virtuous life in that Kingdom for divers years, 
aid lies buri-d (as they ſay) in the Black-Freers at Sterling. 
So difterent is the Report of Fame touching this unhappy 
Prince's exit out of the World , who lived therein about 
23 years, and Rezgned 22 years and 3 months. 
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